Get Fired Up!
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[0:00] 1 Corinthians 3, verse 14.

It says there, And unto the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write,! These things saith thee,
Amen, the faithful, and true witness, the beginning of the creation of God.

| know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot. | would thou were cold or hot. So then, because
thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, | will spew thee out of my mouth.

As the rocket gets ready on the launch pad, you hear the voice of the controller. And at the critical
point, he says, We have ignition.

We have ignition. As a church, we want to have ignition. To realise lift off. To burn for God. Like
those rocket engines.

[1:08] As those jet engines are powered up. W want to be on fire for

Cod, don't we? W want to be burning for God. To get fired up. That's the
thene today, is to get fired up.

Now this morning, my wife inspired me. The last word she spoke to me was fed up. Not that she
was fed up or anything. But, are you fed up or fired up?

Are you fed up or fired up? That was in my notes too. So, she must have been reading it. Where
has the fire gone? Where has the fire gone? The fervor. Are we like the Laodicean Christians?

The Laodicean church? Are we going to be like that rocket on the launch pad? Ready to launch out
in God's will and God's power. That each one of us can be.

As we ought to be. Fire up. Fire up. For God. To be what God has called us to be. To get excited.
To get energised. And empowered.

[2:08] And activated. And nobilised. As Aussies we can succunb to the
culture of our world. OF our culture. Can't we?

Of our community. A culture. Sometimes Aussie culture. Let's face it. It's a culture of apathy. Isn't it?
Of apathy. Of complacency. Someone once was asked.

What's the difference between ignorance and complacency? And he responded. | don't know. And |
don't care. It's true. Isn't it? Ignorance and complacency.

| don't know. And | don't care. Apathy. It's about time that we did start to know. And to care about
the things of God. To know them. To search the scriptures.

To love the word of God. To love our saviour. To love his truth. To love the brethren. To know and
to care about the things of God. The things that really count. At the end of the day.

[3:02] At the end of our life. It's about tinme we got fired up. Amen. Can
you agree to that? Amen. Sone Christians today. They're stifled.

They're stagnant. They're sterile. Where has the fire gone? It's kind of a bit like the candle. It's kind
of blown out. It might be smouldering a bit. Maybe just fizzling out.

And you know we can all have times like that. We're not always on the cutting edge. On the firing
line. Are we? Like we should be. But we must.

Brothers and sisters. And in the Old Testament. The folk had. At that time. The idolaters had. What
they called teraphim. Or the household gods.

And maybe it's true for us. That we've got household gods. Maybe you're spending more time. With
that one-eyed household god. Named TV. Than with the Lord. Yes.

[3:58] We can all question that. Can't we? What are we putting our tinme
and energies into? W can have problenms with the ignition. Wth the
ignition. | know Brother Joshua. Wth his bus there.

Has some trouble with the ignition sometimes. Don't you Joshua? The battery has lost a bit of its
oomph. Or maybe it's just the connections or what not.

But there's problems with the ignition. And people today. There's problems with the ignition. In the
church of God. At times. There's problems in our lives. There's problems in our spiritual walk. And
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we all have to answer to God.

For our life. Have you got trouble with your ignition today? With your ignition. Now of course we've
all got different capacities. Not everyone's capable of the same things.

| know. There's some that were telling me of great ministries in the past that they've had. And how
the Lord's used them. And maybe there's not so much capacity for some of that. That they have
done before. As we age.

[4:53] O course there's linmtations that we all have. As we that are
younger too. Wt all have our limtations. Whether our abilities. O our
physi cal capacities. And | know our dear organi st here has got sore
fingers.

We need another organist. Because my wife has got some arthritis in her fingers. And it's making it
painful for her to play the organ. Brothers and sisters. We need to pray that the Lord will help us in
that regard.

Are you fired up or fed up? Let's not get fed up. Let's get fired up. Now is the time more than ever it
has been. More than ever in the world's history.

More than ever it has never been a better time. And a more needful time for every one of you and |
to re-fire. So not to retire.

But to re-fire. To re-ignite. To re-fresh. That fire. And think of some areas that you can get the
ignition happening again. That you can get fired up again.

