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[0:00] Let me pray for us. Lord, we thank you so much for the privilege it is to gather together to
look at your word. We thank you for your Holy Spirit who illuminates our minds to
understand your word, who empowers us to live out what we understand of your word.

And we just pray that you would help us as we go through this to understand, to know,
and to put into practice the things that you tell us. And we pray all this in the name of
Christ. Amen. Amen. Y'all come on in.

All right. So make sure you grab a, I don't know if you've got a handout, but you'll probably
need one as we get closer to the end. And then we're in Philippians chapter 4.

We're in the last chapter of Philippians. And we're going to look at verses 1 through 5. And
we're going to talk about conflict today. Conflict. We're just all going to get mad at each
other today.

All right. We can. So most likely, just as we're kind of looking forward to the future and
kind of where we're headed, we will probably end up finishing the book of Philippians by
the end of May.

[1:13] Like the last or second to last Thursday of May. Then I'm probably going to want to try to
take maybe a week or two off.

And give us some time to, it'll give you time to kind of see where we're going to head next.
And kind of chat up some things. So anyway, we're coming to the end of Philippians.

And so just know, as I get more clear in my head kind of where we need to go, what we
need to do, I'll get back with you on that. But just letting you know that that's sort of
coming kind of at the end of May.

So anyway, with that said, let me read our passage. We're going to do verses 1 through 5.
And then we'll dive into it. Philippians chapter 1.

Therefore, my beloved, chapter 4, verse 1. Therefore, my beloved brethren, whom I long
to see my joy and crown in this way, stand firm in the Lord, my beloved.

[2:16] I urge Judea and I urge Synthica to live in harmony in the Lord. Indeed, true companion, I
ask you also to help these women who have shared my struggle in the cause of the
gospel, together with Clement, also the rest of my fellow workers, whose names are in the
book of life.

Rejoice in the Lord always. Again, I will say rejoice. Let your gentle spirit be known to all
men. The Lord is near. So, Paul comes kind of to the end of the book.

And before he's going to sign off, he's got one more thing, you know, a few more things he
wants to deal with. And he's coming to talk about these two ladies. And everything kind of
surrounding that sort of centers on this problem that we have.

And so we want to talk about conflict in two parts. We're going to talk about conflict itself.
And then we want to talk about resolving conflict. We can't really resolve conflict in a
biblical way unless we understand why conflict exists.

And there's a lot of things out there in the world trying to tell us why different types of
conflict exist. But I believe that all conflict boils down to one source.
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[3:40] And so we're going to see that. But let's just take a look. These two ladies. What does
Paul urge these two ladies to do? To live in harmony.

Now, different translations say that a little differently. This one, this is the New American
Standard Bible of 1991, I think it is.

Or 95. And it says to live in harmony. Does somebody have like an NIV, a King James?
Agree. Yours says agree. Joy. Joy and crown.

Joy and crown, okay? Be of the same mind. Be of the same mind. In the Lord. That's right.
So here's what's interesting is that this idea of living in harmony, being in agreement,
being of the same mind, think back.

And that's exactly what you had in Philippians chapter 2. Where he says, be of the same
mind. And then in verse 5 he says, have the same attitude in yourselves, which was also
in Christ Jesus.

[4:45] So that's sort of what he's getting at here. That he wants them to be of the same mind,
which then reveals to us the nature of the conflict, right?

They're not of the same mind. They're not in agreement. They're not in harmony. Okay?
So the nature of conflict comes because there's this lack of agreement, this lack of
harmony between us.

So I want to get more specific about the source of conflict. And I want us to turn to another
passage. So you can open your Bibles and go to James chapter 4.

James chapter 4. And in this little letter, James is writing to Christians. And every part of
this is to Christians.

And I want us to read chapter 4, verse 1 through 4. And I want us to read it very carefully
and slowly because there's a lot here that helps us sort of grapple with the source of
conflict.

[5:53] Alright? Here we go. He says, What is the source of quarrels and conflicts among you?
Now, full stop. Now, how much more clear can we be?

I mean, you just look at that. What is the source of quarrels and conflicts among you?
Now, when he says among you, right?

Here's what we know. He's talking about more than one person. It's something that's
among you. He sees it in their churches. And he says, there's quarrel, there's conflict
among you.

So what's the source? Okay? That's what he's going to answer. He says, is not the source
your pleasures that wage war in your members?

Okay? So, the source is pleasures. And these pleasures are waging war in your
members.

