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[ 0: 00] It's good to be back with you. I'm happy to come back to you again. Now, if | haven't met
you, sorry, my name is Matt. If | haven't met you, I'm Matt.

And I'm here in August. I've talked to you last year. Now, it was actually around the time of the last
federal election.

Now, you might actually remember it. Kevin Rudd was forced out of office.

Julia Gillard was facing off against Tony Abbott. Now, | remember three major issues.

Now, | remember three major issues. There was the budget, the health system, and the asylum
seekers. This is the budget, the health system, and the asylum seekers.

[ 1: 04] Now, for the first two, it's pretty easy to understand why they were issues. It has to do with
our money and our health.

Because it's about our money and our health. But the third one, though, is just a little bit different.
Now, when you have all the facts about the asylum seekers, it's actually quite hard to ignore.

Now, at that time, all of the news headlines kept telling us how many boats had come in. And last
time, | remember it was about 200 boats that had arrived in Australia.

Now, on the one hand, it's actually a very difficult situation. For every person that arrives, it's said to
cost about $80,000 per year. Now, on the one hand, it's actually a very difficult situation.

Now, on the one hand, it's actually a very difficult situation. For every person that arrives, it's said to
cost about $80,000 per year. For every person that arrives in Australia, they have to spend $80,000
per year.

[ 2: 13] So last year, that was $344 million taxpayer dollars. So last year, it was $34,000,000.

Yes, that's the one. Now, so hundreds and millions of taxpayer dollars were being spent on illegal
immigrants.

It's also a very difficult situation. It's also a very difficult situation. Now, for those who have paid
thousands of dollars just for their visa application, you'd find this very unfair. So that's one side of
the story. Now, on the other side of the story, there's a human side.

The human side is a people's side. They came to Australia with nothing. They came to Australia
with nothing. Now, most of them can't speak English. Now, w they left everything behind. The only
reason they take such a big risk is because they're so desperate for help.

To ask people to help us. Now, you can still write the government papers. It's just such a Christmas.
[ 3: 20] So thisis one. Now, you know, we're in this world. They risk sinking and drowning. They
risk being locked up in refugee camps.

They risk their very lives. And all of that is based on just a slim hope that the Australian people
might have some mercy on them.

Now for me, as | was sitting in my comfortable chair, watching my TV, eating my home cooked
meal, | started to think, what would it be like to be one of the asylum seekers?

To be locked up just outside the country, s S EEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEN
EEEEEN EENEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEE EEEEEEE Now, see if you can
imagine that for yourself, while we're listening to the rest of this passage.

Now, let's see if you can imagine that for yourself, if we're listening to the rest of this passage. Now,
I'm going to pray for us. So, let's pray.ammmmmm Dear Lord, we thank you for your word, dear
Lord, we thank you for your word, and we thank you for your grace and your love for us.

[5:17] wemmmmmn mmmmmnm | ord, please help us to never stop being amazed by your grace.
EN EEEEN SENEEEEEESEEEEEEN SEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE SEEEEEEEE EENEEEN
= mmwe pray those things in your hands,in your name, sorry,Amen.
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smmmnnnnnnnmAmenAll right.So, in the reading today,Paul talks about

grace.ammmm mmmmnnnnNow, he talks about grace in a lot of his letters.
snmmmmmnnnnnnAnd actually, if you look at all of his letters,All of his major letters talk about
the grace and love of God.a s EEEEEEEEEEEEEs EnnnnnnnnnnNow, | think a lot of you
knowPaul's story very well.

essseennnnnnmeEANd if you knowPaul,mmmmmmmm it's not hard to see why grace is such
a major theme in all of his letters.

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEENOW, you remember before meeting

Jesus,ammmm mmmmmnnE Paul was a Pharisee.

[6: 38] mmmmmmmmmSo, he thought that being extremely good and

righteous,smm mmmmmmnn unmnnnn and doing everything exactly as the law told him
tommEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEDoINg all of that would make him good enough for God.

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEENow, on top of that,mmmmmmmm He thought that murdering
Christianswas what God wanted him to do.

EmmEn mnmmmmnnnnnnAnd you can read that in Acts chapter 8,if you're

interested. amemmnn ensnnnnnnnnnnnnNow, when Paul actually met Jesus face to
face,smmmmEmmEmEEEEEE He understood who Jesus was.

= mmmunnmAnd understanding that,He could never be good enough for

God.asmmmsmmEsn mssnnnsnnnsnnnnnnAnd he realized that killing God's peopleHe
was doing all of the wrong things.

EEEEEEEEEn mmmnnnnnnnnNow, despite all of that,God forgave him through
Jesus.ammmm mmmmmmmmnnmAnd so you can see thatPaul experienced God's grace and love
for himself.

[8:07] unmmemusnsnnnnnnnnn sunnnnAnd he was forgiven by God.mmmmmmmNow,
in all these years after meeting Jesus,smmmmmmmmmE, You can see from all of his lettersthat he
never lost his passion for God.

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEESOifyou look at the passage in verse
4,mmmumum\When he talks about God's great love and

mercy, iNEEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEnEEnnAnd looking at
verse 5,A NN EEEEEEN EEEEEEEEESEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEN
EEEEEETEMPcENEEEEEEEEN SEEESEESEESEEEEEEE SEENESEEEEEEEEEEEEER
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEER
EEEEEEEEEEEEN SEEEEEN EEEEESEEEEEEN EEEESEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEN
EEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE ONEEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEE?0NEEN EEEENE
EEEEEN EEEEEEESEEEEEEEEEEEEESEEEEEEEEEEEEENEEEEEEEN EEEEEE
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEESEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEN EEEEEE EEEEEEN
EEEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEESEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEE
EN EEEEEEN EEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEN,
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEER
EEE

EEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEN EEER?

