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[0:00] wWell, this passage shows us a man who is literally sitting in the
dark, in conplete darkness.

I Imagine not being able to see anything at all.! Maybe you could close your eyes for just a second
and think that's what this man could see.

He couldn't see anything. He couldn't see the sun, the blue sky, the grass, the trees, the flowers. He
couldn't see his food. He couldn't see what his favourite food looks like.

Imagine not being able to see what a burger looks like or a pizza or a banana or just to balance
things out. He couldn't see what his food looks like. He couldn't see what his family looks like.

He didn't have a clue what his mum and dad looked like or his brother or sister or uncle or auntie or
friend. Couldn't see himself. Couldn't see himself in the mirror.

[1:08] This man literally is sitting in the darkness. But we | ooked | ast
year, | don't know if you'll renenber, but we |ooked |ast year at this
verse in John chapter 8 verse 12.

Just the chapter before John chapter 9. That's what Jesus says.

So we're going to see what happens.

What Jesus does and what happens to this blind man. And we see, the first big thing that we see is
Jesus makes the blind see.

Verse 1 says, The disciples asked him, Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents that he was born
blind?

[2:44] The disciples ask himthis question. W sinned, this man or his
parents that he was born blind? It's inmportant just for us to think about
that for a nonent.

The disciples and other people sometimes think that people who are born blind or with some other
disability, they think that maybe they're being punished by God for something they have done that's
particularly wrong.

Or their parents are being punished. But that's not what the Bible teaches. And that's not what
Jesus says in this passage. But the Bible does show us that all of us sin.

All of us say no to God and go our own way. And that's a problem we all have. All of us deserve
judgment. All of us are like the blind man and we're sitting in darkness when we're born.

And because sin is in the world, this world is broken. This world isn't as it should have been. It's not
perfect. And we suffer the effects of living in a fallen world.

[4:02] We see that all the time. There's war. There's sickness. There's
unrest and anger. And that's darkness.

And sadly, as part of living in a fallen world, there are people who will suffer from certain physical
disabilities. And that is sad.

But it's not because they're being punished for a particular wrong that they have done. All of us
deserve to be punished by God forever because of our sin.

That's not why people suffer like that. And Jesus amazingly says that this man's blindness, verse 3,
has happened so that the works of God might be displayed in him.

So that we today can sit here and read John chapter 9 and see Jesus healing this blind man and
see the amazing work of God.

[5:06] Even here today in 2023. And that's anmazing. And Jesus says again
in verse 5 that he is the light of the world.

That's who he is. And this man, he's sitting in the darkness. Like all of us do naturally when we're
born, we're in the dark. But Jesus is over here.
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He is in the light. So what happens to the man? Well, verse 6. After this, Jesus spat on the ground,
made some mud with the saliva, and put it on the man's eyes.

That sounds rather gross, doesn't it? What on earth is Jesus doing? Spitting on the ground, on the
dry, dusty ground, and making some mud.

It sounds rather gross. And then he puts it on the man's eyes. It's strange. Well, I've got, just to try
and help us understand a bhit of this, I've got a bit of Play-Doh.

[6:18] Play-Doh is great fun, isn't it? | love the snell of Play-Doh.
It's fascinating. But Play-Doh, if | just leave it like this, it's just a
| unp of Pl ay- Doh.

It's not really much at all, is it? But wonderfully, with Play-Doh, you can play around with it, and you
can create things. You can create something like this.

A rabbit. That's what I've managed to do with Play-Doh. Children, do come and ask me afterwards if
you want to have a play with Play-Doh. It can create.

It's just a lump of Play-Doh, but it can create something amazing. And as Jesus is spitting on the
ground and making this mud, rolling it up, and putting it in the man's eyes, he is creating new life for
this man.

And it's to remind us of who Jesus is. To remind us that he is God who is involved in creating the
world, in creating human beings.

[7:24] So Cenesis 2, verse 7, said this, Then the Lord God fornmed a nan
fromthe dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of
life, and the man becane a |iving being.

God made Adam from the dust of the ground. And as Jesus is doing things with the dust of the
ground, he is creating new life for this blind man.

He is doing it to take away his blindness. It seems gross, the bit of mud, but he's doing a wonderful
thing and reminding us he is God.