[ 5:52] About the things of God. For exanple 1 Tinothy 4. Paul talks to
young Tinothy. And you mght want to flick there. Just in part of the
verse 1 Tinothy 4.

Verse 14. Paul writes to Timothy in part there in the verse. Neglect not the gift that is in thee.
Neglect not the gift that is in thee.

And likewise 2 Timothy 1.6 he says. 2 Timothy 1.6 in part of the verse there. Paul exhorts Timothy.
Stir up the gift of God which is in thee.

Get fired up about your gift. Get fired up about your gift. Now we've got these little leaflets here we
hand out to folks. Can't fill one out. Fill one out. Some people are so keen to fill two of them out.

It says you and your church. How do you want to use your gifts and abilities? There's people here
who have got gifts that they're not using yet. | can be guilty of that. We all can.

[6:54] Fill this out. Then we'll know what you'd like to do. Wat you
feel God's nade you capabl e of doing. So then you can get on and do it.
Amen. Negl ect not the gift of God that is in thee.

Stir up the gift of God which is in thee. It's that which God has given you to do suffering because of
neglect. There's an inspiring scripture in Ecclesiastes.

10 verse 18. By much slothfulness the building decayeth. And through idleness of hands the house
droppeth through.

Now | know there's some people here. There's some very talented carpenters in our midst. They've
got lovely veranda on the front of their house that they built themselves. He's not paying attention to
me. Some people have got beautiful constructions of their home.

And they look after their home. They build it. They extend it. They make it look glorious and
marvellous. And yet the house is falling down because of the idleness.

[ 8: 00] Because of slothfulness. The roof's falling down. You know we've
all got to watch our roof. Especially this roof. It |leaks all the tine.
It's a constant job plugging the holes to keep it fromfalling down. But
brothers and sisters the building decays because of sl othful ness.

And the roof falls down. And the roof leaks basically because of idleness of hands. And it's like that
too with our spiritual lives isn't it?

Brother, sister, are you guilty of slothfulness? Of idleness of hands? Fan into flame is the sense of
this here. 2 Timothy 1.6 Stir up the gift of God which is in thee.

It's got the sense of fan it into flame. You know get those bellows out. And put some wind into those
little embers that are just fizzling out and dying.

Into those ashes that have just got a little bit of red left in them. Get the bellows out. Fan it into
flame. That gift of God that you've got in you. That ability. That talent. That calling that God has
given to you.

Downloaded from https://yetanothersermon.host - 2026-04-04 10:19:33



[8:58] Get stirred up about it. Get stirred up about it. Stir up the
gift. Paul says. Get fired up about the gift. That gift. That calling.
That ministry. We've all got different capacities.

Will we be faithful to the Lord as honouring unto him to stand firm as God's servant. Not as a man
pleaser. When you use your gift you might upset some people. | can be guilty of that.

And it's a good thing when I'm guilty of that. If I'm pleasing God by what | say and not pleasing man.
And there might be some folk leave the church because of what | say. Because it's the truth.
There's time to speak the truth. And that is this is the time. There's never a time not to speak the
truth really is there. As Galatians 1.10 Paul put it. For do | now persuade men or God?

Or do | seek to please men? For if | yet pleased men | should not be the servant of Christ. In a way
if our church is pleasing men too much. If I'm as the preacher or whoever's preaching pleases men
too much.

[9:58] Then we're failing God. W don't want to do that brother and
sister. W need to be faithful to God's calling and to his will. To his
honour. That everything that we do as a church is glorifying unto him

That he is pleased with what we say and do. In any ministry. So undertake what he's given you to
do. | know there's folk in the children's and youth ministries.

People are energised to use the gift that they've been given. Amen. After all it's a gift. Amen. As
much as | guess there's some capacity that we can improve ourselves.

But it's God's latent talent that he has given to you. It's his ultimately and absolutely that has the
glory for any talent or ability of our own.

So reignite your faith today. Your love. Your passion. For the work of God. For his glory. In 1
Corinthians 16.15.

[10:59] It tal ks of some. They addicted thenmselves to the mnistry.

Addi cted thensel ves. That's strong words isn't it? Don't get bitter. Get
busy. Mnistry isn't always easy.

Or pleasant. And people today. It's a hard work that any of us. Whenever you stand up in your
workplace. Amongst colleagues. And amongst family and friends.

