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[0:00] So you remenber this norning we were saying that Jesus had gone
away and was going to go away and this was a source of great
consternation and distress for the disciples because at first sight there
can be no such thing as Christianity if Jesus isn't there but the Lord
teaches in these chapters about what Christianity will be in the absence
of Jesus when he's gone away what will it be like to be a Christian and
how wi Il things go forward and | suggested that you coul d i magi ne these
chapters as explaining that Iike a cord a long cord with different colors
init so the different colors representing the different strands the

di fferent teachings that go all the way through and pop up at different

pl aces.

One of them was prayer. One of them was a life of loving obedience including love for one another
and then we could add to that in this chapter love for one another compared with hostility rejection
from the world.

Another strand is the life of faith believing in Jesus words which cropped up in the reading that we
had if you remain in me and my words remain in you that's in verse 7.

One of them was a person and then also the fact that the Christian life is not lived just by things but
by the person of the Holy Spirit.

| mean there are things there is a Bible that's a thing it's not a person but these things are sort of as
it were brought to life and reality through the Holy Spirit.

[1:54] And he was nentioned in our reading in verse 26 the counsel or as
he was nentioned in verse 26 the counselor comes whom| will send to you
fromthe father.

So those are the four strands that we looked at and in the in chapter 16 the work of the Holy Spirit is
going to be expanded in terms of his convincing the world.

About things that we couldn't convince the world of without him. So in 16 verse 8 when he comes
he will convict the world of guilt in regard to sin and righteousness and judgment.

So the Holy Spirit is immensely important in all these areas. So those are the four strands and we
looked at an overview this morning. And it was actually Lindsay who said can we talk about prayer.
So | thought we would look at the subject of prayer this evening. And let's look at the texts. And
then I've got some questions. The questions are are we in a different position to pray now that
Jesus has gone to the father?

[3:09] To whom do we pray? What prayers can we pray? Sone people use the
letters A-C-T-S. Acts.

Which stands for? Adoration. Confession. Thanksgiving. Supplication. It's quite a good division of
prayer. Acts. Adoration. Saying how great God is.

Confession is saying I've sinned | need forgiveness. Thanksgiving is obvious. Supplication is a way
of asking. Asking God for things. Acts. And on the basis of John's gospel what answers or results
can we expect?

So that's what we'll do this evening. That's all there is to it. We'll look at the texts and look at those
guestions. So let's look at the texts first of all. Which according to my reckoning are as follows.
Chapter 14. Around verse 13. And I'm going to ask you. What the text says.

[4:10] And what it's connected to. Because the way these texts work.
They're all. Al the strands are sort of knotted round one another. And
connected to one another. So in chapter 14.
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So | won't just read verse 13. I'll go back. When it says. Verse 12. | tell you the truth. Anyone who
has faith in me.

Will do what | have been doing. He will do even greater things than these. Because | am going to
the father.

And | will do. Whatever you ask in my name. So that the son may bring glory to the father. You may
ask me for anything in my name.

And | will do it. Okay. So let's stop and think about those verses. Do they connect to anything else
in particular?

[5:10] So there's sonething there about prayer. But does it connect wth
anything el se? O woul d anybody el se bring any observation fromthose
verses? Thank you.

It's asking in Jesus name. That's in verse 14. Thank you very much. And who does the answering?
Interesting. So somebody says the father. Somebody says Jesus.

I will do it. It says in verse 14. Who's the 1? The son. Okay. Thank you very much. I think it's
connected to what Jesus has been doing.

Would you agree with that? Would you agree that the prayer is linked to the doing things? Verse 12
is linked to verse 13 and 14. Whoever has faith in me will do what | have been doing.

[6:21] He will do even greater things than these because |'mgoing to the
father. | will do whatever you ask in ny nane. Do you agree that the
deeds of the disciples or the believers seens to be |linked to the prayer?

Do you agree with that? Or do you think they're two different things? Let me just say what I'm
thinking here.

