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[ 0: 00] This passage in Mark tells a familiar story.

I Most of us have heard or read it many times,! including explanations of the famous easier for a
camel to go through the eye of a needle metaphor.

In fact, that metaphor and the dangers of riches are what we tend to concentrate on. Yet there's
much more to this story. The tale begins as Jesus is setting out on a journey.

A young man runs up to him. Runs! He is clearly desperate to see Jesus and speak with him before
the crowds that so often surround him make that impossible. Perhaps he's been following Jesus for
a while, staying in the background, before he finally decides to approach him. He has reached a
conclusion about who Jesus is that makes him think Jesus is capable of answering the question
that burns in him.

So he runs and kneels before Jesus, addressing him as good teacher. Another translation is good
master or good rabbi.

[ 1: 21] However translated, this title is one that is given to a human being. We have no indication
in this story that the young man has any idea who Jesus really is.

He does good things, so that makes him good. He teaches the people with authority, so as he is a
teacher or a master or rabbi. Even those closest to Jesus, his disciples, couldn't believe in any
sustained way that he really was God's son, more than merely human.

So how could this young man be expected to know? But he does know that Jesus is obviously wise,
worthy of great respect, and may possibly know the answer to his question. So he asks, good
teacher, what must | do to inherit eternal life?

Now Jesus, of course, understands that the young man is approaching him as another human
being, one who is wiser than most, capable of answering a question such as this, but still merely
human.

But humans aren't good. And the first thing Jesus says addresses that point. Why do you call me
good? Only God is good. If you think of me only as a human being, | can't possibly be good.

[ 2: 52] And then he goes right on and answers the man's question. He says, you know the
commandments, and proceeds to name some of them. In effect, he is saying that the answer is
obvious.

It's given in the scriptures to all Jews. Follow the commandments. Jesus is almost saying to him,
why are you bothering to ask me what you already know? And of course, the young man does
know.

Teacher, he says, and note that this time he doesn't call Jesus good. Teacher, all these | have kept
from my youth. That is pretty much ever since he was old enough to understand what the
commandments were. He's been doing what is supposed to save him, what is supposed to keep
him in relationship with God. Yet he has no confidence that faithful following of the commandments
will give him eternal life. He's been doing his duty all his life.

But somehow he knows it's not enough. We're told then that Jesus, looking at him, loved him. Here
is a young man after his own heart. A man who realizes that there must be more than just following
the commandments. Here is a heart longing for eternal life. He thinks in terms of doing, what can he
do more than he already knows to do?

And Jesus, because he is God as well as man and can see to the depths of the human heart,
answers the question in the way it's asked, giving the young man something to do, but also
exposing the deepest attitudes of his heart. He says, there is one thing you lack. Go, sell all that you
have and give it to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come follow me. Do you
feel the stab in your heart that that young man must have held?

[ 5: 22] Oh, please, not that. Anything, ask me anything else, but not this one thing. Yet that is
exactly what Jesus asks for. The one thing we are most unwilling to give up.
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Do we really want to be his disciples? The rich young man thought that he wanted eternal life until
he realized what it was going to cost him.

Most of us, perhaps all of us here, are saved. We have confessed our sins and asked Jesus to
forgive us and make us clean with his blood shed on the cross. But discipleship is something more.
To be a disciple of Jesus will cost us everything.

Jesus made that very clear at different times in multiple ways. For a few, God asks that they give up
material wealth.

For others, it is to yield pride of intelligence, birth, position, or talent. George Beverly Shea was
called to yield a promising career as an opera singer.

[ 6: 43] I'd rather have Jesus, he sang. For you and me, it's probably something else. Something
that makes us squirm when God puts his finger on it.

Think about the eagerness, even the desperation of the rich young man. He badly wanted to be
assured of eternal life.

He would do anything to have it. Yet when Jesus asked him to sell his possessions and give them
to the poor, he went away sorrowful. Because in Jewish teaching, riches were a sign of God's favor.
It never occurred to him that Jesus might ask him to give that up. Wealth was a good thing. Why
would one be asked to give up something good? But Jesus' words penetrated the thoughts and
intents of his heart.

He believed he would do anything to gain eternal life, but he had a reservation he had never even
considered. What he believed was important to him and what really was important to him were not
the same.

[ 8: 00] He cared about his present riches more than he cared about having riches in heaven. All
he could see if he obeyed Jesus was a life of deprivation.

He did not have the faith to believe that any troubles in this life would be light in comparison with the
glory to come. Are we more similar to this young man than we think?

We know Jesus. But what are we holding back? Do we love him enough to do whatever he asks of
us?

Will we give up what is dear to our hearts for his sake? When we do, he gives us far more than we
have given him.

Houses and brothers and sisters and mothers and children and lands with persecutions. And in the
age to come, eternal life. The paltry things we cling to are rags compared with the riches of
following Christ.

[ 9: 09] Those riches include the peace and the freedom that he has promised us. But we cannot
enjoy his promises until we have let everything else go and put ourselves wholly into his keeping.
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