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[ 0: 00] I'm still learning to preach, so | would appreciate any feedback that anyone might have for
me after the service.

Let us pray before we begin. Heavenly Father, may Your Word feed us today, so we may grow into
the full stature of Christ, in Jesus' name of the earth.

EE EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEm mmmnn mmE Well, in today's passage, Jesus is
teaching a large crowd.

EEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEE |t'S SO large, the crowd comes in and almost immerses
thememmmmmmEEs EmmmmnnEEEEEBut Jesus actually has to hop onto a boat and teach
them from the sea.

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEThe first thing that Jesus teaches them is the parable of
thesou.nmmsmmmmmmmnnnnnnn|fyou've been paying attention to the sermons preached
before today,you'll notice that this is actually the first parable recorded in the gospel of Mark.
[1:28] snEEEEEEEEEEES SENEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEBefore we go on to
explain the meaning of this parable,let us first examine what Jesus had to say in verses 10-12.

And we will then see why it is actually this

parable. A EEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEN]10-12n sensennnnnnnnnnnnnn\Where is that
all?

When he was alone,those who were around him,along with the twelve,asked him about the
parable.And he said to them,So you has been given the secret of the kingdom of God.

But for those outside,everything comes in parable,in order that they may indeed look,but not
perceive,and they indeed listen,but not understand,so that they may not turn again,and be forgiven.
Werely,lllll,IIIIIIIIIIII,IIIIIIIIIIIIIII,IIIIIIIIIII,IIIIIIII
EEEE EEEEEEE EEEN EEEE EEEE EEEEEEEEEEEEESOwhy did Jesus teach him
parables?

[ 2: 51] | had always thought that he did so,to make him easier to

understand. EEEEEEEEEEEEEE’ESSESSESEESEEEEEE SEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEA
parable should be a made-up story,designed to teach a lesson to the comparison.

EEEEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEThe word parable actually comes
from a Greek word,which I'm not quite fully pronounced,which means comparison,illustration or
analogy.

EEEEEEEENEEEEEEEN ENEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEESOwhen you hear this story,we
should be able to relate it to our own life,and understand the meaning behind it.
EEEEEEEESEEEEEN SEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEEBUt hereJesus
seems to be using it for another purpose,smEs EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEHe's using it to keep
information from the crowd,so that they may be ever seeing but never perceiving,ever hearing but
never understanding,otherwise they might turn and be forgiven.

EEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEEEN EEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEE EENEEEEEEN EEEEN
mmmmmnnmnn|don't know how that strikes you,but it makes me ask,Why would Jesus do this?
[4:35] suEEEEEEEEN ENEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEEE?ISn't he full of compassion?Full of
grace?Doesn't he want people to be forgiven?

EEEEEEEEN EEEEEEE7EEEEEEEEEEE?EEEE?But why doesn't he make himself
clearer?Why does his speech comparable?
Itsaconfusing.EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEER?EEEEnnnnnnnnnn?Wellbecause Jesus
uses the parablesto divide and judgethose on the outsidefor their rebellion against
himEsEeEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE ennnnnnnnn [f you've been with us for the
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last few weeks,and our last few sermon,to mark,you remember that there's a rising tide of
oppositions against
yOU,IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII,IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII,he'S been
guestioned about the past few weeks,rebuked for breaking the Sabbath law,and even accused of
relyingonthe devilEmEEEEEES EEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEN EESEEEEEEE EEEEE
EEEEEEEENR,

In fact,by chapter 3 verse 6,they were talking to kill

himmesssss sesssssnnnnnnnnnE for Jesus' parables were meant to divide those
against him,from those who want to follow himsssEEEEssssssEEEEEEEEEEEE |0 fact,in
later part of chapter 4,we'll see that Jesus did not teach at that placewith anything but

terrible, A EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEE mmmmnE when he's alone with
his disciples,but he's doing everything, s s EEEEEEEEEEEES EEEEEEEEEEEE and now I'l
ask you to show your picture,so,back when | was younger,which is not that long

ago.smmmmEmmm mmmmEmE e have these 3D magic eyes,mmmmm3Dmmm does anyone know
what we've done?

EEEEEEEEE?afew of you,mmmm this means you're as old as me?ammmmmmmmEEE?s0 what
they are,for those who don't know,is that these pictures of us look like a random pattern, s EEm®
EEEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE EEN
emmn3Demmmn mE quite magical,mmmm the problem is that,if you never follow to learn the
proper way to look at the picture,you will never see a hidden

image,suEN ENEEEEEEEEEN ENEEEENEEEEEEEE Dy the way,for those who are
crossing your eyes,be the original

pictUre, EEEEEEEN EEEEEEEN EEENEEEEEEEEEEEEEE those who really care,will come
to know the truthsmmmmm mmmmmmmmmm not SO much because they understand the Bible,but
because they care enoughto ask what it means

afterwards, I N EEEEEEEEEEEEEN EENEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE andalso hang
around long enough to explainto me,sEEEEEES EEEEEEE NN EEnnE for those who are
against Jesus,the parables would not mean anything to them,because they would use them
more,lllllllllllll,IIIIIIIIIIIII,IIIIIIIIIIIIIIII,remember,even
the disciples didn't understand the power of the right first,but they asked what Jesus meant after the
power [eftEEEEE EEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEE they had a soft
and open time,n m m m m m ,understanding is an issue of the

right ameesssmmn mmnnnnnn those who have a hard heart,those who have close eyes,and
close ears,they won't understand

tLEEEEEEN S EEEEEEEN EEEEEE EEEEEN EEEEE EEEE EEEEE EEES® Athough
Jesus divides the crowd with this public story,it isn't meant to stay a public

forever, A NEEEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEENEEEEEEEEEE Dy explaining the parable to these
disciples,

[ 10: 53] Jesus ensures that the message is passed on to

US,EEEEEEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEE EmmEEEE Indeed we can read the
explanation for ourselves,right here in the Bible,to understand it,it will have used to
fearAEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN ENEEEEENEEEE 'S very important for us to
understand this parable, seess s s s === EEEE Jesus says in verse 13,Do you not
understand this parable?