[6:56] Now, here's what we've got to understand. What does it mean, members? It doesn't mean
members of your church. It means members of your body. So, I have pleasures in me.

I have desires. That's what this word is. It's desires that are in me. And they're waging war
inside of me. You have desires that are in you that are waging a war inside of you.

And when you and I meet together, the source of the conflict between us is that you have
desires and I have desires. And they clash.

Does that make sense? Here's what's interesting. This word for pleasures. Now, I think
the NASB could have done better. I think they could have used the word desire.

I think that would have worked better. Some of you, yours may have. It says your desire is
for pleasure. Your desire is for pleasure. So, the word is the word that is sometimes
translated for lust.
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[8:02] But the problem is this. This word is not a negative word. Matter of fact, there are places
that it's used in scriptures where Paul says, I long for you.

Or it talks about how Christ will long for his people. Right? And it's the same kind of idea.
So, it's a desire. But it can be a desire for a good thing or a desire for a bad thing.

I don't want. So, when I have a desire that's waging war within me, then I'm ripe for a
conflict with somebody else.

Okay? Let's go on and see what else he's got here. He says, you lust and do not have.
Okay? So, that desire is something I'm lusting for.

I don't have that desire. You okay? Man, you did great. I'm just glad you didn't fall. He
says, you lust and do not have.

[9:02] So, you commit murder. Murder. Okay. So, I have a desire. And I want something. It's
waging war within me. It has turned from a desire to a lust.

And I don't have it. So, in order to get it, I'm going to murder. Now, do you think that
James is saying these people are actually physically taking someone's life?

No. No. No. No, he's not. Because if he was saying, you murder, then he would be going
like, you need to be put in jail. Right? So, how should we understand this idea of murder
right here?

Didn't Christ say that if you're angry with your brother? That's right. Look at Matthew
chapter 5. Okay. If you don't quit that, I'm going to throw you on the floor.

This is chapter 5, verse 21. You have heard that the ancients were told, you shall not
commit murder. By the way, this phrasing, you have heard that the ancients were told,
that's an indication that Jesus is not correcting the Ten Commandments.

[10:22] He's correcting bad teaching about the Ten Commandments. Just know that. Okay? That
you shall not commit murder, and whoever commits murder shall be liable to the court.
But I say to you that everyone who is angry with his brother will be guilty before the court.

Whoever says to his brother, you good for nothing, shall be guilty before the Supreme
Court. And whoever says, you fool, shall be guilty enough to go into the fiery hell.
Therefore, if you're presenting your offering at the altar, and there remember that your
brother has something against you, leave your offering there before the altar.

Go first be reconciled to your brother, then come and present your offering. Make friends
quickly with your opponent at law while you are with him on the way, so that your
opponent may not hand you over to the judge, and the judge or the officer, and you be
thrown into prison.

Because I say to you, you will not come out of there until you've paid every last cent. So,
the key to this, though, is back here.

I say to you, everyone who is angry with his brother shall be guilty. So, what Jesus is
saying is very similar to what James is saying, and that is that when we commit murder
here, that murder is our anger.

[11:45] Okay, so let's put this together. I have a desire for something. That desire could be for
something good or bad, and that desire grows into a lust.

I've got to have it. Okay, so it goes from I want to have it to I've got to have it, and now I'm
angry. Because either you're not giving it to me, or you're getting in my way from getting it.

I just want that to sit for a second with you. What do you think? How does that hit you? It
should hit you like a ton of bricks, and make you kind of go like, that sounds really scary.

It reminds me of a child, and you can't get whatever you want. Bingo. It's unbelievably
painful. It's easy to look at a two-year-old.
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Right, but not. Yeah. But see, what happens is we grow up as adults, and we learn to be
more sophisticated with hiding what we really want. Hiding when we're really upset about
it.

[12:56] And here's my contention. My contention is, is the more that we use our self-will to control
our behavior so that we don't expose our desires, or expose our anger when we don't get
our way, the more that we're not under the control of the Spirit for the same thing, when
we begin to lose our ability to control our own self-will, we'll start acting out like a
two-year-old.

Okay, let's go on. He says this. He says, you're envious, and you cannot obtain, so you
fight and quarrel. And then he says, you do not have because you do not ask.

In other words, you're not... The things you desire, the things you desire, I mean, if they're
good things, it's not like you should take a fast from them and avoid them.

It's just that you can't want them so much that you get angry about it. Right? So, you can
ask.

You can ask the Lord. Lord, could I please have this? That's okay. Now, he goes on to
say, you ask and do not receive because you ask with wrong motives so that you can
spend it on your pleasures.

