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[ 0: 00] It's nice to be back among you. Don't mind me while | move this forward a little bit. |
especially enjoyed singing Hosanna with you all.

I've never sung that song in this context. And | just kept thinkingmm to myself. Which is good for us,
of course.

Now, today's passage is from the books of Samuel. Now, this is my favorite book of the Old
Testament. It's actually the book that we named our son after.

So, as Samuel, my son, grows up, | often wonder what his life will be like. | wonder whether the
same stereotypes that | grew up with will still be around when he grows up.

| remember in the third grade, | had an Italian friend, and he said this.

[ 1: 20] | remember | was born that way, right? You should teach me.

You should teach me to play soccer first, and then I'll try. Now, there's a stereotype for the
successful Asian as well, | think.

They should be neatly but fashionably dressed. They should be neatly but fashionably dressed.
They've probably gone to or will go to a big university.

They've probably studied commerce or IT. They should at least drive a Honda or Toyota.

They should at least drive a Honda or Toyota. But generally, they're quiet and hardworking. But
generally, they're quiet and hardworking.

[ 2: 20] Now, we have stereotypes for even the way that a successful church should look as well.
Usually, it's what our first experience of church was.

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE SO, when | talk about a church service to someone that | don't know,
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE, They might be thinking of hymns and robes and flowers.
EEEEEEEEEnnnnnnn nnn mmmnn When | think about church service to another person,
They might think about drums or guitars or just their friends.

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEE mm mmmmms Now, if | talked about a church
service to people in the Sumatran jungle, s e esee s nnnnnn, What they would think of is
atwo-day walk, smmmmmmmmmmmn, Followed by at least three or four hours of preaching.
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE SO, don't think that the Mandarin congregation goes for too long.
snmnnnnnnnmmmnn Now, | think we all have stereotypes in our minds.

[3:38] summnnsnnsnnnnnnnnnnnnnn Now, these aren't bad things in themselves.
EEEEEEEEEEEEEE But we do need to be careful.

mmmmmmnmnm Especially if we start insisting that other people should do things the way that we
dothem. amEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE SO, keep some of those things in mind
as we look at today's passage.

EEEEEEEEEEnnnnnnnnnnnn Butl'll pray for us first. ammmmmmmmm Dear Lord, we thank
you for your word. smmmm mmm mmmmm We thank you especially for the Old Testament, because
it is good for us to learn things from them.

EEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEmEmEE | ord, please help us to understand your words.
Een mumnnn mnnnnnnnnnnn And help it to change our lives.

sesmmmmmmmnn We putourselvesinyour hands. ssseeeeessmsnmE Amen. Amen.
EEEEEEEE EEEEN EENEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE What's interesting is that
you can read up there that it says, the Lord had given him rest from all his enemies around him.
[5:09] suEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE Ennnmmmmnn Now, when we think about it,
this is actually a little bit strange. ammmmmmmm m mmmmm Especially because in the next
chapters there are more wars and more enemies.
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EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE But actually, that term the Lord had given him rest is a marker.
sssssssn snmmnnn snmmmnn Now, this actually happened at the very end of the book of
Joshua as well.

snsnmmmnnmnnnn And what happens there is that Israel has just entered the promised land.
sssmnmmnmmnmmmnm And that's after forty years of wandering in the desert.
EEEEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEEEEEER
EEEEESEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEN EEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEER SO, it
sounds pretty much the same.

mmmmmmmmE The pointis that God had given a promise to Moses. ammeeeeemnnnnn And
God has fulfilled that promise.

[6:54] esEEEEEEEEEEEN EENENEEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEE SO, backto God's
promises to Abraham in Genesis 15 and 17.

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE SO that he would be the father of a great nation, which
iSlsracl. s EEEEEEEEEEEE N smmmEEE They would enter a land flowing with milk and
honey, a good land.

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEEE SO0 what we can see here are two
promises.

sssnnnnnnnnnnnn Which are actually the same promise. ammmmmmmmm But they're
promises that God made to Abraham and to Moses. ammememsmsmmmnE Now, it might have
taken500 years or so.

smmmn500mmmmm. But finally they have become a great nation. s EEEEEEEEEEEEEEN
And they waited another 200 years. ammmmmmmmm® But now they have a king.

[8:11] wmmmmmmmmmm S0 God has kept his promises. ammmmmmmmm Now, when we see
the words, as | said again, the Lord had given him rest.

smmnnnnnnmmmn We should always remember that first thing that God has kept his promise.
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE Butit also tells us that something big is about to happen next.
EEEEEEEEE Emmmmnnnnnmmmn Now, this is what might be going on in David's mind.
EEEEEEEEEEEmEEEEE This point in history, this point in Israel's history.
ssssmmmmmmmmmnn Thisis actually the climax of their history as a nation.
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE SO, they are in the land.

snmmmmmmn And they have established their nations and their cities and their towns.
sssmnnnn snmmm mmmnnnm And they have one king who's ruling over all of them.

[9:16] wmmmmmmmmmm Now, the question is, what does a king do to mark this special
occasion? EEEE N EEEEEEEEEEEEEER?

Now, sometimes when we want to have a special occasion, we mark it with things that we might do
or things that we might buy. EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEE Guys sometimes
buy Rubik's cubes or iPads or things like that.

EmEEmEEEEEEnnnPade Women sometimes buy diamonds or clothes or those sorts of things.
EEEEEEEEEEEEmEEEE Now, kings.

= mmm? Kings build buildings. sammmmmmm So, we look on at verse 2 there. ammmmmm David, he
looks around at his own palace, his house of cedar.

mmmmnnmmnmm And he sees it's very beautiful. em mmmmmmmmmmm Now, being a man after
God's own heart, he thinks to himself that, no, this isn't right.