So in verse 12 it says this remarkable thing. The believer will do greater things. Will do what I've
been doing and greater things. Yeah. And then the next verse says | will answer prayer.

Do you think those two things are connected? Yes. Okay. Some people say yes. Some people are
not too sure. Well, I'll put that on hold.

| think the next verse about prayer is 15 verse 7. So this is the bit about the vine.

[7:26] And without, you see, it's alnpst inpossible to talk about the
prayer bit w thout talking about the vine bit. The vine to Jew sh readers
woul d have been what God said in the AOd Testanent.

Israel is the vine. Israel, the nation, is the place of fruitfulness, the place where God is at work, the
place to belong to.

Israel is the vine. But Jesus says very radically, actually the vine is me. I'm really the place to be,
the place where God is at work.

And the connection that you need to have is not actually to Israel as an ethnic or political or
geographical group. But the connection you need to have is to me. This was a very radical
statement.

So let's pick it up at verse 6. If anyone does not remain in me, he is like a branch that is thrown
away and withers. Such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned.

[8:29] If you remain in nme and ny words remmin in you, ask whatever you
wish and it will be given you. This is to ny Father's glory that you bear
much fruit, showi ng yourselves to be ny disciples.

| think that is where we stop reading. Actually, we can go on further. As the Father has loved me, so
have | loved you.

Now remain in my love. If you obey my commands, you will remain in my love. | think we'll stop
there. So what about, what's the promise about prayer there?

What does the promise say? Verse 7. If we're walking with Jesus, he will hear our prayers?

Sorry. | don't want to say answer because then we think anything we ask. | think that anything you
wish needs to be taken in the context. | think he will hear what he's saying.

[9:51] Yeah. Ckay. So you're going to, you're thinking we want to just
keep this within. Because the text seenms to want to explode into
everything, doesn't it?

It seems to say that the promise is, ask whatever you wish and it will be given you. So I'm thinking
instantaneous healing for Martin and Colleen and Brenda's hip and Ross's back and Aaron's knee.
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So I'd like to ask for that. And Ferraris and Ferraris for everybody. So it says, ask whatever you
wish and it will be given you.

So that's the, it's quite a big promise, isn't it? Okay. So it does, it does ask to be connected. It's not
just a free floating promise. It is connected to things.

So Roberto was going to say. Yeah. It's a condition. It's a condition. It's a condition is the unity. The
unity between Christ and God is, people want us to be united with Christ, the same way Christ is
united with the Father.

[11: 03] So we becone a unity here. Yeah. Another condition is whatever we
ask is to bring glory to God. Thank you. For our son. Yes. Those two

condi tions use your thought. Yeah.

It, | can't, | can't easily. see a situation where my having a Ferrari brings glory to God. | think what
God would say, you get it. There is sufficient in having an old Ford Mondeo. That's enough.

But you're absolutely right, because it says if, there's some ifs. If you remain in me, verse 7, and my
words remain in you. So if we are saturated by God's, by Jesus's words, and that's the way we're
thinking, that's what we're thinking about, then the things that comes to our minds to ask for, will,
Jesus says, I've got no hesitation in answering those things.

So itis a big encouragement to prayer. You know, it isn't couched in terms of but, but, but, but, but,
but, but. | mean, there are conditions, but the main thing is saying, here's a great thing to do, to
pray. And this is, you know, it's a pretty big promise, isn't it? If you remain in me, and my words
remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be given you. So it's a big promise for when Jesus
has gone away.

A promise for us to live by. Can we just go back to 1412? How is that connected to Jesus going to
the Father? Just going back to 1412, 1314. How is that connected to his absence? Is there any
connection?

[12:52] The gift of the Holy Spirit. Thank you. Yeah, that's, that,
that's, um under the surface of it, uh, chapter 14, verse 12. So under
the surface, that is the gift of the Holy Spirit. There's, it nentions

t he going of Jesus. kay, that's, yeah, that's verse 13. | was |ooking at
the word because in verse 12. So it's doing greater things because | go
to the Father. So there is a connection there that if Jesus hadn't gone
to the Father, the great things would not have been done.