Whatever we do for the Lord. There's a cost to it isn't there? For every one of us. Whether it's
whatever your work or calling is.

| mean for some it's praying. | know there's some that were telling me. How there's some prayerful
people in this church. And we thank God for that. Whatever it is that God has given you to do. Do it.
Do it with all your might. And stop resisting the potter's hand. We can make the mistake of resisting
God's hand. He's the potter. We are the clay. Let us resign to his prompting.

[11:56] And obey that. \Were's your gift gone? Stir it up. Stir it up.

Fan it into flane. The gift. And secondly the glory. Wien we think of the
things that we need to get fired up about.

We want everything that we do to give glory to him. As it says in 1 Corinthians 10.31. That
whatsoever we do is to his glory. 1 Corinthians 10.31.

The glory of the Lord. Back in the Old Testament. The glory left. Ichabod was written over the
church. To the gathering time. The gathering place of God's people.

The glory left. The Shekinah. The glory of God had departed. And people today. In many ways. The
glory has gone. The glory has gone.

The reverence has gone. That all that fear of God has gone. In the churches of God. By and large.
And in many circles. And we can likewise be neglectful of that glory.

[12: 53] W& want God to be glorified. As the ultinmate and absol ute. The

gl ori ous nessage. The word of God. For that to be prevalent. And

predom nating. And for the word to be glorified. And have free course.

For the word to not be neglected. But to be declared soundly and strongly. Not to be cheapened. As
some kind of cheap substitute. Counterfeit gospel. Not to be wavered.

Not to be diluted. Not to be watered down. To make it more palatable. This is true. And people
today. | know there's some folk. Many folk are on different medications.

Or something. You can't water down that medication. The doctor says. There's so many milligrams.
Or so many tablets. You can't muck around with that. And people today. You can't muck around
with the word of God.
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We need the unadulterated word of God. We don't want the nearly inspired version. The NIV. We
don't want any cheap substitute. We want the full counsel. Of the word of God.

[13:50] W& want the word of God. In our hands. That we can count on. And
rely upon. And it needs to be full strength. Full strength nedicine.
Anen. God's word has the answer for our lives.

And it's truth. Truth is still truth. Whether you believe it or not. And it doesn't matter how many
people don't believe it. Amen. This is the truth. The word of God. God's absolute truth. And the plain
teaching of God's word is part of the glory.

Isn'tit? It's that God will be glorified. As he is front and center. And he is absolute. In our midst. In
his word.

We're hearing from God when we fellowship. Because we're hearing the word of God. And we're
reading it together. There's many scriptures. Paul talks in Acts 20. For example.

I'll touch on. To save time. The context here. In Acts 20. He's talking about serving the Lord. With all
humility of mind. So that many tears. Temptations. Or trials.

[14: 48] He said. | kept nothing back. That was profitable. He tal ks about
goi ng from house to house. He says. For | shall not. To declare. Unto

you. Al the counsel of God.

He wanted to give the whole counsel. Of God. And. That's why. It's good to study the Old
Testament through. The Old. The New. And to dig deep. Of course. The sum. As we know.

It says. Rightly dividing. The certain applications. Some are not. Directly. Applied to us. But we can
learn. From the truth. Most of the types. And the meanings.

That underlie the word. As we know. The new is in the old. Concealed. And revealed. In the new.
God's word. And so. God uses old fashioned Bible preaching.

To bring revival. It says in the word of God. That the righteous man. The blessed man. Is going to
be like a tree. Planted. By the rivers of water. So there's a grounding.

[15:42] There's a planting. W're stable. And fed. As we dig deep. As our
roots extend. Into that. That fertile ground. That is the word of CGod. As
we're fed by it. As we're strengthened by it.

Now just this week. | went to Bunnings. And on some shelves there. They have the bonsai trees. If
anyone's ever seen such things. It's a tree. That's a miniature. Of the real thing.

And how does it get like that? | was reading how. They put the. Tree. As it's young. In a pot. And
they cut the roots. They keep trimming the roots. And changing the shape.

As they twist the branches. And. It's. Forms. A miniature. Of the. Full tree. They also.

