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[0: 00] Okay, so on your bulletin, if you' re going to keep notes tracked
with ne, there's going to be five questions |I'mgoing to ask. The first
two questions are going to be the nost dense. So you want to kind of keep
the first half of your notes for those first two questions and then the
second hal f for the last three.

So we'll spend our most time on the first two and then kind of hop on it for the last three. Okay, have
you ever experienced something like this before where you're going somewhere and you've got
some time to kill before you come back?

So you go, you're sitting, kind of like, okay, what should | be doing with my time right now? And then
you head back. Has anybody experienced that? | experienced that every time | go to pick up my
daughter at school.

| go there, I'm waiting. I'm like, what am | going to do with my time? And then | come back. As
Christians, we are in a very interesting moment because Jesus, he died, he was raised, he's
ascended to heaven, and he's gone there now, but he's coming back.

And so we live in between the time of his going and his coming, and we got to be asking ourselves
as a church, what are we supposed to be doing? What are we supposed to be doing in that
in-between time of his going and his coming?

[1: 20] And the good news is that he has told us what we are to be doi ng.
So if you want to open up your Bibles to Matthew chapter 28, it's the
passage that Eric opened us up with, and he's going to close us with, but
I"mgoing to read it once nore because Jesus has given us a charge as a
church of what we shoul d be doing between his going, and he's at the

right hand of God in heaven, and his coning back when he will judge all

t hi ngs, make things right.

So let me read this. May God bless the reading of his word. Matthew 28, 18 through 20. And Jesus
came and said to them, All authority in heaven and earth has been given to me.

Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the
Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that | have commanded you. And behold, | am
with you always to the end of the age.

Just a quick thing to notice. When Jesus says, As all authority in heaven and earth has been given
to me, he's making a massive claim. He's saying he has all rights and authority as the risen king to
tell us what to do.

There's no denying it. And so here we are, Christ the King Church, looking at this commissioning,
and we've got to ask ourselves, Well, what does this mean?

[2:51] So here's how we're going to proceed. That little word, disciples,
Go, therefore, nake disciples, disciples of Jesus, that word disciples.
Let's ask it five questions. Wiy nake discipl es?

What is a disciple? How do you make disciples? Who makes disciples? And where do you make
disciples? So the first half of the sermon, or this teaching, is going to be on the first two questions.
Why make disciples? And what is a disciple? Here's what you need to be aware of. If we aren't
clear on this, we will end up as a church in the individual members of the church, living for good
things, but less important things.

This commission is defining for us. It aims us as a church. And so I'm committed to deliver a
message like this at least twice a year, in order to keep us focused on what Jesus has
commissioned us to do, so that we're all on the same page, because we can drift from these things.

Downloaded from https://yetanothersermon.host - 2026-04-03 14:44:59



All right, having said that, let's ask this first question, why make disciples? And this is a time to
come draw with me.

[4:11] Who likes drawi ng pictures? One person. Al right. Wy nake

di sciples? Wll, you could say, well, Jesus conmmanded it, and that is on
mar k.

But we can ask another question, well, why did Jesus command it? And he commanded it, because
God's got a plan for the fullness of time. This is Ephesians 1.10. To unite all things in Christ, things
in heaven, and things on earth.

And so, God has a big plan. It's a plan. And so, there's five components to this plan. The firstis, it is
a Father, Son, Holy Spirit, triune plan.

That's the first thing you need to understand, that this is a triune plan. You remember in the Great
Commission, Jesus says, baptizing them in the name, singular, of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
This is a triune plan. But it's not just a triune plan. This is a big plan. This is a big plan for all people
and all time.

[5:19] So, the triune God is reigning over all people and all tineg,
acconmplishing His big plan. This is why we nake disciples.

We get to join Him in what He's doing. So, this is a plan for all people and all time. But we also know
that this plan is a Christocentric plan.

This is a plan in which Jesus plays a central role. God the Father ordains salvation. God the Son
accomplishes salvation. And God the Holy Spirit applies that work to us.

And so, what we want to represent it is this way. Jesus is at the center of this plan. His cross work.
His death and His resurrection. But we also know that Jesus, the second person of the Trinity, is the
Creator.