He is the creator. So, verse 7, Jesus says to the man, Go, he told him. Wash in the pool of Siloam.
This word means sent. So the man washed and came home seeing. It's amazing. The man goes,
he's obedient to Jesus' words, and he washes the mud off his eyes and he comes home and he
sees.

[8:44] He couldn't see. He hadn't seen anything all of his life. And now,
suddenly, he can see. He can see people around him He can see buil di ngs.

He can see the sky. He can see his food that he will eat. He can see. Jesus did something that
nobody else could do for this man and healed his blindness.

It's amazing and everything changes for this man. Everything changes for this blind man. This blind
man is a picture of all of us who become Christians.

We once sit in the darkness, but Jesus takes our blindness away and takes us into his light.
Because he is the light of the world.

Whoever follows him will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life. Everything changes
for this blind man and everything changes for the person who becomes a Christian.

[10: 00] No I onger in darkness, nowin the light. And it's amazi ng. And
for this nman, when everything changes, different things happen.

Firstly, we see the neighbours notice. The neighbours notice. So verse 8, his neighbours and those
who had formerly seen him begging asked, isn't this the same man who used to sit and beg?
Some claim that he was. Others said, no, he only looks like him. But he himself insisted, | am the
man.

How then were your eyes open, they ask? The man they called Jesus made some mud, put it on
my eyes, told me to go to Siloam and wash.

So | went and washed and then | could see. The neighbours notice. It causes debate. Is this the
man who was sitting over there blind and begging?

[11:01] Is this really hin? He can see. He can see us. Qthers said, no,

it only looks like him Surely it can't have happened.

Blind people don't get healed like this. The neighbours notice something going on with him. And for
Christian people, people will see different things in our lives.

They will notice there's a difference in us because we're no longer in darkness, we're in the light. |
remember a few months into making friends with someone.
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He turned round and said to me out of the blue, why is it that you don't swear and why is it you don't
say God and Jesus in swearing kind of ways?

He couldn't work it out. And | got to say, well, it's because | love God and he's changed my life and |
want to honour him. There should be something noticeably different about Christians.

[12: 11] Nei ghbours shoul d notice, friends should notice. because Jesus
has taken us frombeing sitting in darkness to being in the Iight.

Everything changes when we become a Christian. Another thing that this man does is speaks about
Jesus.

He speaks all about Jesus. He gets questioned. The neighbours are like, where is this man? They
asked and the man says, well, | don't know where he is.

And so they bring him to the Pharisees. They bring him to the religious people. What's going on?
And so the Pharisees, they start questioning this man about what has happened.

And we'll see more about the Pharisees in a bit, but they're not people who see Jesus as saviour.
They're people who are still actually in the darkness, who are like the blind man.

[13:17] They're blind. And actually they want to prove that Jesus didn't
do this because they don't |ike Jesus. but this man can't hel p but speak
of Jesus and can't help but say Jesus has done this and Jesus is amazi ng.

And we kind of see his understanding of Jesus grow as we go through this little passage. So in
verse 17, as he's questioned, what have you to say about him?

It was your eyes he opened. Well, the man replies he's a prophet. He's saying this is a work of God.
This is someone sent from God.

It must be to be able to do such a thing for me, to be able to open my eyes. In verse 27, they keep
guestioning and questioning him and in verse 27, the man says, | have told you already and you did
not listen.

Why do you want to hear me say it again? Do you want to become his disciples too? He loves
speaking about Jesus and people keep questioning him.

[14: 36] Do you want to become his disciples too? He says. He can't help
but speak of Jesus. And that's not a bad question to ask people.

if they keep asking us about Jesus, if they keep saying about Jesus, do you want to become his
disciples too? Because Jesus really has changed this man's life.

And he really changes our lives. It brings us from darkness into light. And it's amazing. And it's only
Jesus who can do that.

It's only Jesus who can open blind eyes. And the man keeps talking about Jesus and in the end, he
gets thrown out of the synagogue.

Verse 34, to this they replied, you were steeped in sin at birth. How dare you lecture us? And they
threw him out. The people questioning him, they don't want to become Jesus' disciples.

[ 15:44] They don't see how amazing this mraculous thing in this nman's
life is. And so they throw himout of the synagogue.

They don't like Jesus. And for us, as we speak about Jesus who has changed our lives, not
everyone will like it.

and some people would rather we don't speak about Jesus, some people would rather not know us
at all and throw us out.