Reduce. The nutrients. That come into the bonsai tree. The roots. Are the secret. To its size.
Because the roots. Are not deep. And. Extended. And how's your.

[16:39] Roots. As a Christian. Are you planted. By the rivers of water.
Are you planted. By the word. Blessed is the nan. Read Psal m 1. People
today. W can be |like a bonsai Christian.

A bonsai Christian. You know. We. We. That could be strong. And. Vibrant. And. Flourishing. Are
just a. Miniature. Of what we could be.

We're dwarfed. We're stunted. Because we're not reading the word. We're not getting. The word.
People today. It's important. To get the word. To not. Be. Like a bonsai tree.

But to be grounded. In God's truth. And to get back to the old past. The old book. Where the glory.
Will come. The trouble is. When we've lost our foundations. We've lost our moorings.

We're just like the world about us. We've lost our Bibles. We've lost the glory. The glory has
departed. And it's like it says. In Proverbs 22. Remove not the ancient landmark.

[17:37] Wiich the fathers have said. The ancient |andmarks. W' ve gone
away fromthe landmarks. It's like. | know the bl ock here. They've got to
do some nore surveying. They've got to know. Where to put things. And
this is how we know.

Whether we line up. It's by the landmarks. Isn't it? It's by the. The boundaries. The. That God has
mapped out for us. He's spelled out for us.

He's clearly delineated for us. What the truth is. Where the right way is. Where the truth is. And if
we get away from the word. We get away from the glory. So we need the gift of God. Use those
talents.
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Those callings. Those abilities. The glory of God. That the word will be central. We'll hear it. And
heed it. Be planted in it. And God will be glorified. As the word has free course. And is glorified.
And we need the gospel people. We need the gospel. Judgment is coming. Across the land.
Judgment is coming. Across the world community. And our own nation. For it's sin. For it's sin.
[18: 34] We know how things are going absolutely to a total nmess in the
worl d today. As we sing. And it's been said that this is a cycle that's
been seen over history.

In great nations. In great civilizations. It's been said that there's an average cycle of 200 years.
Where each one of the nations goes through this sequence. From spiritual faith.

To great courage. From great courage to liberty. From liberty to abundance. From abundance to
selfishness. From selfishness to complacency.

From complacency to apathy. From apathy to dependency. And from dependency back to
bondage. And people today. | believe our nation. And the world at large.

In rejecting Christ and the gospel. Is headed for bondage. Is headed for destruction. No matter what
the United Nations might do. With all the so-called man-made climate change.

[19:32] And all the nmachinations of world government. Trying to solve the
worl d's problenms. And play God. People today. This world. This world
comuni ty.

Is headed for destruction. And judgment is coming. For our nation. For our world at large. Masses
are headed for eternal destruction. And | get fired up. | get fired up. Don't you?

Don't you get fired up to think. There's a hell. There's a judgment to come. There's many lost. And
dying in our world. | get fired up. Don't you? To impart the message. The gospel.

While we can. When was the last time you gave out a gospel tract? When was the last time you
cared enough. To tell a soul.

Of salvation. Of the saviour. Of judgment to come. Of a sin. Forgiven. Of a life in heaven. When was
the last time you cared.

[20:27] To witness. Are you fired up? Are you fired up? Or is it just a
Sunday Christianity. That you just clock in and out of. As it suits you.
The reality of sin.

Of hell. Of judgment to come. Have we lost the conviction? Have we lost the fire? The purpose that
our saviour had to seek.

To save the lost. Of salvation. That is by grace. Plus nothing and minus nothing. That's his
wonderful work. That he would. We want to give him the glory for.

Are we giving him the glory when we don't open our mouths? When we don't pass it on? Don't keep
it to yourself. Don't be selfish with the gospel. Get fired up. Get fired up. With the great commission.
It's great. And people today just wrapping up the gift. You've got a gift. Use it. Whatever it is. A gift
to pray. A gift of hospitality. A gift to care.

[21:23] Agift to wite. To phone. To visit. To love. A gift. To speak.

To care. To love. To minister to kids.

Children. Youth. To witness. The gift. Use it. Get fired up about it. The glory. Get fired up about it.
The glory. We've lost it by and large because we've got away from the word.