And we also know that the second person of the Trinity, Jesus, is actually the judge of all. So, this is
a Christocentric, this is a Christ-pervasive plan.

[6:29] This is a big plan for all tine, all people, and it's focused on
Christ. God's going to unite all things in this plan for the full ness of
time in Christ. It's a big plan, with Jesus at the mddle of it.

But it's also a people-moving plan. This is the hardest one to draw. | know you were wondering.
What we learn from our Bibles is that people are born into sin, and they reject God.

And so, instead of running to the cross of Jesus Christ, they're actually running away from it. They
are created by God, but they don't want to have anything to do with God.

They are living for idols. They're living for created things, not the Creator of all things. And so, what
God in His grace and mercy does is those people who are living in the domain of darkness,
Colossians 1.13, He graciously calls to Himself through Jesus Christ.

And what He does is He's creating a people who are born of God. They get flipped by the grace of
God in Christ Jesus, and now they are living for Him.

[7:45] And we tal k about this as together follow ng Jesus. This is how
the church is popul at ed.

How the new people of God comes into being. It's through the work of Jesus Christ. And so, this is
a triune plan. This is a big plan for the fullness of time.

It's a Christocentric plan. It's a people-moving plan of God delivering people from the domain of
darkness and transferring them into the kingdom of the beloved Son.

But we also know that this plan is a glory plan. This is about God's glory in all the world by rescuing
people from Himself.

So this is Revelation chapter 9, or 7 verse 9, where God is, through His gracious work, populating
the throne room of God with worshipers.

[8: 48] John Piper talks about it as missions exist because the worship of
God does not. And so what He's doing is He's creating for Hinself,
gathering for Hi nmself fromevery people, tribe, and nation, a

bl ood- bought people, a new people who have Jesus at the center of their
very l|iving.

So this is why we make disciples. So what are we supposed to be doing in between Jesus going
and His coming? Well, we get to join in what God is doing in His big plan for the fullness of time.
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And it starts reorienting you in how you think about your daily schedule to get to join in what God is
doing. Okay, so the next question becomes not just why make disciples, He's got a plan for the
fullness of time, but we've got to ask an even more basic question, what is a disciple?

Let's just say that we are a company working together to build carbon fiber handlebars for mountain
bikes. or we're a company building really cool pants to be walking in.

So we would have to be very clear on what this product is and the kind of things where we're using
it and how we go about making these things and so that we are actually kind of fulfilling our purpose
as a company and generating these items, right?

[10: 09] We've got to be all united on what this is that we're noving
towards, and that is a disciple of Jesus Christ. W all got to be clear
on what is a disciple of Jesus Christ, not only for our own sake, but as
we rmeke them nore and nore.

So | am basically, you can call a disciple of Jesus as a wholehearted follower of Jesus. It's all about
Jesus.

But we use an acronym around here to kind of spell that out. And it's the acronym TUMB. | know
this might be hard to see because it's so low for those in the back.

But what I've written is the word TUMB, T-O-M-B, and it is vertically laid out. Now here's why I'm
doing this. Jesus went dead into the tomb and came out of the tomb alive.

This is gospel. This happened in real time, in real space. And He went into the tomb dead and came
out alive so that we could treasure Him above all else.

[11: 21] He went into the tonb dead and canme out alive so that we could
obey Hmin all that He conmmands. He went into the tonb dead and cane out
alive so that we could magnify H manong all people. He went into the
tonb dead and cane out alive so that we could belong to Hmw th all who
treasure Him

That we would love one another just as He has loved us. And so when we talk about this idea of
tomb, what it is, is just simply talking about kind of the functional centrality of the gospel, if you've
heard that before.

This is the centrality of Christ operating in our midst. So let's just spell this out a little bit. So Jesus
died, went into the tomb dead, and came out alive so that we would treasure Jesus above all else.
You know that command? You shall have no other gods before me. That's what we're talking about
here. That Jesus is our greatest treasure. How did Paul say it in Philippians 3.8?

| think he said it like this. | consider everything a loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing
Christ Jesus my Lord.

