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[0:00] The first reading can be found on page 1250, and that is

Revel ation 21, verses 1 to 14. Then | saw a new heaven and a new earth,
for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea was
no nore. And | saw the holy city Jerusal em com ng down out of the heaven
from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And | heard a | oud
voice fromthe throne saying, Behold, the dwelling place of God is with
man. He will dwell with them and they will be his people, and God
hinself will be with themas their God. He will w pe away every tear from
their eyes, and death shall be no nore. Neither shall there be nourning,
nor crying, nor pain any nore, for the former things have passed away.
And he who was seated on the throne said,

Behold, | am making all things new. Also he said, Write this down, for these words are trustworthy
and true. And he said to me, It is done. | am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end.
To the thirsty | will give from the spring of the water of life without payment. The one who conquers
will have this heritage, and | will be his God, and he will be my son. But as for the cowardly, the
faithless, the detestable, as for murderers, the sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars,
their portion will be in the lake that burns with fire and sulfur, which is the second death.

Then came one of the seven angels, who had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues, and
spoke to me, saying, Come, | will show you the bride, the wife of the Lamb. And he carried me
away, in the spirit, to a great high mountain, and showed me the holy city Jerusalem, coming down
out of heaven from God. Having the glory of God, its radiance, like a most rare jewel, like a jasper,
clear as crystal, it had a great high wall with twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels. And on
the gates, the names of the twelve tribes of the sons of Israel were inscribed. On the east three
gates, on the north three gates, on the south three gates, and on the west three gates. And the wall
of the city had twelve foundations, and on them were the twelve names of the twelve apostles of the
Lamb.

1-1-7-7 in Ephesians 5, we're going to read from verse 15. Look carefully, then, how you walk, not
as unwise, but as wise, making the best use of the time, because the days are evil. Therefore do
not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is, and do not get drunk with wine, for that is
debauchery, but be filled with the Spirit, addressing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual
songs, singing and making melody to the Lord with your heart, giving thanks always, and for
everything, to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, submitting to one another out of
reverence for Christ.

[3:47] Wves, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord, for the
husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the

church, his body, and is hinmself its saviour.

Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit in everything to their husbands.
Husbands, love your wives as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her, that he might
sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, so that he might present
the church to himself in splendour, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy
and without blemish.

In the same way, husbands should love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife
loves himself. For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ
does the church, because we are members of his body.

Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall
become one flesh. This mystery is profound. I'm saying that it refers to Christ and the church.
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However, let each one of you love his wife as himself, and let the wife see that she respects her
husband. Jake, thanks very much indeed for reading.

[5:19] Let ne add ny welcone to Rupert's. My name is Sinon Dowdy. |'mthe
| ead pastor here at Grace Church, and it's very good to have you with us
this morning. Why don't | lead us in prayer as we | ook at Ephesians 5

t oget her.

Let's pray. The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul. The testimony of the Lord is sure,
making wise the simple.

The precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart. The commandment of the Lord is pure,
enlightening the eyes.

Heavenly Father, we thank you for your word. And we pray that as we look at Ephesians 5 together
this morning, please would you indeed revive our souls, make us wise, rejoice our hearts, enlighten
our eyes.

For Jesus' sake. Amen. Well, we're picking up our series on Ephesians from where we left it off
before Easter. And for those of you who have been with us through this series, then you'll know that
at the very heart of Ephesians lies the great plan of God for all eternity.

[6:35] Just turn back to chapter 1, verse 10. This is CGod's decl ared
purpose to which the whole of history is heading. Set forth in Christ,
chapter 1, verse 10, as a plan for the fullness of tinme to unite all
things in him things in heaven and things on earth.

Itis God's plan for a whole new creation, united under the rule of Jesus. And the Apostle Paul
writes this letter so that we don't lose heart, but instead live in the light of his plan, confident that his
plan is on track.

For many, | guess, though, that will sound as persuasive as saying that Theresa May's plan for
Brexit is on track. So you say, how can we be sure?