[10:27] eumEEn EnEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEE Godis greaterthanlam. ammmmmm And
surely his house should be greater than my house.

Em EEEEEEEmmmmmnnE Now, he wants to be sure of what he's thinking. aesssssmm®m So,
he asks Nathan the prophet. am mmmmmmm® Now, as we know, the prophet's role is to hold the
king accountable to God.

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE SO, he's God's representative on earth. aEeEEEEEEEEN
Now, even Nathan responds that this is a good idea.

ssmsssnnnnnnnnnnnn And that's what he says in verse 3. ammmmmmmmmm Basically, he
saysgoforit. ammmmm m mmmmmmmmm Now, | don't think David is looking to actually just build
himself something big.

EEEEEEEEEEEEEmEEEEEE | don't think David's trying to say, look at me, I've built God's
temple. smsmmEsmsn snnn snnnnnnnnn Now, if he was thinking that, Nathan probably
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would have told them off.

[11:4]1] sueemmsnn mnnmnnnnnnE Butif we understand how important the temple is in
Israel's history, I EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN,
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN EENEEEEEEEEEEEEEN

EEEE EEE EEEEEEEEENEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE
EEEEEEEEEEnEnsnmmmnmmnn Now, David believes that he is wanting to glorify God.

EEEEEmmmmnnnnn But both David and Nathan, they getitwrong. EsEEEEEEEE®
EEEEEm mmmmmmmmEE Are you the one who's going to build my house?
ensmmmmmmmmm? Andhesaysinverse6is7aswell smmmmmmmmmmmm And just to
summarize that, TR EEEEE EEEEEEEN SEEEEEEEEEER?

He says no. Look at verse 8. ammmmm mmmmE He says thus says the Lord.

snmnn mmmmmmnn Thisis like when your parents really want you to listen.

EEEE EEEEEEssEsnnnnnnnmnn The Cantonese equivalent is sort of EmmEEm
EEEEEEEN EEEEE Listen up.

[13: 44] mmmmm You know that God's getting really serious here. sEEEEEEEEEEEEEE SO
this is the height of Israel's history, as we said. EEEEE S EEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEE And
it's at this point that God reveals what his kingdom is all about.

EEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEEEEmmmmmEE He's telling them that this place and this time on
earth isn't all that there is.

EEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE Soverses 10and 11. mm mmmm. He's telling
them that there is still a place where Israel will find peace.

EEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEE |t's aplace where they will be disturbed no more.
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN.

And it's not the kingdom that you're innow. ammmmmmmmm. In verse says, he says, sorry, in
verse 12, he says, it will be after the days, after your days are fulfilled.

[14:51] mumn mem mmmmmmnnm. Butitwil be one of David's offspring.
EnEmEsnEmnmmmnnm Andverse 13.

He will build a house for my name. asmssmmmmmn. Not you. mmmm. And the throne of his
kingdom will last forever. ammmmmnN,

Now there's more, verse 14. ammmmmm. |, God, will be his father. msmmmmm. And he will be a son
fome. EEEEEN,

mmmm. Butverse 15. mmmm. God won't take his love away from him. amsssssmmm. And in
verse 16.

16. Your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever. auEEEEEEEEEEREEE. YOUr
throne will be established forever. ameeeEEEEREN.

[ 15: 50] Now, if you've been to church for a while. smseseesssmmmn. [t SeEMS pretty
obvious to us what he's talking about. EEEEE EEEEEEEE . EEEEEEEN.

EEEEEEEE ENEEEEE ENSEEEEEEEEEEEEN.
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEN,

And we remember why Jesus is so important. EEEEEEEEE EEEEEEE EEEN EN EEEEN.
EEEEEN EEENEEE EEEEEE EEEEEn smmmmmnnmmnn ® for David to think about all of
thiS, INEEEEEEE EEEEESEEEEEN SESSSEEEEEEEEEEER

EEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEENEEEEEEEEEEE EENEEEEEEEEEEEN
EEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN

EN EEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEN
EEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEENEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEN

EE EEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEN SEEEEEEEEEEEEEENEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEN,
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEE EN EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN BN EEEEEEEEN
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE SEEEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEN
EEEEEEEEEN BN EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEN,
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN EEN EEEEEEN EEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN
EEEEEN EEEN EEEEEN EEEN EEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEE
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN EENEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN
EE EN EEEEN
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[20:44] eumEEE ESEEEEEEEEEEEN ENEEN EEEEN EENEEEN

EEEEN ENENEEEEEEN SEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEEN SESEEEEEEEEEEER
EEEEEEEEN SENEEEEEEEEEEEN SENSEEEEEEEENEN SEEEEEEEEEEEEENER
EEE EEEEEEEEEEN SESEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEER
EEEEEEEEEEEN SENSEEEN EEEEEENEN SESEEEEEEEEN SENEEEEEEEEEEE
EEEEEEEEEEN EENSEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN SENSEEEEEEEENEN ENEEEER
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN EENEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEE

EEEEN ENEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN EESEEEEEEEEN ENEEEEE EEEEEEEE,
EEEEEEEEENEEEN EEESEEESEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEER
EEEN SENEEEEEEEEEEEN SENS EENEEEEEEEEEEEE
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN SENEEEEEEEEEEEER
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEN SESEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN ENEEEER
EEEEEENEEEEN EESEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEN SEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEER
EEEEEEEEN SENEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN SEEEEEENEEEEEEENER
EEEEEN EENEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEEEN EENEEEEEEEEER
EEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEENENEEEENEEEER
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