[12:35] That's value talk. That's treasure talk. That's recognizing that
Jesus is His greatest treasure. For me to live is Christ and to die is
gai n.

Next week I'm going to start preaching through the book of Colossians. And we're going to be in the
book of Colossians all the way most likely through June. And the title of the sermon series is Christ
Central.

Because He is preeminent and pervasive in all that we are and do. And so treasuring Jesus, | know
that might sound great, but boy, it's a daily fight for the allegiance of our hearts.

And so here's how that shakes out on a daily basis. Sometime during the day. For me it has to
happen early, otherwise other things will lay claim to my heart.

It's got to happen early. And it goes something like this. It says, Jesus, You are worth everything in
my life. I'm not my own. You've bought me with a price. | belong to You. All that | am, all that | do, |
am Yours.

[13:44] You are worthy. My life is forfeit for Your nanesake. Because
You're worthy of that. So could you imagine if nore and nore of us on a
daily basis are purposefully treasuring Jesus above all else and
recognizing it's through His cross work that He nmakes it even possible.

So, treasuring Jesus above all else, I'm going to make an argument. That is the very headwaters of
discipleship to Jesus.

It's where everything starts, where everything flows out of. And so if you're trying to obey Jesus
without treasuring Him, it's going to be a little challenging.
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But if you're going to obey Jesus out of saying, Oh, He is my everything, you know what happens to
obedience? There's joy that rings through it. Okay, so let's keep moving.

So treasure Jesus above all. Obey Jesus in all. There's that little spot in the Great Commission
where Jesus has just said, Hey, go make disciples, baptizing them in the name of the Father and
the Son and the Holy Spirit.

[15: 01] Teaching themto observe all that | have comanded. To obey Jesus
in all that He commands. That's what it nmeans to be a disciple.

That we're taking Jesus' words and obeying them. Because He's the all-authoritative King. All
authority on heaven and earth has been given to Him. So what He says goes.

And if you're treasuring Him above all else, when you hear Him tell you to do something, you are
like, Of course | will do that. There's no one like you. I'll obey you.

Because | want more and more people to treasure you as well. So that obedience, if you're kind of
like, Well, that sounds great. Where do | look that up? Where do | look to find where to obey Jesus?
A great spot is the Sermon on the Mount. Matthew 5, 6, and 7. Jesus lays out for His followers what
it looks like to obey Him. It is a beautiful passage.

[16: 06] And so He addresses noral issues. He addresses all sorts of

di fferent issues. He addresses where our hopes lie, howto deal with
conflict. It's all there. So what is a disciple?

Wholehearted follower of Jesus who treasures Jesus above all else, who obeys Jesus in all that He
commands, who magnifies Jesus among all people.

And when you hear that word magnify, maybe you think microscopic magnification, where you have
a little beep-boop-beep-boop, little microscope, and you've got little things, and you're trying to
make little things bigger than they are, and you're like, Oh, that's pretty interesting.

This is not microscopic magnification. This is, another John Piper quote, telescopic magnification.
This is something heavenly and glorious that we are bringing into clearer focus.

And you know what? We're the telescope. We're the ones who are to a world living in darkness.
[17:15] We are the ones who get to tel escope Jesus to show Hi s great
worth, to live lives that are consistent with who He is and what He's
done.

There's this great little sweet spot in Matthew chapter 5. It's part of the Sermon on the Mount. Very
early on, Jesus says this, In the same way, this is where He's talking about salt and light.

In the same way, let your light shine before others so that they may see your good works and give
glory to your Father who is in heaven. So our very lives, telescope, magnify Jesus, or they don't.
And so this is what it means to bring glory to the name of Jesus in all that we say and do. So this is
part of what it means to be a disciple of Jesus.

Another way to talk about it is you're no longer living for your name, you're living for the name of
Jesus to magnify it, to make much of it. The last one is belong to Jesus.

[18:28] And this is the horizontal aspect of being a disciple of Jesus
Christ. We belong to Jesus with all who treasure Hm It nmeans we are
maki ng concerted, intentional, purposeful effort to | ove one another just
as Jesus has | oved us.

This is John 13, 34 and 35. This is the sticky love of being a follower of Jesus. Not sticky gross,
sticky good. This is something that unites us together and it marks us.