Well, first, look at the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. He has been raised, chapter 1,
verse 21, far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is
named, not only in this age but also in the one to come.

Second, look at the church. Look at the church across towns and cities and nations as people from
all different races, cultures and nationalities come under the rule of Jesus Christ, a foretaste of the
new creation.

[8:09] As Paul says in chapter 3, verse 10, so that through the church,

t he mani fold wi sdom of God ni ght now be nade known to the rulers and
authorities in the heavenly places.

Third, look at the lives of Christians. That is the focus of the second half of the letter, which begins
chapter 4, verse 1, | therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the
calling to which you have been called.

And this week we see what that looks like in the area of marriage, next week in the areas of family
life and the workplace. Now, | realize we're not all married, and yet it's vital that all of us understand
God's purposes for marriage so that we can encourage those who are married because one day we
might be thinking about marriage.

Well, may | say, if you're here this morning and you are looking in on the Christian faith, we're
delighted you are here. Hopefully this morning you will see something of how very distinctive and
how very attractive the Bible's view of marriage is and God's plan for Christian marriage.

Now, we'll see there's an outline on the back of the service sheet. First of all, God's blueprint for a
spirit-filled marriage. Ephesians 5.22 carries on from the previous section.

[9:44] The editors, | think, have done us no favors what soever by
inserting a new headi ng, Wves and Husbands, between verse 21 and verse
22. Paul has been tal king, the Apostle Paul has been tal ki ng about

di stinctive Christian living.

He sums it up, you'll remember, in verse 18, be filled with or by the Spirit. In other words, a life that
is open to the transforming work of God's Holy Spirit.

What does that look like? Well, verse 19, it's a life fueled by the word of God addressing one
another in Psalms. Verse 20, it's overflowing with thanksgiving to God. And verse 21, it's submitting
to one another out of reverence for Christ.
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So as Paul goes on then to address wives and husbands, can we see it's a continuation of what it
looks like to be filled by the Spirit? And at the heart of the biblical idea of submission is the idea of
order.

In other words, God has established certain leadership and authority roles within family and within
society. In 522 to 33 today, in marriage.

[10:58] Next week, 6'1 to 4 in famly life. And 6'5 to 9 in the

wor kpl ace. El sewhere in the Bible, we're told that Christians are to
submit to the governing authorities and to their church | eaders.

And yet, of course, in our culture, the very word submission is like a red rag to a bull. And that is
why we need to start at chapter 5, verse 31.

Therefore, a man shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to his wife and the two shall
become one flesh. Ephesians 5.31 is the most fundamental statement in the Bible concerning
God's plan for marriage.

It's the creation pattern from Genesis 2, verse 24. And yet, what's the surprise? Well, the surprising
thing is how the Apostle Paul then goes on in verse 32.

This mystery is profound. And I'm saying that it refers to Christ and the church. In other words, way
back at creation, it wasn't only marriage that God had in mind, but the relationship between Christ
and the church, his people.

[12:17] Indeed, throughout the A d Testanent, God pictures the

rel ati onshi p between hinself and his people as that of a nmarriage. The
Lord taking his people as hinself to be his bride.

| put Ezekiel 16 on the outline. Do look it up later. And that relationship between God and his people
in New Testament terms, Christ and his church, is then the blueprint or the template for how
marriage between a man and a woman is designed to function.

So, did you notice, as Jake read for us, that throughout the passage, the husband's love of the wife
is to mirror Christ's love for the church.

Did you notice that? Verse 23, the husband is head of the wife even as Christ is the head of the
church. Verse 25, husbands, love your wives as Christ loved the church.

Verse 29, no one ever hated their own flesh but nourishes and cherishes it just as Christ does the
church. Likewise, the wife's submission to her husband is to mirror the way in which the church
gladly submits to the Lord Jesus.

[13:34] Verse 24, now as the church subnmits to Christ, so also w ves

shoul d submit in everything to their husbands. In other words, God's
whol e intention at creation was not sinply to create marri age as an end
initself but rather to create narriage as a picture or tenplate for
somet hing that is based on rather God's relationship with Christ and his
peopl e.