Then how will you understand all

parables’EEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEEEE?This parable is significant
becauseit describes the four waysthat someone can respond to God's

word,EEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEEEEREEE, N other words,we can only understand God's
word,we choose to respond

appropriately sEE s EEEEEEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEE Before we even begin to
examine these responses,we must understand that in all these four cases,the sower,that is the
person spreading the word of God,does not change, AN EEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEN NN
HEEEEEN EEEN EEEEEEEEEN EEEEN EEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEE EEE
HEEN EEEEN EEESEEEEEEEN EEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEEN EENEEEEEEEE EEEEEEER N
EEEEESEEEEN EEEEEEEEEN EEEEESEEEEEE EENEEEEEEEED EEEEEEEEEE BN
HEEEN EEEEEN EEESEEESEEEES EEEEEEEE EEEEEEEN EEEEEEEENEEEEEE EEEN
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EEN EEEEN ENEEEEEE EEEN EEEEEEEEEEN SEEEEEN EEEEEEEEE EEEEEEER
n?

EEEEEEE EEEEEEEEE’EEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEE SENEEEEEEEE EEEE EEEEE
E EEEEEN EENEEEEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEN EENEEEEEENEE EEEEEEEEEEEEER
n?

EEEEEN EEEEEEN SEEEEEEEEEN SEEEEEEEEEEEE ENEEENEEEEEEEEEEEEN,
EEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEE,
EEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEENEEEEEEEEN,
EEEEEEEEEEEEENEEEENEEEEEE EER?

EEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN SEEEEEEEEEEN EEENEEEN EEEEEN
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE ENEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEENEEENEEEEEEEEER
MEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE EENEEEN
EEEEEEEEEEEE ENEEEEEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEE EEEEEEEENEEEENEEEEEEEER
E EEEEEEEEEEN ENEEEEEEEER?

[18:24] sEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEESSSEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN EEEE
EEN EEEEEENEEEEEEEEER?

EEEEESEESEEEEEEE EEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEENEEEEEEENEEEEEEEEEE
m Halatians 5.22-23The fruit of the spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity,
faithfulness, gentleness, self-control.

EEEEEEE?22-23EN EEEEEEEEEENE NN BN NN BN SN BN SENEEEEEEEEEEN EEEEN
IIIII,IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII?

Have you become more loving and kind to the people around

you’”sssmmmEEEEmEmEEEEE uumnnn?Especially those that you didn't get along with at the
start?

EEEEEEEEEEEEnnEE?Have you become more joyful and peaceful because you are able to
see the grace and assurance that God has given
yOU?IIIIIIIIIII,IIIII,IIIIIIIIIIIIII?

[ 20: 36] Are you becoming more patient and gentle with those who get on your
nerves?’EEEEEEEEEEENEEEEEEEEN NEEEEE?Have you grown to be more generous in
your giving to the church and to those who are in need?

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE?Have you learned to manage your time and
resources better by practicing self-control?
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE?f your answer is yes to some or all of the
above, then congratulations! God's word has truly taken you in the path.
EEEEEEEEEEENEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEER!fyour answer is no to all of
the above, then perhaps you are a new Christian or not yet a Christian.

EEEEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEThat's okay. It may mean that the seed has not
yethad enough timeto grow.sEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEThere is another
way to tell.

[21:54] summmmmmmnnnnnnDoes the word of God sting your
heart?smmmmmmmmmm?Does it make you feel uncomfortable or does it simply bounce off without
any effect?

EEEEEEEEEE’EEEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEE?Because God's word says that we are all
sinners, and it calls for us to put out all selves to death and take on a new life.

EEEEEEN EEEEEEEN EENEEEEEEEEEEEE EEE EEEmEEnnnE|fthat doesn't make you
feel uneasy, then it may mean that you do not yet have God's word in you.
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE|Nthat case, | urge you to take
some time and consider if you want to do something about that.

EEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEERYOU mMight ask, how do | hear God's
word?EEEE N EEEEEEEEEEER?

[ 23: 06] What do | have to do to soften my heart towards Hm?asseeeeeeeennnm?The
answer is that you can'tsmmmmmm, at least not on your own.

mmmmmmnmnJerima 17 tells us, the heart is devious above all.lt is perverse, you can understand
tEEEE]l7EEOEN EEEEEEEE EEEE EEEER?
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The truth is that we cannot condition our hearts using our own strength, because we are all
sinfU.NEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEE EEEEEBuUtdonot
despair.

= mmmmm\What we can do is ask God to soften our hearts for
uS.IIlIIIIII,IIIIIII,IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIA new heart also
will | give to you, and a new spirit | will put within you,and | will take away the stony heart out of your
flesh, and | will give you a heart of flesh,and | will put my spirit within you, and cause you to walk in
my statues,and you shall keep my judgment, and do them.

EEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEENEEEEEEEEEEER EEEE
EEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEERN
EEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEmEE Lord God, you promised us that when
we ask, it will be given to us,and we seek, we will find, and we knock on the door, it will be opened
to us.

[25:33] sn EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEESO NOW We pray that you make
us into good soil, give us ears to hear, so that your word may grow in us for your glory.

lllll,lllllllllllllllllll,lllllll,lllllllllllllll,lllllllin
Jesus name, amen.
T
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