It separates us out. Listen to how Jesus says it in John chapter 13. He says this, A new
commandment | give to you that you love one another just as | have loved you.

You also are to love one another. He's about to lay down His life for them. Verse 35, But this, by
this, this love for one another, people will know that you are my disciples if you have love for one
another.

This is something that we teach disciples to do. It's a commandment to observe. But what | want to
do is mark it out as being this is normal course for being a follower of Jesus Christ.

[19:48] Jesus went to the tonb dead and came out alive so that we could
| ove one another as He has |oved us. So we | ove one another over and
beyond our differences.

And we're loving one another unto Jesus Himself. This is what marks us as unique. Francis
Schaeffer, that old pastor guy who wore knickers, he talked about our love for one another as being
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the final apologetic.

It makes a claim about the validity of the Christian faith. So it's possible that someone who's not a
Christian can see the way that we're loving one another and draw a conclusion.

Hold on. That is unusual love. Maybe even supernatural love. Maybe what they're saying about
Jesus is true. Do you see how that works?

That's what Jesus talks about. Not just here in John 13 but in John 17 as well. So Jesus went to the
tomb and came out so that we would treasure Him above all else, obey Him in all the commands,
magnify Him among all people, and that we would belong to Him with everyone who treasures Him.
[21: 03] So this is just kind of basic Christianity. And do you know what
this little acronymdoes for us? It's a diagnostic. It helps you to

eval uate your own follow ng of Jesus.

Are you treasuring Jesus above all else? What's contending for your heart? Are you obeying Jesus
in all that He commands?

When was the last time you looked to His commands? Are you telescoping Jesus in all that you do?
Are you giving Him other people that He's the reason why you have hope?

And are you making effort to love our brothers and sisters around us? So it's a helpful little
diagnostic. Do you see that? All right.

How much time have we got? I've got about 10 minutes. We've got to put it in overdrive. Okay. So
why make disciples? What is disciple? So Jesus is gone.

[22:07] He's at the right hand of God. He's going to cone back. And in
bet ween, what are we supposed to be doing? W join what God is doing in
H's plan for the fullness of tine. And we ourselves are seeking to be
whol ehearted foll owers of Jesus and help others treasure Jesus above all
el se.

What a worthy calling on our lives. All right. Let's put it into overdrive. Did it come out right side up?
Yes! It's like pulling out a cake and, well, it rose. Okay. So three more questions.

Next one is how to make disciples. Oh, by the way, | never mentioned this. This material originated
out of a book called The Vine Project.

It's something the elders went through almost four years now. And the book is intended to help
churches become disciple-making churches.

[23:09] I'll tweak sonme of it. But by and | arge, these questions are
coming fromthat book to help us fulfill the Great Comm ssion. So now the
qguestion is how to make disciples. And in the book, we are given four Ps.

First P is this. Proclaim God's Word. Proclaim God's Word. So, | hope you know this, but I'm just
going to state it to make it explicit.

There's no following Jesus without God's Word. This book is a light unto our path, a lamp unto our
feet. This book reveals God.

It reveals His will. It reveals God's salvation. It reveals Jesus from Genesis to Revelation. This book
is absolutely vital in order to make disciples of Jesus, in order for you to be a wholehearted follower
of Jesus.

So you need this book. It's living and active. Penetrates, you know, heart, mind, soul. This book is
actually originated. Every word from the very mind of God, it is God-breathed.

[24:20] This book is central to our own discipleship and our

di sciple-making. And so if we're going to be making disciples, we're
going to be constantly bringing people back to this book.

Helping them understand who God is. Helping them understand God's will. This book is absolutely
vital to that. So we're proclaiming God's Word.

Now that doesn't mean like you're having, you're at the buzz with a friend, they're struggling with
something, and you pull out your pulpit, and you set up and you preach to them.

That's not how that rolls. How it rolls is, conversationally, you're raising things from God's Word.
Have you thought about this? Do you know this is in your Bible? Okay.

Next thing is pray in step with God's Spirit. The Holy Spirit.