So God creates human marriage that is to point to the relationship between Christ and his people,
Christ and the church. It's the building site I've used before in Ephesians.

So you go to a building site, you talk to the developer and you look at this whole kind of rubble and
this wasteland and you say to the developer, so you're going to build some development out of this
mess and the developer says, yeah, that's right and you say, well, tell me what you have in mind.

I mean, it's hard just looking at all this stuff, this kind of wasteland. It's hard to imagine that you're
going to put it off at which point the developer takes you to a show home.

It's going to look like this. Let me assure you, we are on track. Well, in just the same way, you see,
when we look at our world and we say to God, are you really going to bring a whole new creation
out of this mess?

[15:11] God replies, yes. Look at the church. as people fromall

di fferent nations and cultures cone under the rule of King Jesus.

That was Ephesians chapter 3. But now, in Ephesians chapter 5, God says, look at Christian
marriages as husbands love their wives and as wives submit to the loving leadership of their
husbands.

In other words, Christian marriage rightly lived is a foretaste of the future. It reflects where the whole
plan of God is heading.
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That's why we had that reading from Revelation chapter 21. Jesus Christ, the bridegroom, and the
church, his beautiful bride. God's blueprint for marriage is as beautiful as the gospel itself.

It points forward to the final day of history and the marriage of Christ to his people in the new
creation. In other words, you see, we mustn't make the mistake of looking at Ephesians 5 verses 22
to 33 and dismissing what Paul says about submission and headship as simply being based on first
century cultural values.

[16: 39] That could not be further fromthe truth. truth. The bl ueprint

for Christian narriage is not culture, but the relationship between

Chri st and his people.

Indeed, it seems to me it's most likely that in addressing wives before husbands and in the next
section children before their parents and slaves before masters, the Apostle Paul is in fact being
profoundly counter-cultural speaking to those who in first century society wouldn't be spoken to at
all in public like this.

as he recognizes their equal status within the church of Christ. So that is our first point. If you are a
Christian and if you are married to a Christian and if you are open to the work of the Holy Spirit in
your marriage, this is the blueprint you will seek to follow.

Secondly, the spirit-filled wife and then after that we'll think about the spirit-filled husband.

Verse 22, wives, submit your own husbands as to the law. The word submission lands, doesn't it,
with an awkward thud in our culture. We associate it, | guess, with words such as inferior or defeat
or subjection.

[18:02] all of them overwhel mi ngly negative. It sounds |ike something
fromthe 1950s, in fact, rather like an article | came across witten in
t he 1950s, encouraging wives to think carefully about how they shoul d
prepare for the honecom ng of their husbands at the end of a day's work.

Let me tell you what you might have done if you were a 1950s wife following the advice of this
particular article. You should put a ribbon in your hair and ensure that you're freshly made up.

You should make sure the meal is ready. On his arrival, you should sit him down in his favorite chair
and give him a drink and listen to him. What he has to say is more important than what you have to
say.

Well, it sounds at best rather quaint and at worst dangerous. that is not what the apostle Paul has in
mind.

Instead, in the Bible, submission is a beautiful thing. We've already seen, haven't we, it is part of
what it means to be a spirit-filled Christian, a desire to submit to those God has put in authority over
us.

[19: 23] What's nore, of course, the Lord Jesus hinself submitted to his
heavenly father. Just think of his words in the garden of Gethsemane as
he prayed just before his arrest, yet not my will, but yours be done.

Submission is a beautiful thing. It is a godly thing. Jesus is fully God. He's fully equal with God. He's
not in any way inferior to God the father.

And therefore, you see, here in Ephesians chapter five, the apostle Paul is in no way rowing back
on what he says in Galatians chapter three, verse 28. | put that verse there on the outline.

There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female, for
you are all one in Christ Jesus. Wives and husbands have equal dignity, but different roles.
Submission is not a dangerous thing, it is a beautiful thing. Verse 23, for the husband is the head of
the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church, his body, and is himself its savior.