[14:13] In other words, when we go pray, typically about our desires, it has to do then with more
about us and getting what we want than it is about God and His glory. And then he goes
on to say this, and this is where it's a gut punch.

You adulteresses. You adulteresses. Do you not know that friendship with the world is
hostility toward God?

Therefore, whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God.
Let me see if I can illustrate this in a couple ways for you. A good desire becomes a
demand.

And then it becomes your duty to either help me get it or get out of my way so that I can
get it. And we don't like thinking that that's the way we're thinking, but that is what
Scripture says we're doing.

And it happens in very small ways, even about really good things. A parent with a child.
You've got a 10-year-old child.

[15:23] You've taught them well. They should know better than to do these certain things. And you
are out in public, and you don't want the name of your family, or you don't want your
parenting to be looked down upon.

That's not a bad desire. But what happens when that child misbehaves, and now your
parenting reputation feels called into question? Do you end up disciplining that child
worse?



Downloaded from https://yetanothersermon.host - 2025-12-08 10:24:54

NINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNIN
GNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNI
NGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGN
INGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNING
NINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNIN
GNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNI
NGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGN
INGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNING
NINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNIN
GNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNI
NGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGN
INGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNING
NINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNIN
GNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNINGNI
NG and some of you kind of picked up on it when I went to go get ice cream at Marble
Slab.

How many of you remember that story? Yeah. Okay, so that right there is this exact same
thing. Was it wrong for me to want to have marshmallows in my Rocky Road ice cream?

Not at all. There's nothing wrong with that at all. But when that desire becomes a have to,
and then I don't get it, and then I'm angry, and then I start being angry with my wife
because she's trying to be nice to me and help me, you can see now all of a sudden this
has gotten out of control, and she, being a sinner, she could have responded sinfully to
me, and then all of a sudden we're in a conflict that didn't have anything to do with the two
of us together at all, but had to do with the fact that I didn't get marshmallows.

[17:10] Have you ever been in a conflict, and all of a sudden you get resolved, and you look back
and you go, what was this all about? It's because it's there. This is all through the Bible is
this idea.

You can think about David, right, with Bathsheba. Like he saw her, and he wanted her. So
he sent for her, and then when he realized he's going to get caught, and that's really
where his idol is, right?

His idolatry is not wanting to get caught. He has her husband murdered, so that he can
take this child to himself.

And what has to happen is Nathan comes to him and tells him this little story about a guy
who had all these lambs, right? Or had one lamb, and somebody took it, and David's all
mad.

He's like, well, how dare you take something that doesn't belong to you? And it was like,
boop, Nathan says, that's you. Right? And so it's revealed to him. It gets exposed to him,
his desire, so that he can see, oh, this is what happened.

[18:14] So the source of conflict comes from the desires we have in our heart. Sometimes it's
between two people, and I desire something from my wife, I desire something from my
kids, I desire something from you, or I think that you can help me, or I think you could
hinder me.

And so it's directly related between the two of us. Sometimes it's not directly related
between the two of us. Sometimes it's just me over here getting upset about something,
and you just happen to come along, and I act the fool around you.

It's kind of like the old saying, you get mad at work, come home, kick the dog. Like, you
know, I have this desire, and it's not getting mad, and I'm upset about it. My wife walks by,
and I just go, whack!

You know, not physically, but just emotionally, right? And so she's just like, hey, I don't
deserve to be treated that way. And then conflict ensues.
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That's where conflict comes from, is that it comes from within us, the pleasures and
desires. Sometimes the desires are good and right, and sometimes the desires,
sometimes the desires are wrong, and they're over the top.

[19:30] Here's how you can tell. When you start feeling yourself getting angry, or you are willing to
break one of the Ten Commandments to get it.

I mean, if you're willing to break God's law, to have the thing you desire, then something's
wrong with your desire. Right? Okay. Okay.

Let me just pause there, because that's a lot to throw out there for you. We're just talking
about where the conflict comes from. What do you think?

Does this sound new? Sound understandable? Well, yesterday I was having a
conversation with someone, and we were talking about something like this, and about, we
have this innate thing in us, where we either want to fight, or flight, or we're frightened,
and you know you're doing good whenever you decide not to do any of those things.

You do something else, and you give it to God. Right. And this has been very helpful. Very
helpful. Okay. Okay.

[20:49] If you ever hear me as I'm preaching, or I'm talking, and I talk about idols of the heart, this
is what I'm talking about. That desire becomes an idol of the heart.