Get back to that. The gospel. Get back to that. Get fired up by the gospel. And lastly. Get fired up
about the gathering. The gathering. The church. The church. The gathering together of the godly.
We should get fired up about that. And | know you are. You're here today. And we can all have
times when we can't make church. And as it were. The gathering. The assembling. The getting
together.

But how we need to be a church. That's getting on with it. An old fashioned Bible believing. Bible
preaching church. A church that pleases the Lord. Not geared to impress men.

[22:20] Not that everything' s geared about making people feel. Oh that
was. That gave nme a buzz. 1'll go there again. And we're not about giving
you warm and fuzzies. And scratching your back.

And itching your scratches. Scratching your itches. But we're not about that today. We're not about
that. You might get really cheesed off with some of the things that get happening here.

Especially when they're talking about sin and judgment. And hell. And saying wait. Why don't you
give out a track? Come on. Get off your seat. People today. We need to be challenged.

Downloaded from https://yetanothersermon.host - 2026-04-04 10:19:33



We need to be challenged. We need. And how can we be challenged? As we exhort one another. |
can get challenged by you. As you exhort me. As we exhort one another.

That's what we need. To be a church that faithfully preaches Christ. In the here. And in the beyond.
In the regions beyond. That cares about missions. That cares about souls.

[23:15] In other lands. In our own streets. A church that takes a stand.
Upon the doctrines of the word of God. So we won't mess about with. New
fad i deas that don't measure up.

We won't have a bar of that. We're not going to mess with it. A church that stands without apology.
On the faith that was once delivered. For the saints. That we want to earnestly contend for. We're
not.

An emergent church. It's one of the. Some of those things. I'm still learning what they're all about.
Because it's just. I'm not really interested. A seeker sensitive church. A post-modern church.
We're not that. We're not a mega church. We're not a purpose drivel church. We're not into that
stuff. We just want the word. We want to exhort one another. We want to grow. We want to be
biblical.

And that's. That's not to say there's bits and pieces. That might be good in other. Contexts. And
that's not to say. We can't be innovative. And do things different. And that we've got a rigid formula.
[24: 11] That we're straight jacketed to. O a certain tradition to
follow But we want to be following this. Amen. This is what we want to
follow This is what we want to be led by. And that notivates everything
we do.

We don't have to be with it. Whatever it is. We want to be with him. Amen. Not to be hip and cool. |
mean maybe we will be sometimes. But we don't have to be any of that.

We just want to be with our saviour. Amen. We want the glory to be his. Not preaching some kind of
vague self-esteem kind of gospel. That's really no gospel at all. To be biblical.

Really some of the hip names that come with some of the old. Some of these new fat ideas. They're
really old fashioned damnable heresies. Because it's saying that a man can make himself.

He can save himself by lifting up his own bootstraps. And there's many paths to God. There's all
kinds of crazy ideas out there now. And as I've said before.

[25:06] It's going really from beyond ecunenismto interfaith. Were
they're just saying. Hey we don't have too nuch differences with Mislins
or Jews or what not.

And yet they don't have the saviour that we have. They don't have Christ. People today we can't
mess with that. So let's not fashion a God after our own invention. But let's get back to the biblical
model.

And | trust we will and are doing and will continue to do. That we're not here to be entertained. Or to
have comedy. Or to have some kind of show. | mean there might be some humour now and again.
You're allowed to smile now and again as a Christian. Amen. But we can be encouraged today.
That's what matters isn't it? That's what really counts. And that we can get fired up about the
gathering.

About the church of God. It's being said many are called and few are chosen. Someone said many
are cold and a few are frozen. Let's not be like that.

[26:02] Aren. We don't want to be like that do we? W want to be on fire
don't we? Not frozen. W need to thaw out a bit sonetines. Amen. W need
to thaw out. Not to be cold and frozen.

But to be working for the saviour. Living the life. A solid church. A strong church. A Christ honouring
church. This is not a time to give ground but to take ground.

This is not a time to be closing down churches. But to be opening them up. To be planting them.
And if God helps us to. I'd love to see that happen. There's opportunity.

There's plenty of region around us that is crying out. And we're not confined to this place. Or this
suburb. But I'd like to see services extended.