Maybe there'll be times when at school we're talking to friends and they know we love Jesus, but
they just don't want to hear it. They say, | don't want to know anymore.

Maybe there'll be times at work when that happens and it affects our work in some way because we
love Jesus and we can't help but speak about him because he's changed our lives.

[16:49] And it's amazing. But after this guy's been thrown out of the
tenpl e, we see what happens. W see what happens when Jesus cones back to
hi m

Verse 35, Jesus heard they had thrown him out and when he found him, he said, do you believe in
the Son of Man? Who is he, sir? The man asked.

Tell me so that | may believe in him. Jesus says, you have now seen him. In fact, he is the one
speaking with you. Then the man said, Lord, | believe, and he worshipped him.

This man sees that this is no ordinary person, Jesus. Jesus is God. And he says, Lord, | believe.
And he bows down and worshipped him because he's had his eyes opened to see who Jesus is.
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And so he can't help but talking about him. We're going to see some more from this passage in a
moment. But firstly, we're going to sing again.

[18:04] So the first thing we saw was that Jesus heals the blind nman. The
second thing we see is that the seeing are blind.

That sounds a bit strange, doesn't it? The people who can see are blind. What on earth am | talking
about?

You see, the blind man was literally blind. He literally couldn't see. And Jesus opened his eyes. And
he could see, and he could see even more that Jesus is God.

But there are others in this passage who think they can see just fine, think they understand and
know the right way to live, know how God wants them to live.

But actually they say no to God. They say no to Jesus being God. They said Jesus can't have done
this. Jesus can't be God.

[19:07] He's a sinner. And we don't |ike himand we want himout. And
anyone who follows him we want to throw themout. That's who the seeing
are who are blind in this passage.

| think this might generally be a man thing, although there's a woman in the picture, so | don't want
to say it's just a man thing, but | think it might be. Do you know those times when you're looking in
the fridge, say you're looking for some cheese, and you look in the fridge and you're staring, you
just can't see any cheese, and then someone comes along and says, it's right in front of you.

It happens to me quite a lot, and I've seen it happen to other people quite a lot. it feels like we're
blind and yet it's right in front of us, and that's what it's like in this passage.

The Pharisees, they refuse to believe that Jesus could possibly be God, that Jesus could open blind
eyes, but here in front of them is a man who has had his eyes opened and can see and is saying to
them he has, and yet they're refusing to believe, even though the evidence is right there in front of
them.

So after they hear from the man about what happened, this happens in verse 16, some of the
Pharisees said, this man is not from God, for he does not keep the Sabbath.

[ 20: 46] But ot hers asked, how can a sinner perform such signs, so they

wer e divided. They hear about what's happened and they say, can't be from
CGod because it's a Sabbath day, it's a special day, a special day where
we rest and you can't do anyt hi ng.

And yet Jesus has opened a man's eyes, this is a great thing. Jesus is God, it's his day. But no,
they say he's a sinner.

Can't possibly be from God at all. But others said, how can a sinner perform such signs? So they
were divided. Others say, maybe he is from God.

But they weren't sure, they were divided. And so, we carry on. Verse 17, then they turned again to
the blind man, what have you to say about him?

It was your eyes they opened. The blind man says he's a prophet. But verse 18, they still did not
believe that he had been blind.

[21:54] So the next thing they decide to do is to call in the parents.
Mom and dad will know whether their son was blind or not. This wll
finally settle the nmatter they think.

And so, verse 20, the parents start talking, we know he is our son, and we know he was born blind.
They say that he was blind.

But how he can see now or who opened his eyes, we don't know. Ask him. He is of age. He will
speak for himself. But we get a clue as to why they say this.

His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jewish leaders who already decided that
anyone who acknowledged that Jesus was the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue.

We don't know what the parents knew exactly, but it seems like they might have known something
about Jesus healing their son, but they're too afraid of these Pharisees because the Pharisees don't
like Jesus.

[22:59] And they don't want to be thrown out. They don't want to | ose
their position. It's not nice to be thrown out of somewhere. So they call
in the nman again. They keep goi ng.
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They're determined to prove that Jesus can't have healed this man. And so a second time, verse
24, they summon the man in and they say, give glory to God by telling the truth.

They said, we know this man is a sinner. Whether he is a sinner or not, | don't know, the man says.
One thing | do know, | was blind, but now | see.