[25: 23] The Holy Spirit is seeking to apply the finished work of Jesus to
the life of the believer. And so we are constantly asking things |ike
this. God, how can | hel p?
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What are you doing in Josiah's life, or Zach's life, or Jenny's life, or Mary's life, or this life of my
brother here, or this sister here? What are you doing, Spirit?

And would you direct me to love them with your Word? And so we're praying for kind of fresh
pouring outs of the Holy Spirit in the life of our church.

We're praying that the Holy Spirit will be applying the truth of God's Word to the life of people and
transforming them for the glory of Christ. So we're praying that. Prayer is absolutely vital to making

disciples.
So we proclaim, we pray. People are God's co-workers. And this can mean a couple things.
[26:24] It nmeans that, |I'mgoing to devel op that nore under the next

guestion, but essentially what it neans is is that every Christian has
been gifted by the Holy Spirit to contribute to the building up of the
| ocal church.

That's right in 1 Corinthians chapter 12. So we want to help Christians find out what their gifts are to
use them to the building up of the church, but we also want to get our brothers and sisters gifts
functioning in our life together as a church in order to make disciples of people.

And so people are God's co-workers. We believe in what's called the priesthood of all believers,
around here, that every member is a minister. It's the last one. Persevere step by step.

There are these constant calls for endurance in our Bibles. In Colossians, it starts off, Paul's going
to be praying for strength for the Colossian church that they would endure, that they'd persevere.
Making disciples requires perseverance. Do you know why? People are messy. There's a lot of
people drama when it comes to making disciples.

[27:39] Making disciples isn't for the fainthearted. If you don't |ike
nmessy, uncontrolled situations, out of control feelings, sonetines it's
goi ng to be tough to be maki ng di sciples.

But instead of trying to control it yourself, what you're doing is, you're entrusting yourself to your
God. And you're persevering step by step, day by day, and bringing God's word to bear in the life of
your brothers and sisters.

It requires perseverance. It requires endurance. It's hard work. You'll get yelled at. You'll get
ignored. People impute motives on you because you're trying to help, but they see threat.

And so this is the stuff we need to persevere through because we treasure Jesus above all else. So
how to make disciples? Well, the four Ps, proclaim God's word, pray in step of the Spirit.

People are God's co-workers, persevere step by step. Jesus has gone. He's at the right hand of
God. He's going to come back. And so what are we going to do in between? We're going to make
disciples of Him.

[28:42] We're going to persevere in that. We're going to help others do
that. Now, you m ght be saying, well, that sounds great theoretically,

Sal vati, but man, | don't know where to start with that kind of stuff.

Would you write down in your notes three dates? March 14th, it's a Thursday. March 21st, it's a
Thursday. Thursday, March 28th, it's a Thursday.

What we're going to do here is we're having a disciple-making workshop, Thursday nights in March,
so that you can be equipped in how to make disciples.

Okay. Who makes disciples? Short answer is, we all do.

Disciple-making is a church project. You're not paying me to make disciples of the nations.
According to Ephesians 11, well, that'd be great if Ephesians had 11 chapters.

[ 29: 50] Ephesians chapter 4, verses 11 and 12, we learn that the risen
Christ has given the gift of |eadership, pastor-teacher in order to equip
the saints for works of mnistry, service.

Service. It's we, you, who are to be making disciples of Jesus Christ. The illustration that | like to
use in this one is this.

If you went to our website, you hit the menu, and one of the menu features is the ministry staff of
Christ the King Church. And you clicked it, and all 130 members of Christ the King Church showed
up.

There you have the ministry staff of Christ the King Church. We all are the ministry staff of Christ
the King Church. We believe in the priesthood of all believers.

Downloaded from https://yetanothersermon.host - 2026-04-03 14:44:59



We believe in every member of ministry. We believe that every Christian in the room has been
gifted by the Holy Spirit with a particular gift to build up the church. Do you want to know where your
sweet spot of ministry is?

[30:58] Here's where it is. It's a cross-section between there's a need
sonmewhere in making disciples, and then there's the gift the Spirit has

gi ven you.

That intersection will be the sweet spot of your ministry, of your service. And you want to find that.
You want to know what it is. And so here's what we're going to do.