[20:33] Submission is saying, | will trust you with ny life. | wll trust
you to make the right decisions. | will let you | ead ne.

I will put my life into your hands. Now, it is, of course, what every Christian has already said to the
Lord Jesus himself.

And if you're a Christian wife, then your husband is your head, just as Christ is the head of the
church. And you are to submit to the loving leadership of your husband, just as you submit to Christ.
Submission is about honoring and affirming the God-given leadership of husbands. that, | take it, is
why verse 22 says, wives, submit your husbands as to the Lord.

You see, because it's about recognizing the husband's God-given leadership. | think that's what
over the page explains verse 33 and the phrase, let the wife see that she respects her husband.
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[21:42] Is Paul now sort of giving ground on subm ssion and ki nd of
rowi ng back on subnission? And sinply saying, well, actually, you can
just respect theminstead. Well, | don't think so, because the word
that's been translated respect, in fact, neans fear.

In the same way that it's used in verse 21, out of reverence for Christ, not fearful, but there's a
sense in which there's a right fear for the God-given role that the husband has, a reverence for the
place that the husband has.

witness. Well, you say, what else does this submission look like? Well, notice it's voluntary. In verse
25, when we come on to husbands, notice the husband is not told to make his wife submit.

It should not be enforced. It can never be an excuse for abuse of any kind. And if that's an issue for
someone here, then please do come and speak to me or to Fiona Needham.

This is a voluntary and joyful submission which responds to Jesus. Notice verse 24, it is to be in
everything.

[22:57] It's a word that nmeans in every area of life. | take it that's
saying no to resentnent or nanipul ati on or stubbornness. | take it it's
sayi ng yes to supporting husbands as they seek to | ead.

It doesn't mean she always has to agree with him. After all, part of her honoring and affirming and
supporting his God-given role will be to question him when he is wrong.

Although I take it that ultimately it will mean making him make the decision and taking responsibility
for it. Notice there are limits to submission.

That little phrase, verse 22, as to the Lord, shows not only the motivation for submission but also its
limits. If her husband is leading her into sin or if he is encouraging her to do something contrary to
what the Lord Jesus would have her to do, at which point she needs to explain why she will not do
it.

Nor notice does this pattern for marriage establish certain stereotypes of what we might regard as
masculine or feminine behavior. For example, the Queen is well known, isn't she, for being an
excellent mechanic.

[24:16] No doubt if she wasn't the Queen, she would be in charge of

vehi cl e mai ntenance in her household. | can think of plenty of Christian
marri ages where the wives are nore capable when it comes to dealing with
the finances or where he's a better cook or where she is able to earn
nore noney.

the Spirit-filled wife. Let's move on and think about the Spirit-filled husband. Verse 25.

Husbands, love your wives as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her. Now, it seems to
me that when our culture puts men and authority together, those two words, men and authority, put
them together, there are so often out there two pictures which immediately spring to mind.

One is the rather domineering figure who makes all the decisions himself, who issues commands,
who suppresses his wife and so prevents her from flourishing. The other is the weak figure who
completely fails to lead and to act on his God-given responsibilities.

And therefore, it may, | guess, be rather surprising as we read what the Apostle Paul has to say
here to Christian husbands, that actually they are not told to rule their wives or even to exercise
leadership.

[25:41] Yes, they are to lead, and yet the Bible has a radically
different view of what | eadership |looks like. It is a four-letter word.

L-O-V-E. Not the kind of sentimental Valentine's Day love that we see in the movies, but a love
patterned on the love of the Lord Jesus Christ.

The kind of love that was seen on the streets of North London last year when two friends were
ambushed on a petrol forecourt by a gang of young men. One of them, Jonathan Phillips, shielded
his friend from the attackers.

He was himself stabbed in the process, fatally so, dying in hospital three days later. Now, that is the
kind of laying your life down for your wife, love, leadership, that husbands are to demonstrate
towards their wives.

Why? Because it's the way Jesus shows his love for the church. You see, that's asked the question,
how does Jesus love his church? Look at verse 25.
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[26:51] He | oved the church in the past by giving hinself up for her
t hrough his death on the cross. Wile we were still sinners, he took the
initiative. He loved the church selfishly, sacrificially, willingly.