There's an interesting connection, isn't it? That, that, that, and we can enlarge on that as, as Chris
was thinking in a moment, | think. Let's look at chapter 15, verse 16.

You did not choose me, but | chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last.
Then the Father will give you whatever you ask in my name. This is my command. Love each other.
Okay, so is there, is there a promise about prayer there? Is there any mention of prayer or promise
of prayer? | will give you whatever you ask in my name.

Yep. And who does the giving? The Father. The Father, yes. And what sort of limit is put on the
request?

[14:37] It's fruit. Thank you very much, yes. Because you' ve got the word
what ever in verse 16. So that's the big word. And then the context is
supplied by the idea of fruit. Is this fruit? Is it what you' re asking
for?

Fruit. Is there going to be what Jesus would count as fruit? Fruit that will last. Does this, so that's,
yep, thank you very much.

Is there any other connections to any of these other threads? Yes. Yeah, as the Father sends me,
so | send you. So there's certainly an echo of that going on. Yes, thank you.

These things | command in verse 17. So that ties to the thread of Jesus' words. It does. These
things | command you. Yes, that ties to the thread of Jesus' words. And what is the command?
Loving one another. So you've got prayer linked with fruitfulness, linked with obedience, linked with
a community of love.

[15:50] And they're all sort of tied together in a very beautiful way.
Let's | ook at chapter 16. Let's | ook at chapter 16. Now, have | got the
right verses, | think?
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Yes. Okay, chapter 16, verse 23. So Jesus has said in verse 22, Now is your time of grief, but | will
see you again and you will rejoice and no one will take away your joy.

So there's a theme of joy around as well. In that day you will no longer ask me anything. | tell you
the truth, my Father will give you whatever you ask in my name.

Until now you have not asked for anything in my name. Ask and you will receive and your joy will be
complete. Okay, is there a promise about prayer there?

Yes. What's the promise say? That those who have been in these beliefs will receive what they ask
for from the Lord himself.

[17: 06] Okay. They will receive what they ask for from whon? Verse 23.
From the Father.

Yes. And is there... Okay, thank you very much. What... | probably interrupted Ben while he was
telling us this.

So what sort of limits are put on this? Or not limits? Yes. Yes. He said, now you can ask.

You have asked now. But after, he actually just opened up, and he mentioned that the apostles
could understand that. Because he's talking about before he died, and after, when he comes back,
and after, when he comes back, you will rejoice.

It looks like open up, sir. He gave it about defeating the dust or eternal life. | think it looks like, in the
background, you talk about something that a fruit can last forever.

[18:13] You see, it's like a connection. Thank you. Yeah, there's
certainly connections with Jesus going away, isn't it? Because he says,
until now, you haven't asked me for anything.

But now, it's going to be different. I'll tell you the truth. My Father will give you whatever you ask in
my name. And I'm sure all this is connected with the coming of the Holy Spirit, although it isn't
necessarily spelled out every time.

But we're going to be, at the point of Jesus speaking, we're going to be in a new era where prayer is
so much more, | don't know, more fundamental, more powerful than it was before.

In that day, you will no longer ask me anything. | tell you the truth. My Father will give you whatever
you ask in my name. Until now, you have not asked for anything in my name.

Ask and you will receive, and your joy will be complete. Who gives the answers to the prayer in
this? | will say, look and see what it says.

[19: 23] Verse 23. The Father. And through what process or through what,

on what basis would the Father do this?

Asking in the name of Jesus. Asking in the name of Jesus. There's a similar passage. | mean, one
John at the end, one John, | think, 5, 13.

It's similar. It says, | write these things for you, and believe in the name of the Son of God, so that
you may know that you have eternal life. This is the confidence we have in approaching God.

If you ask anything, call it a peace will. He hears us. Hmm. It is, isn't it?