And so, I think we as Christians, we can still be tempted to idolatry. That's why John, in his
epistle, 1 John chapter 5, at the very last verse, says, avoid idolatry.

He says to Christians, avoid idolatry. And it's not because Christians like to build statues.
It's because we have this desire that's ruling our heart.

You see it in the children, right? That, I want that toy, and that desire rules that child's
heart so much, they'll do anything to get it. We're no different. We're just much more
complex, and much more sophisticated with how we go about things.

Okay. I think we're good then. Let's then go to, back to Philippians, verse 1, because we
talked about the source of the conflict.

[22:00] Verse 1 then, here's what I find interesting. How does he describe the Philippians? What
are some things he says about them? Beloved brethren.

Beloved brethren. My joy. My joy. And crown. Crown. Yeah. So, so think about that.

He's talking to one church. He's talking to a group of Christians. He calls them beloved. a
very strong term of endearment. He says that there is joy and his crown.

He longs to see them. Here's my question. Do you think that this is a church that Paul
believes is doing pretty good at honoring the Lord?

Well, yeah. Yeah. I mean, there is joy, his crown. He longs to see them. Because if you go
read the Corinthian letter, like, he doesn't have anything good to say about them.

[23:00] You know? Matter of fact, in his thanksgiving to the Corinthians, he says, I thank God for
his grace on you. In all the other letters, he says, I thank God for you.

But not to the Corinthians. He does not thank God for the Corinthians. He thanks God for
the grace that God's given to the Corinthians. Because they're full of problems. So here's
my point.

They are living a very godly life as a church. And yet, they have disunity in the church.
Here's my point.

Conflict is just a reality. Because we're all fallen creatures, because Adam sinned, yes,
we're redeemed, yes, we're Christians and we are both sinners and saints, we're saved
sinners, right?
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We're redeemed sinners, but we're still sinners. And there's going to be conflict. We can't
run from it. It's going to happen. And so it's a reality.

[24:00] You're going to have conflict in your marriage, you're going to have conflict with your kids,
you're going to have conflict with your grandkids, you're going to have conflict with me, I
know that surprises you, but you're going to have conflict with me, you're going to have
conflict with one another, it's just going to happen.

We can't get away from it. okay? So, we need to learn how to handle it the way that God
would have us to handle it, so that we can deal with it properly, okay? So, how do we
handle conflict? That's what the rest of this is about. This same verse, I think this is the
ground from which we can resolve conflict. Paul longs for them. He longs for them. He
calls them his beloved. He feels for them deeply, and I think that's one of the things that's
missing in a lot of churches, right? How much, how much do you think the average church
member loves everybody else in the church? Think about your experiences in other
churches. Think about the way love is expressed or not expressed. Do you feel like there's
a lot of love there? I think we have love in our church. Yeah, our church we do. I agree. I
agree. I think there is. I think there's probably room for improvement. Right? But the thing
is, is that if we don't have that, we're not going to be able to resolve conflict. That's why in
marriage, right? The marriage is about commitment to one another. You know you're
going to have conflict, so it's like, well, no matter what kind of conflict comes up between
us, we're committed to each other. We love each other, and no conflict is going to tear us
apart. But that's not... We're going to get over it. Yeah.

We're going to get, we're going to work through it, get through it, and we're going to be on
the other side of it. But that's not what happens in a lot of marriages, is it? I don't know.
First thing that comes up, they split. I mean, if you don't have that, I love you, I long for
you, I'm committed to you. If you don't have that, then trying to resolve conflict together is
just...

I mean, you can go to somebody and you can say, hey, let's talk about this, and if they just
go kind of turn and walk away, what can you do? You just, you can't, you can't resolve that
conflict.

Let's look at verse 2 again. The goal is then being of the same mind, living in harmony
together. They need to think the same thing. I'll go back to Philippians chapter 2, verse 2,
and Philippians 2, verse 5. It is this attitude of unity. It's the same mind of Christ.

[27:04] Christ. So here's the way I talk to couples that are about to get married, right? If you have
Christ up here, and you seek to get closer to Christ, and you seek to get closer to Christ,
then the closer you get to Christ, what's naturally happening? You're getting closer to
each other, right? So the goal of conflict resolution is for both of you to be more Christ-like
and to draw closer to Christ. Now think about that. The goal of conflict resolution is not me
getting my way. The goal of conflict resolution is not us coming up with a good
compromise. The goal of conflict resolution is for both of us to get more closer to Christ.
Now that's not what the world will tell you because the world just wants to resolve, you
know, peacefully and, you know, have a compromise and nobody really get their way.
Immediate gratification. Immediate gratification. That's right. All right. Survival of the fittest.