How does Jesus love the church? Well, in verses 26 to 27, we see the future focus of his love.
Verse 26, that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, so
that he might present the church to himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing,
that she might be holy and without blemish.

The spot and wrinkle have nothing to do with physical perfection, but being presented before the
Lord Jesus on the final day in the new creation. Someone asked me the other day what | thought
about ambition being ambitious as a Christian.

Is it a good thing to be ambitious as a Christian or not? And | replied that it seems to me it rather
depends what we're ambitious for. Husbands, Jesus is ambitious about seeing our wives presented
before him spotless and blameless on the final day.

That's the thing that should fill our ambitions. Be ambitious for what the Lord Jesus is ambitious
about.

[ 28: 25] How does Jesus |ove the church? Well, he loves the church in the
present. Verse 29, he nourishes and cherishes it just as Christ does the
church. Jesus tends and cares for his church.

Husbands, your love of your wife is to merit the watching world, the costly love of Jesus, sacrificial,
servant-hearted, selfless.

You are responsible for her spiritual well-being and development. Now, we all need to work out the
details.

| put a couple of questions there on the end of the outline, one for wives, one for husbands to help
us to work out the details. What might it look like for husbands? Well, | guess it may mean taking
your wife a cup of tea first thing in the morning so she can read her Bible and pray at the start of the
day.

It may mean ensuring that you've got a babysitter organized and you're back from work in time to
get your growth group together. It's one reason we don't have separate groups for men and women
at Grace Church because we want husbands and wives to go together and to be on the same track,
spiritually speaking.

[29:44] 1t will certainly nean taking the initiative to pray together. It
may mean changi ng the focus of your ambitions for life or your ambitions
for your marriage.

If your ambition in life primarily focuses on your career, and | take it that will be the case for a
number of the men here this morning, then actually you are selling your wife and yourself and the
Lord Jesus short.

The absolute focus of your ambitions for your marriage should be that future day when she stands
before the Lord Jesus in the new creation, the priority, her Christian growth and nourishment.

Let me finish by saying a few words to those who aren't married. Some who aren't married will, of
course, be married one day. And | take it that Ephesians chapter 5 shows the sort of person you
should be aiming to be and the sort of person you should be looking to marry.

If you are unable to submit to his lead, don't marry him. If you're unwilling to love her in this way, as
Christ loved the church, then don't marry her.

[31:04] others will never be married or will never remarry or perhaps are
unhappily marri ed.

At which point, | guess, the great temptation is to look at others and be full of regret and feel I'm
missing out. But be assured that if you belong to the Lord Jesus, the perfect wedding is still awaiting
you in the new creation.

Which also means, of course, that for those of us who belong to Jesus and are married, actually the
ultimate marriage, the perfect wedding, is one that we are still waiting for and is still to come again
in the new creation.

Why don't we spend a few moments in quiet and reflection and then | shall lead us in prayer and
then we can have time for questions if people would like to ask questions.

this mystery is profound and | am saying that refers to Christ and the church.
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[ 32: 24] Heavenly Father, we praise you very nuch for the way in which you
have so designed marriage to point to the beautiful relationship between
the Lord Jesus and his church.

Thank you for that future day in the new creation, that future marriage, so to speak. And we pray,
Heavenly Father, in a world which thinks so very differently and has turned its back on you.

We pray, please, all of us, would you help us to keep our eyes fixed on that future day. We pray that
you would strengthen Christian marriages such that they would indeed reflect this biblical pattern.
And we ask it in Jesus' name. Amen. Amen. Amen. Amen. Amen. Amen. Amen.

Amen. Amen. Amen. Amen. Amen. Amen. Amen. Amen. Amen.

[33:34] Aren. Anen. Amen. Amen. Anen. Anen. Amen. Anmen. Anen. Anmen. Amren.

Downloaded from https://yetanothersermon.host - 2026-04-11 10:30:51