As God helps us to. As God gives us the capacity to. That we can extend the kingdom of God.
We're not in about retreat. Or some fatalistic wait for the rapture.

[26:57] We're here to occupy till he cones. Amen. And there's souls out
there. If there's other Christ honouring Bible based churches. That have
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got reverence. That have got dogmatic biblical preaching.

We want to support that. And extend that. To see that happen. And plant. God helping us. To see
other things extended. That we can be that church with a passion. To grow.

To glorify the Lord. To reach out. And that our church can be memorable. That can be meaningful.
That can be heartfelt. A church that cares.

A church that's real. That cares about fervent evangelism. It cares about personal holiness. It cares
about people. About souls. About the community that's all about us.

That we really care. We really care. It's not just lip service. And that we can get conviction when we
come to church. We can get convicted about what we're not doing. Not that it's about doing.
[27:54] But we can get convicted about what. Wat woul d pl ease our

master. That we're neglecting. It's Iike the roof falling down. The

dri ppi ng roof.

Out of idleness of hands. It's about the building decaying. Because of slothfulness. People don't be
slothful. As a Christian. There's no time for that. We've got no time to be slothful.

It's not a time to be cold. It's a time to be on fire. On fire. Fire it up. To get to that place on the
launching pad. Where we have ignition. We have ignition.

We have liftoff. But we can get fired up. In some churches the problem is coldness. Coldness. And
we're not talking about the air conditioning. We're talking about the salt.

We're talking about the fervour. The love. The love has grown cold. As our Saviour said it could.
And our first love. Have we left it? Or should we refresh it? I'm conscious I'm talking long here.

[ 28:54] Just closing now A survey was done. By a man called Barnett. And
he asked about churches. He asked. What do the unchurched fi nd.

That is the most significant factor. In selecting a church. And he said. There's a number of things.
Theological beliefs and doctrines. The quality of the programs. The classes for children. How much
the church is helping the poor.

The quality of the sermons. Getting a personal invitation. Or recommendation from someone living.
In the church. That they know and trust. Or how much the people in the church.

Seem to care about each other. And it was the last one. The last one. How much the people in the
church. Seem to care about each other. That was what really counted. And do we care.

About each other. It's love. It's love people. It's love that we need. Isn't it? A love for our Saviour. A
love for the book. A love for the brethren.

[29:51] And | trust that we have that. That we're a down to earth. A
bunch. That we're not putting on airs and graces. And you know. But we're
connected. We're connected with H's | ove.

It's that cement that puts us together. Isn't it? And how is our love? Our love today? How is your
love today? Your passion? Are you on fire? Or has your first love kind of got behind some other
loves?

And reduced? And grown cold? People today. How can we be that loving kind of church? A church
that loves. That's not a lovey-dovey, warm and fuzzy, you know, anything goes kind of love.

But a love that's based on the Word. We love the truth. We love souls. Because we love the Saviour
who wants to save them. We love heaven because we want to be there with as many as we can
take along with us.

And that's the love that we want to demonstrate and live. And in church history there were some
godly people that were called Puritans.

[30:57] Puritans. They were called that because of their strict regard
for purity. Purity of doctrine. Purity of worship. Purity of daily life.

Can we be like them? Can we follow in their tread? To be Puritans. To be pure. A truly New
Testament church that loves the Word. Is sensitive to sin. And rips us out.

And is fired up. Fired up. People, just to recap. The gift. Have you let it grow dim? Have you let it?
Just burn out. Fizzle out. Fan it into flames. Stir it up today.

The gift. The gospel. Don't neglect it. Share it. Don't keep it to yourself. Get out there and give it as
God helps you to. However may he may help you to do so. The glory.

The Word. The gathering place. The gathering of ourselves. Let's not neglect. Let's not get
apathetic or complacent. Let's do what God has called us to.
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[31:54] And be encouraged today. Blessed be the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ. Wio had blessed us with all spiritual blessings in
heavenly places in Christ.

You're blessed today. You're blessed. | heard someone say, just to have a breath is a blessing, isn't
it? Just the next breath we breathe is a blessing. And you're blessed with all spiritual blessings.

| know many come to me and many have of late. I'm all burdened down. And sadly, they're not
here. Some have spoken to me of this. | wanted to encourage you.
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