Yeah. Yeah. Yeah. We're in a place where prayer has got a whole new confidence, access,
promise to it.

[ 20: 32] Whatever we ask. Just say it again, what it said in your text.
John, John. It's the end of the one John. It's not the sane witer, verse
13. | wite these things to you, and believe in the nane of the Son of
God, so you nay know that you have eternal life.

This is the confidence we have in approaching God, that if we ask anything according to his will, he
hears us. Hmm. Yeah.

Thank you very much. We have this confidence. If we ask anything according to his will, he hears
us. So those are the texts. Thank you for those thoughts.

| think with prayer, we might come to it two ways. We might say, those promises are really big, but
I've prayed, we've prayed for Martin to get better, and he didn't get better instantaneously.

By God's grace, he is considerably better, but it wasn't instant, and we did ask for that. And we've
prayed for a long time for our children to be converted, but they haven't necessarily been converted.
[21:42] So where does this | eave these pronises? | think another way of

| ooking at it would be to say 2,000 years ago, there were 12 disciples in
a certain geographical location, and if you spread it out, naybe there
were 100 or maybe a few hundred people that you could call disciples in
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t hose days.

And from that time onwards, we now are in a situation where 2,000 years later, a considerable
proportion of the world's population follow Jesus Christ.

Whole nations have been changed through Jesus Christ. Has something just happened to the
sound, or is it my ears that have just gone funny? Maybe my ears. There are churches in, well, |
won't necessarily say every country, but in many, many countries, and how has this been
achieved?

And | would say it's been achieved through prayer. Have any of these things happened without
prayer? | think the answer is no. And | think if you look at it that way, you would say, what a
powerful thing prayer is.

How great the work of the Holy Spirit. not necessarily instant answers to every flippant prayer, but
through the prayers of God's people, the fruit of Jesus Christ's work, down across the world, down
through the centuries, what a powerful thing prayer is.

[23:27] And Jesus has acted as he promised. Wwuld you like to turn to
your nei ghbor? W've just got five nore mnutes.

Those were the questions. Are we in a different position to pray now that Jesus has gone to the
Father? What do you think about that? To whom do we pray? What sort of prayers can we pray?
And what answers and results can we expect? So would you like to find your neighbor or a couple
of neighbors and just see what people have thought about that and then we'll come to a conclusion.
Okay, ladies and gentlemen, let's draw to a conclusion.

| think if there was one point for us all to take away this evening, it would be let's pray. | mean, that's
simple enough.

[24:42] That's what it, there are these wonderful prom ses about prayer.

I will ask just for some quick feedback. Did anybody think there's any

di fference for praying now that Jesus has gone to the Father?

Does it, any thoughts on that? What would you think possibly, when Jesus was on earth, you might
have prayed to Jesus himself as he was on earth? Yeah. How Jesus is praying to the Lord.

It's part of the Trinity anyway. Ultimately, you're praying to all three, in a way, which you're praying
to Jesus, the Lord, and the Holy Spirit. Chapter 14 in John, is actually where we're directly the first
Holy Spirit, Jesus refers to the coming of the second comforter.

Yes. So, really, you're praying to all three ultimately. That is correct. That is correct. Yes, we're not
tritheists. We don't have three gods, and we pick one of them.

We have one God in three persons, and the way the three persons work is such that they're
undivided. The Son does what the Father's will is, and the Spirit makes known the things of the
Son, and there's a very beautiful unity.

[26:00] So, that's certainly true. But let's just think, has anything
changed since Jesus has gone to the Father? Yes. Before we were tal king
to Jesus as a new novie, after we were talking to Jesus through the Holy
Spirit.

The Spirit's right. Okay, so... So, does that mean Jesus was not divine before he went to the
Father? Jesus was divine. Uh-huh. The apostles were then all you did again.

Okay. Right, thank you very much. Has anything else changed since Jesus left this earth and went
to the Father, or left this dinner party where he was talking to them?

