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EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEENENEEEENEEEE
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EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEENENEEEENEEEE
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEENENEEEENEEEE
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEENENEEEENEEEE
EEEEEEEEEEENEEEENEEEEEEENEEEE

Lewis saidThe Trinity is eitherthe most ridiculous foolish thoughtconceptualized by
MaNEEEEEEEEEEE NN NN SN SN EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEnnnnOr
elselt is the most profound truthso distinctly beautifulfound in Christianity
dloncEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEENow the question for us this
morning is thisWwhat does this distinctly beautiful profound glorious truthfound in Christianity
alonehave to do withthe Christian's prayer ifcaaEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN

Many of you will knowthe saying thatEveryone's an atheistuntil something goes
WONgEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEWhen things go
wrongand a business failsor a relationship starts giving you griefor someone you knowor love
becomesdesperately unwellat that pointmost people99% of peoplestart to prays s EEEEE N
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEENEEEN
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEENEEEN
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEENEEEN
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEENEEEN
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEENEEEN
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEENEEEN
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEENEEEN
EEEEEN

Verses 3 to 14 are one long sentence in the originalGreek text of EphesiansSa s ®
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEENEEEN
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEENEEEN
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEENEEEN
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEENEEEN
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEENEEEEEEE

Blessed be God the FatherAnd then in verse 7 to 13We blessed be God the
SONEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEBlessed be God the Sonin whom we have
redemptionthrough his bloodverse 7The forgiveness of our sinsthrough his deathfor us on the
crossAccording to the richesof his gracethat he has lavished on USEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEENEEENEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEB
essed be God the Sonthrough whomthe Father has lavishedhis grace on usverse 8In whomthe
Father has made knownthe mystery of his willaccording to his good pleasureverse 9In whomthe
Father's willis to gather up all thingsthings in heaven and on earthverse 10In whom we have
obtainedan inheritancein God's kingdomverse 11on whom we believersset our hopeand for whose
praiseand glory we liveverse 1 2 aEE S EEEEEEEEEE NN NN EEEEEEEEEEEEEN
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEENEEEN
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEENEEEN
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EEEEEEEEEEER

[ 11: 51] Blessed be God the FatherBlessed be God the SonAnd then blessed be Godthe Holy
Spiritverse 13 and 14{u e EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEBlessed be God the
Spiritwith whom we are markedas a seal of God's promisein the bottom halfof verse 13who is
himselfGod's promisewho is the pledgeof our inheritancetowards redemptionas God's own
peoplenow that last phraseverse 14needs a bit of explainingEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEENEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE|I'MSso grateful to Mattto explaining
it beforel felt almost likel didn't have to do it nowbut it's true isn't itas my Sunday school
teachertaught me when | was6 years oldthat when you becomea Christianthe God the Holy
Spiritcomes to live inside yoUN N EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEGEENEEEEEEENEEEENEEEEEE
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEER

God the Holy Spiritis given to the Christian believerat the moment of their conversionand typically
three things happenE e EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEENEEEEEEEEEN
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEERE
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEERE
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEERE
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEERE
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEERE
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEERE
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEERE
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEERE
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEER
Mel’l’ylIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEERE
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEERE
IIIIIIIIIIIIIOU|OneyIIIIII,IIIIIIII,IIIIIIIII

Here's the point. In our prayers, it's good for us to remind ourselves and to remind each other. And
it's good to do this in some detail.
EEEEESEESEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEER
EEEEEEEEEEE [t's not a waste of time to rehearse the details of who God is and what God has
done.

[18:55] eumEEEEEEN EENEEEEN ENEEENEEEEEEEEE |'s not a waste of time as I'm
tempted to think, but instead it's very useful. Why?

EEEEEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEN EEEEEEEE EEEEEE
EEEEEEEEEEEN SENEEEEEEEEEEE
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN SEEEEEEN SEEEE SEEEEEEN EEEEEEN EEEEEEEE
EEEEEEEN EEEEE EEEEEEEE EEEEEEEmEEE mmEEE Soforthe Christian believer, it's
a great ministry actually to ourselves and to one another, to meditate on and rehearse the glory and
the praise of the Trinity in our prayers.

EEN EEEEEEN EESEEEEEEN SEEENEEEEEEEEN

EEEEEEEEEN EESEEEEEEEEEEN SEEEEEEN SEEEEN EESEEENEEEEEEEEEEE
But even when Paul moves to praying to ask God for things, his trinitarian thinking comes through.
EEEEEEEEEEEN SEEEESEEEEEEE SEEEEEEENEEEEEEEEEEEEEE |ef's take two
quick examples.