So we've got this disciple-making workshop coming up in March. Soon thereafter, probably in April,
we're going to have a ministry fair down in the fellowship hall.

We're going to be like, okay, here are the ministries of Christ the King Church. Here's where you
can get involved and now use your gift to make disciples as part of our church together.

And so we'll come up with a more specific date on that. But what you need to understand is, we
don't think of Christians as being simply passive spectators in a gathering, but active participants
fulfilling the Great Commission together as a church.

[32:05] And so if you're a nmenber or you're a Christian and you're not
using your gift, that's got to change. W need to get you in the gane.

You need to be equipped. You need to get placed. And we're here to help with that. That's one of
my jobs, is to find a spot for you to meaningfully serve. Last question.

Where are disciples made? Where are disciples made? Where do we make disciples? Wherever
the church be, we be making disciples.

Wherever the church be, we be making disciples with one little caveat. When we're in glory, we're
no longer making disciples.

So really, wherever the church be, this side of Christ's return, we be making disciples. We've got a
window of time in all eternity to be making disciples of Jesus Christ.

[33:11] If you leave this building in the front door, in the back door,
in the jam above the door, you'll see this phrase, you are now entering
your m ssion field.

That's on the money. It's every time you leave this place. When the church gathers, the church is
scattered, and you go out into your mission field. And so, moms, grandmas, grandpas, dads, you
know where your mission field starts?

With your children. That's your mission field. You're living in it. That's where it starts. It goes to our
neighborhoods. Do you know the names of your neighbors around you? It goes into our
workplaces.

It goes into our recreation. It goes into Saturday morning, Saturday afternoon, Sunday afternoon,
kids' activities. When your kids are playing soccer or baseball, what an opportunity that is.
Wherever the church be, we be making disciples. So, where do we make disciples? Well, wherever.
Wherever we go.

[34:25] So, even if that neans you get transferred by your job to another
pl ace, another city, you'll be going to make disciples for Jesus Christ.

So, wherever the church be, we be making disciples. Remember that quote by John Piper, missions
exist because the worship of God does not. It's what we're talking about.

The city of Kenosha is filled with false worshipers. And we have the opportunity to make disciples.
And they, to bring glory and majesty to Jesus.

Alright, let me just wrap this up. Jesus has gone. He's at the right hand of God. And we're one day
closer to His return. So, what should we be doing?

We should be making disciples. Why? Because God's got a plan for the fullness of time. And we get
to join Him in that. What? Jesus went to the tomb and came out so that you could treasure Him
above all else.

[35:35] And obey Hm And nagnify Hm And belong to Hm As well as help
others treasure Hm And obey Hm Mgnify Hm And belong to Hm How
are we to do it? W' re to use God's Wrd.

We're to pray. We're to leverage the gifts that God has given us. And we're to persevere in that.
Who? We are the disciple makers. We're the ministry staff of Christ the King Church.
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Where? Wherever. Wherever the church be, we'd be making disciples. So, let me ask you this. As
we went through this, was there one particular area where you're saying, Yeah, God found a mark
right there.

| need to take a step right there. And if you're like, well, | don't know. | don't have a particular area. |
got one for you. Start with treasuring Jesus above all else.

Start with, okay, just start saying, Lord Jesus, would you reveal yourself to me in greater and
greater majesty. That's the great, He is the great headwaters of discipleship.

[36:43] Okay, gang. |'Il probably share a sernon like this with you in
probably six nonths or so. Qur tendency is to drift away fromthese

t hi ngs.

So, let's just stay focused. And when Jesus comes back or we see Him face to face, we can say,
Oh Lord, we did everything we could for the glory of Your name. Let's pray.

God in heaven, thank You so much that You have rescued us from little plans, temporary plans, a
purpose that has a limited scope and effect.

But You've called us to what You are doing. We are so grateful for that. Father, would You pour out
Your Holy Spirit upon us that we would serve You together in gladness, making disciples of Jesus.
God, would You add to our numbers, like-minded brothers and sisters who treasure You and obey
You and magnify You and belong, that we are deeply loving one another. Father, we entrust
ourselves to You for the glory of Your name.

[37:53] Aren. Anen. Anen.
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