Who's ever stronger, you know, gets their way or whatever. I don't know. I like what the
New King James says. The same mind in the Lord. That's right. That's right. And that's
where, here's some principles from all these verses then. I'm going to just go through
them quickly because I want to show you. So, man, I don't think I put verse. So verse one,
he says, stand firm in the Lord. If you're not standing firm in the Lord, you're not going to
be able to resolve conflict because if the goal of conflict is to be Christ-like, then standing
firm in the Lord is necessary. You as a believer must know your relationship with the Lord
and you must keep that relationship firm. You must grow in that relationship because
without that, you're not going to be able to resolve conflict either between you and
someone else or between two other people. So you got to stand firm in the Lord. That's
verse one.
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Verse two, you got to seek for unity. You got to seek for unity or seek for the same mind of
Christ. Verse three, Paul actually enlists help from outside. He's outside of the
relationship. He's enlisting the help of this trusted friend. Let me see if I can show you.
Indeed, true companion. I think he's probably talking to the pastor of the Philippian church
or one of the pastors, right? Because they all had a plurality. So he's saying, hey, listen,
you need to help these ladies. So sometimes you need to enlist outside help to resolve a
conflict. And as Christians, we're to look to other Christians to help us resolve that conflict.
We're not to go to litigation and take another Christian to court in order to resolve a
conflict, right? Verse four, rejoice in the Lord always. And again, I say rejoice. Let me ask
you something. What do you think it would do if you and another person who are at
conflict both very sincerely decided to take a few moments from the conflict and sing
together amazing grace or sing together something about the greatness of God? Do you
think that would begin to change your attitude as you looked back at each other over this
conflict? I think that's why Paul has this verse here, rejoice in the Lord always. And again,
I'll say rejoice because he has that verse sandwiched into let your gentle spirit be known
to all, right? So in this conflict, he's saying rejoicing in the

Lord, praising the Lord, spending time focusing on the Lord is something that's helpful in
the middle of conflict. I think you both have to be in agreement with it, but there it is. And
the last thing I would say is maintain gentleness. That's from verse five. The idea of this
gentleness, this is not the same as the fruit of the spirit. The fruit of the spirit gentleness is
like power under control. This gentleness is more like being considerate, thoughtful, kind
to someone. And so with that said, I wanted to give you this tool that I came across years
ago. It's called the slippery slope. I put it on the bottom of your page. And this comes from
Ken Sandy. He wrote a book called The Peacemaker. It's a very biblical approach to
resolving conflict. If you want to go deeper into it, you can get his book and read it. But
what you have is you have two kinds of responses that are not biblical. And then you have
sort of the biblical response in the middle with variations of that kind of response. So just if
you start over here on this side, sometimes in conflict, people want to attack. Okay? And
that attack can come in several ways. It can be an assault. That could be physical, but that
could also be just emotional and verbal. Right? That like you do something I don't like and
I can just say something ugly to you. Right? That is an ungodly, unbiblical way of
responding to conflict is to attack someone. Now that can move to litigation and obviously
at the worst end of things, murder. Right? That's where we have crimes of passion. We
know that people actually physically murder someone. Right? We can put in here also
then the thoughts of anger. Right? That as that anger is there and we won't let it go. You
know, um, that's, that's been my biggest thing that I, I struggle with two or three big things.
But one of the big things that I struggle with is my anger. And, uh, when I was a kid and
my parents would tell me that, um, I couldn't do something, I would lay in bed at night
awake and I would visualize my parents' death. Now, I would also then, you know, weep
and cry because it just was so horrendous. Now, now you, you may not be like me. Not
everybody is like me. But people who are like me, they understand exactly what I'm
saying. Because some people get so mad that they just sit there and they just visualize
these things. Yeah? Are you a little child? I am.

Um, none of that is excusable. Right? It's all sin. So, you know, I got saved at a young
age. So when people say, well, what kind of sin did you commit? I look back at my life and
I go like, I was a wretched sinner. I mean, just sit there and visualize the death of your
parents. What kind of monster does that? Right? I am saved by the grace of God. There's
no reason God should have saved me.