EEEEEEEEEEN EESEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE NN
E EEEEEEN EEEESEEEEEEEEEEEEESEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEER
EEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEfOritis by grace you have been saved.
mmEEEEEEENOt of your own doing,mmmmmmmm and not the result of works.ammmmmmmitis a
gift of God,m m m m m m m m S0 that no one may boast.

[13:47] wmmmmmmmmmNow, I'll repeat that again.It's a gift of God,so that no one may
boastammmEEEn mmmmmn ummnnnnnholdon to that,we'll come back to it.

mmmn mnnmmmmnnnnnnnNow, verse 10 talks about God's glory and our good
deeds.ammmmmEEEEEEEEE®EEBuUt notice it doesn't actually say that our good deeds give him
glory.

EEEEEEEEEEEEEnnnEENow, that doesn't mean that we can't glorify God in what we
dommEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEBuUt what it does mean is that the way that we glorify God
might be different from what we think it is.

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEESee, our being created in
Jesus,smmmmmmEEEERE Living under grace,mmmmm,and giving praises to him because of his
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goodnesstoUs,EEEEN ENNEEENENEN =EEEEEEEANd reading on,if we happen to do
anything good,ssmmmmmmmmnm we're actually simply doing what God's created us to do.
EEEEEEEEEE EmmEnnnnEEWe're just living the way we're supposed
tommmmmmmmnnnnnEBut we're living in response to God's love.

[15:19] wemmmmunmnmnnnNot because we're trying to make God love us
more.smmEEEmmEmmmmEnnEENow | think so far that's pretty basic stuff.

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEE['s something that | hope most of you understand now,that God is
gracioustous.amEEEEEEEEEE EEmEEEEEAnd that we're dead to sins,smmmmmm,and alive
to Christ.

= mmmumAnd that we know that if we have faith in him,we have a place in
heaven.ammmmmsnnnn sennnnnnnnnnNow if you read the rest of the book, sseEEEmE
IIII,IIIIIII,IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII,IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIBUt Paul
starts his letter about unity with a message of grace.

EEEEEEEEEEEEE mesmsnnnnenNow this is for avery good reason.asssessnsnn|
would say that if there were any threats to church unity s s s ssssssssssmmmm® YOU can be
almost certain.

That's right.You can be almost certain that love,the love and grace that God has shown us,has
been forgotten.EmEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEANd not necessarily because
we're not loving each other,mmm m = m m m m m m m But because we've forgotten how God has loved us
first.

[17:06] emmeeemmmmmmnnnnnnnNow | know this year is a big change for all of
youmssssmmmmmmmmmnnnnnnnn\Vith lvy going to minister to the congregation in
Burwood,lvysmmmmBurwoodemmmm mmmm mum,| can see God using this church in great ways.

ssmmnnnnnmmmnnnnnnNow | know that not because | know all of you all that
welleesemmeeessmmmnnnnnn Butl know that because | know God.
smmmmnnnnnmNow there are also many opportunities that things could go wrong as well
thoughmssmmmmmmummmmnnThere are times where your unity or where your fellowship or
your friendships might be challenged.

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE]visited a lot of Chinese
churches.mmmmmmmmmmANd I've talked to a lot of their leaders.

mmmmmnnnnnnnnNow I'm not talking about this church,But other

churches,smmmmEmEE®m mmmmmEEE|vVe Sseen some very scary things.

[18: 28] memmmmmmmmmmNoOwW it's scary to me becausethe same problems keep coming up
over and over and over again.ummEEEs EEEEEnnnnnnnnnnnnnAnd | see the biggest
threatmmmmmmmm =mmnnnnmNow Caucasians or Aussies,they sometimes ask me this
guestion.

EEEE EEEEE EEEEEEEEEEESoOryBig word.Why are Asians so smart?
snmmmmmmnmnn?They're all doctors or lawyers or
accountants.EmEEEEEEE mum mmmEENow | usually laugh,sms === mmm not because | don't
agree with them,smmmmmmmmmmm® but because | don't quite know how to explain the
expectationsthat are placed on us.
IIIIIIIIIIIIII,IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIBUt
we know that one way or another,they'll talk about what school they're sending their children to,mm
HEEN EEEEEESEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE EEEEERN
EEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE
EEEN EEEEESEEEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEN SEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEER
EEEEESEEEEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE
EEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE EEN
EEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE BN
EEEEEEESEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEEEE EENEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE
EEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEENEEEE EEEEEEEEEEEEEEN,
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEER
EEEEEEN EESEEEEENEEEEEEEN EEN EEEEN EEEE EEEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEE EEEN
Sunday Schoo/,EEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEE

EEEEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEN EEEN EEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEENEEEEEEEEEE BN
HEEN EEEEESEESEEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEN EN EEN EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN EEEEN
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EEEN EEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEE BN EEEEEERN
EEEEESEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEED EEEEEEEN EEEEEER
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEEEEENEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEER
EEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN EEEEE EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEERN
H EEEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN EEEEE EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEER
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE ]I ?2mEERM|ITEm
ECUNEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEER

EEEEESEEEEEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEENEEEEEENEEEEEEEEEEERE

EEEEEEESEEEEEEEEEEEEEENEEEENEENEEEEEEN EEEEEEER

[27 44] EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEER
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEENEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEENEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEERN

EEEEEEN EESEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEENEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEER
EEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEENEEEEEENEEEEEENE EEEEEN

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEER
EEEEESEEEEEEEEN SEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEN ERN

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEER
HEN EEEEESEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEER
HEEN EEEEEESEEEEENEEEEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEE EN EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEER
EEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEENEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEEEEE

EEEEESEESEEEEENEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEEER,
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