They tell him to give glory to God, but they're not interested in glory going to Jesus. They're blind.
They just don't see that Jesus is God.

They're sitting in the darkness like the blind man was at the start of the passage. But nobody can
really argue against this man's testimony.

[24:02] The parent said that he was born blind. The nan says, | was blind
but now | see. But the Pharisees just won't hear it.

They're blind. And so they hurl insults at him and they throw him out. But the blind man says this,
verse 30, now that is remarkable.

You don't know where he comes from yet. He's opened my eyes. We know that God does not listen
to sinners. He listens to the godly person who does his will.

Nobody has ever heard of opening the eyes of the man born blind. If this man were not from God,
he could do nothing. The blind man sees that Jesus is God, that he did do this, and he finds it
remarkable that these people don't.

They're looking in the fridge, and they just don't see it. They're blind. And Jesus shows us what is
really going on in their lives.

[ 25:15] Verse 39, Jesus says, for judgnent | have cone into this world so
that the blind will see, and those who see will becone blind.

They're people who think they can see just fine without Jesus. People who think they're just fine
keeping their own laws going their own way.

But Jesus says they're actually blind. Verse 40, some of the Pharisees who were with him heard
him say this and asked, what?

Are we blind too? Jesus says if you were blind, you would not be guilty of sin, but now you claim
you can see, your guilt remains.

They claim they're just fine, but actually they're sitting in the darkness. They sin and they won't turn
to Jesus to be saved.

[26:18] And they're |like many people in our world today. Many peopl e who
want to prove that Jesus is not God, nany people who say, no God, | don't
want to follow you, |I'mokay, living ny own way.

And the chances are that there are some people even in this room who are blind, who have not yet
seen that Jesus really is God, that Jesus really is the one who can save, who can bring you from
darkness into light, who can open blind eyes.

and all you need to do is confess before him that you sin, that you can't go your own way, you can't
open your own blind eyes, you need Jesus.

Because Jesus has died on the cross, he's taken your darkness upon him, the darkness of your sin,
the punishment you deserve, so you can go free, so you can be in the light, like this blind man.
Jesus said, verse 41, if you were blind, you would not be guilty of sin, but now you claim you can
see, your guilt remains. If you think you're okay without Jesus, Jesus says you're actually guilty.
[27:45] The only way to have your guilt taken away is by turning to him
And you can do that today. | want to finish by telling us about this man,
this man who is called John.

John was seven years old when his mom sadly died. When he was then 11 years old, his dad sent
him away from home to be on a boat, to go and do work on a boat.

And John did some very naughty things. he invented swear words with his friends. He made fun at
the people who were in charge of the ship.

But this didn't last. He ended up, when he was a few years older, being a slave in Africa, just briefly.
And then after he was freed, he ended up working as captain of his own slave ship, having slaves of
his own.

He had a reputation for bad language and a bad temper. But one day, he ended up being punished
for his cruel behavior.

[ 29: 09] Nobody wanted himas a captain of a ship again. And he ended up
bei ng found on a boat in a storm and it was scary.
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The waves crashed. The boat was filling with water. He really thought he was going to die. And as
he thought he was going to die, he remembered things from when he was younger.

He remembered how his mom would pray. He remembered words read from the Bible. He
remembered hymns that were sung. but he realized he had ignored God.

He thought he was okay. He thought he could see just fine. The next day, the ship found safety.

He knew that God must have been in charge. That God must have heard his cries. And he knew he
had sinned. He knew he had done lots of wrong.

[30:16] And so he said sorry to God for his sin. And 250 years ago, | ast
Sunday, he wote a song for his church to sing.

And it goes like this. Amazing grace, how sweet the sound that saved a wretch, someone who sins,
like me. | once was lost, but now | am found.

| was blind, like the blind man in this passage, but now | see. And that story of John becoming a
Christian, having his eyes open to see Jesus, that can be your story too, because of Jesus.

Jesus. We're going to sing this song together as we end our service. Amazing grace, how sweet the
sound that saved a wretch like me.

Let's sing of the great work of Jesus. of sing of Jesus. sing of Jesus. sing of Jesus. sing of Jesus.
sing of Jesus. sing of Jesus. sing of Jesus. sing of Jesus. sing of sing of Jesus.
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