[34:03] There's no reason he should have had me do anything that I'm doing. I deserve nothing.
And when I tell you I deserve nothing but death and hell, I mean it. Right? So, you may not
like my honesty about that, but there it is. All right. So, there could be attack responses.
There could also be escape responses.
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And this is where most of us live. We don't like, we don't like conflict, so we run from it.
There could be a denial. So, if something can happen in a relationship and it's kind of like,
well, you know, that's really not that big of a deal. It's like, well, no, that little conflict, that's
kind of a big deal. That needs to be solved. But no, no, it just, it doesn't matter.

You can kind of see where running from conflict can end, can get in that perpetual cycle of
being abused, whether it's emotional, physical, or whatever. Right? Flight, just run from it.
Right?

Just run from conflict. Not going to have anything to do with it. And so, if there's at all a
difficult conversation, there's some people, what they do is they just hightail it and leave.
They won't come back. Right? It is not biblical, it is not godly to run from conflict.

Suicide is the worst kind of fleeing. Right? A person is so brought up with whatever the
conflict is that they just have to escape from this world because they just can't handle it.
They just can't deal with it. So, we want to live in the middle. Right? So, in the middle,
there's definitely some things we can do that are still biblical that kind of look like this. So,
this escape response, overlooking an offense. You know, if somebody says something
ugly to me and it's really not that big of a deal, I should have, and I struggle with this, I
should have the Christian maturity to overlook an offense. As a matter of fact, in the book
of James, he says that love covers a multitude of sins. And sometimes, people just say
things, later if you were to confront them, they would be like, I'm so sorry. Well, you know
what?

[36:07] If it's uncharacteristic and they just said it, believe the best, ignore it, and let it go and see
if you can cover it over. If it happens again, becomes a pattern, that's when you have to
say, okay, now we've got to step up our game and do something a little different.

Reconciliation. That's where, you know, we're at war with one another, so now let's bring
this back together. You know, let's work towards reconciling us. Negotiation and mediation
are kind of that middle part. Sometimes, I'm working with people, helping them, trying to
negotiate some sort of treaty to get to some place or mediation. I've got to step in the
middle arbitration, accountability. So here, oftentimes, we know somebody's done
something they really should not do. We know it would be bad for us to call them names,
but we feel something's got to be done. Well, that's where that person needs to be held
accountable.

Right? They do something that everybody can tell is wrong, and so what we want to do is
we want to say to them, hey, listen, that's really not the right way to act, and so we need to
hold accountable. So, I mean, there's so much more about this that I could say. I'm just
trying to introduce you to the concept that conflict is real, and there is a biblical way for us
to resolve it. I have not given you a full-fledged, here, go, this is how you resolve conflict. It
would take us a lot longer for us to walk through that, and down the line we can. But I just
wanted to kind of, it's right here in this passage, so let's just deal with it. Right? Any
questions about any of this?

How about resistors? Resisters? Yeah, you've got a conflict with somebody, you seek to
try to, so in Romans chapter 12, it says, live in peace with everyone so long, as much as
you're able to. So, if you think of a conflict, and you think of 100%, okay, it is never 100%
somebody else's fault.

There's always your part. But your part may only be 10%. And now, in marriage, if you're
kind of looking at yourself, kind of going like, no, it's always his fault. You know?

[38:26] Always. That's not true. Right? But what we tend to do, when I only have 10% of the
responsibility, and my wife has 90%, I have a tendency to want to sweep my 10% under
the rug of her 90%.
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If I, if we've got a problem, and there's, I've got 10%, then I need to own my 10%, and I
need to step up and do what's necessary for my 10% of the thing. So, if I've, if my wife,
she did something terrible, and I responded ugly to her, and I just, just, you know, treated
her with a cold shoulder and wouldn't talk to her for a day or two or something like that,
then I need to go back to her, and I need to say, you know what? I was angry enough with
you that I killed you with my emotions, and that was a sin, and would you forgive me?

Now, she's a resistor. She said, I ain't forgiving you for anything. Oh, I'm scot-free. I've
done my part. That is all I can do. I can't make her respond right, but I've taken care of my
10%, and now she's got to take care of her 90%. I can pursue her. I can try to reason with
her. I can pray for her. I can get others involved to try to help bring some sanity to the
situation, but if she continues to resist, she'll end up, you know, either doing something
like this or something like this. You know, and it's kind of scary, but at the same time,
you've got to understand, you're responsible for you, and that's it. You're not responsible
for them. You're not responsible for how they act towards you. You're responsible for you
and you alone in that regard. So, that's, that's what I would say. Good question. Any,
anybody else? Okay. Well, I've just got two questions at the bottom for you, so I'll let you
all take a few moments to think and talk about those questions.
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