EEEEEEEEEEEEEN SN SEEEEEEEEN EENEEEEEEEEN

EEN EEEEEEEEEN EESEEEEEEEEN SEESEEEEEN SEEEEEEEEE EEN,
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEE | OtSWe can say about this prayer, enough | think for
another sermon.

[ 21: 46] But for today, let's just notice what difference the Trinity makes to this prayer.
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN SEENEEEEEE

EEEEEEN EEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE Paul prays to the father of the
son, for the spirit of wisdom and revelation to be given in extra measure to the Christians.

EEEEEEEEEEESEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEE EEE EEEEEEEEEEEEEEE Notice the
particularity, the specificity, he prays to God the father, of God the son, for God the spirit to be at
work.
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EEEEESEEEEEEN EEEEEN EEEN EEEEEEEEEE,

EEEEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEE |et's look at the second prayer from
Ephesians 3, verse 14, a prayer for power.

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEmEEEE | read from verse 14, for this reason | bow
my knees before the father, that is God the father, verse 15, from whom every family in heaven and
on earth takes its name.

| pray that according to the riches of his glory, He may grant that you may be strengthened in your
inner being with power through his spirit, God the spirit, and that Christ, God the son, may dwell in
your hearts through faith.

[23:37] aEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEES EESEEENEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEN,
EEEEESEESEEEEEEEEEEN EEEEENEEEE EEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEN,
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEERE
HEEN EEEEEEEES EEEEEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEEEEEE,
EEEEESEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEE EEE EEE EEBR
EEEEEN EEESEEEEEE EENEEEEEEEE EEEN, EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEER?

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE’ EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEER EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEER,
EEEEEEEN EESEESEEEESE SEENEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEER,
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE EEEE | want to commend that homework to you, because my
observation in ministry is that for many believers, the Trinity has very little to do with our prayers.
IIIIIIIIIIIII?IIIIIII,IIIIIIIIIIIIII,IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII,
EEEEESEESEEEEEEEEE SEEEEENEENEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEER
EEEEESEESEEEEESEESEEEEEEN EEENEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEER,
EEEEESEESEEEEEEEEN EESESEEEEEEEEEE EEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEERE
HEEN EEEEEEEEN EESEEEEN EEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE
EEEEESEN ESEESEESEEESEEEEEEN EESEEEEENEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEE,
EEEEESEESEEEEEN EEESESESEEEEEEN EEEN EEEENEEEEER,
HEEEEESEESEEEEEEESE SEESEEESEEEEEN EESEEE EEEEEENEEEEEEEE EEEEE,
HEEEEN EESEESEESEEESESEEN EENN EESESEEEEN EEEEEEE EEENEEEEEEEER,
HEEEEESEESEEEEE EN EEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEN EEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEEN,
EEEEESEEEEEN EESEEEEN EESESEEEEEE EENEEEEEEEEEEEN,
HEEENEESEESEEEEENEEN EEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEN EESEEEEN EEEEN EEEEEEN,
EEEEEENEEEEEE EEER

Well, letme pray, isE S EEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEN EESEEEEEEEN EEN EEEEEN,
EEEEESEEENEEEN EESEEESEEESN EEESEEEEEN EEEEEE EEEEEEEEEE EEEEEN,
EEEEESN EESESEEN EEEENEN EEESEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEEE,
EEEEESEEEN EEEEEESEEEEEEN EEEEEEER

Now here's the prayer that | try and pray every day. sE S EEEEEEEEEE EEN, EEEEN,
HEEEEEESEN EESEESEEEESEN EEEEN EESEE EEEEEE EENEEEEEE EEEEEERE
EEE EEEEN EEEENEEEE EEEEN EEEEEE EN NN EEN EEEEEEEN EEN,
EEEEEN EEESEEEN EESEEEEEE EESESEE EEEEN EEEEEEN EEEEEEERE
EEEEEENEEEEN EEEEEN BN EEEN EESEEEEN EENEEEEEE EEEEN EEEEEER
HEEEEEEEN EN EN EEEN BN NN EEN BN BN EEN EEEEEEEEEEE SEEEEEEE EEEN EEE
doorsmmm mm, thrilingeeeemmm
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