Well, yeah, | mean, we approach the term of grace through the sacrifice of Jesus. Through the
sacrifice of Jesus, yes. In the Old Covenant, presumably, they didn't pray.

Presumably, they thought it was on the basis of the sacrifice of sheep. Yeah. But now, the actual
event has happened, so, in a sense, that's changed.

[27:06] Yeah. | nean, the New Testanent paints this in different ways. It
says, the way to the holy place is nade open. W have access to the
Father. After Jesus was raised, he said, I'mgoing to nmy God and your
CGod, my Father and your Father.

So, there is a step change from before the atonement and the ascension to afterwards, and we're in
a far greater privileged position, which is perhaps difficult to get the hang of it, but it does say that.
You know, these things are so much better because | have gone to the Father, says Jesus. | mean,
you might think of it in terms of his intercession for us, that there's somebody at the right hand of
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God saying, hear the prayers of those peculiar people down there at Calvary Evangelical Church.
There are loads of sinners, | know that, but I've died for them and here | am in heaven for them.
Please, Father, hear their prayers and answer them with all your almightyness from the throne of
God.

So, | think there is a, you know, we're invited to ponder that there's some sort of step change there.
To whom do we pray? Any thoughts on that? Who do we pray to? To the Father?

[28:20] Okay. To the Father? Want to enlarge on that? In Jesus' nane?

Yes. So, there's a, it doesn't mean we always have to repeat in Jesus' hame, like you put yours
sincerely at the end of a letter, but it's good to remind ourselves that we are praying not, not
because | am so and so, you know, with such and such, you know, what you put on your CV.
That's not the reason we expect God to hear us. We expect God to hear us because we belong to
Jesus Christ and we're praying because our hands are in the hands of the one who is right next to
the Father.

Father. So, that's why, Lord, hear our prayers, not because we deserve it, but because he deserves
it. Bold, | approach the eternal throne or something like that.

What prayers can we pray? So, the text that we have looked at, of that, of those four, adoration,
confession, thanksgiving, supplication, what do the texts refer to?

[29:33] It's all phrased in terns of asking. It is, isn't it? Yeah. Is it
any supplication, though? | nean, in the Lord's Prayer, how far, | think,
cone over to your nane, that's kind of an asking, even though it's
adoration, it's kind of asking.

Itis. It's saying, you know, praying, the Lord's name will be regarded as holy. It's asking something
for God. | have been to, | have heard people pray, not count people, but people among the
churches, who, | wondered whether they were actually asking, they were sort of asserting
sometimes.

Hmm. And, and | thought, maybe that's, | wasn't convinced that's actually praying. Certainly here,
it's all praying in terms of asking. It is all asking.

Yes. And I'm sure there's a, there's a sort of balance of this, because we need to be thankful. If God
has answered our prayers, it would, it would be, at the very least, impolite not to be thankful.

And we do adore the Heavenly Father, and, and to come without realizing who we're coming to is,
is just foolish. And we do confess our sins. How can we approach God without confessing our sins?
[30:45] But having said all that, these texts, | think, wthout

exception, say, here's sonething of prayer, which is asking. And it's
asking in the process of the fulfillment of the progress of the ki ngdom
of God.

It's asking for the production of fruit. It's asking so that your joy will be complete. So, yeah, | mean,
we would need to get a balanced picture, but it's, it's, it's prayers of request.

We shouldn't be embarrassed to do that. Lord, bless your gospel. Lord, build your church. Lord,
bring people to come to believe in you.

Send laborers into the harvest. Provide the things that are needed for your churches, et cetera. So |
answered that question myself, didn't I? What answers and results can we expect?

Miracles. Okay, yes. The things that will not, cannot be done by human power that will be done by
prayer. And, and, and one might say that the biggest miracle of all is somebody coming to faith.
[32:00] Mracles. Let's stop. Let's, let's sing a song and then we'l|
cone to communion. Let's go.!
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