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I'm still learning to preach, so | would appreciate any feedback that anyone might have for
me after the service.

Let us pray before we begin. Heavenly Father, may Your Word feed us today, so we may
grow into the full stature of Christ, in Jesus' name of the earth.

AN EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE mmmnn mEE Well, in today's passage, Jesus
is teaching a large crowd.

EEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEE |{'s SO large, the crowd comes in and almost immerses
thememmmmeeess emmmmnnnnnnEBut Jesus actually has to hop onto a boat and
teach them from the sea.

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEThe first thing that Jesus teaches them is the
parable of the sou.smmmmmmmmnmunnnnnn|f you've been paying attention to the
sermons preached before today,you'll notice that this is actually the first parable recorded
in the gospel of Mark.

llIllllllIllll,IlllllllllllllllllllllllBefOI’e we go on to
explain the meaning of this parable,let us first examine what Jesus had to say in verses
10-12.

And we will then see why it is actually this parable. s EEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEN
10-1”2n smmmmmnmnnnmnnnnnn\Where is that all?

When he was alone,those who were around him,along with the twelve,asked him about
the parable.And he said to them,So you has been given the secret of the kingdom of God.

But for those outside,everything comes in parable,in order that they may indeed look,but
not perceive,and they indeed listen,but not understand,so that they may not turn
again,and be forgiven.

Werely,samss SN SEEEEEEEEES EESSEEESEEEEEEN SENEEEEEEEE EEE
EEEEEEEEN EEEEEEE EEEE ENEE EEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEESO why did
Jesus teach him parables?

I had always thought that he did so,to make him easier to understand. e EEEEEEEE N
EEE’EEEEEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEA parable should be a
made-up story,designed to teach a lesson to the comparison.

EEEEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEnEEnThe word parable actually
comes from a Greek word,which I'm not quite fully pronounced,which means
comparison,illustration or analogy.

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEESOwhen you hear this
story,we should be able to relate it to our own life,and understand the meaning behind it.

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEEBuUt
here,Jesus seems to be using it for another

purpoSe,sEEN EEEEEEEEEEENEEEEEHe's using it to keep information from the
crowd,so that they may be ever seeing but never perceiving,ever hearing but never
understanding,otherwise they might turn and be forgiven.
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[ 4: 35]

EEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEEEN EEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEERE
s ssmmmnnnmmmnn|don't know how that strikes you,but it makes me ask,Why would
Jesus do this?

EEEEEEEEEEN EENEN EEEEEEEEEEEEEE?sn't he full of compassion?Full of
grace?Doesn't he want people to be forgiven?

EEEEEEEEN EENEEEE?ENEENEEEEEEE?EEEE?But why doesn't he make
himself clearer?Why does his speech comparable?

It's a
confusing.EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE?EEEEE NN EEnnnnn?Well because
Jesus uses the parablesto divide and judgethose on the outsidefor their rebellion against
himEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE EnsEEmmEnn [fyou've been with
us for the last few weeks,and our last few sermon,to mark,you remember that there's a
rising tide of oppositions againstyou, I EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE EEN
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE he's been questioned about the past few weeks,rebuked
for breaking the Sabbath law,and even accused of relying on the devilEsssseenn n
EEEEEEEN EEESEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEEEEER,

In fact,by chapter 3 verse 6,they were talking to kill

himeeessss Eessssssnnnnnnnnn for Jesus' parables were meant to divide
those against him,from those who want to follow
himesesesssssssssssemsnnmnnnnn nfactin later part of chapter 4,we'll see
that Jesus did not teach at that placewith anything but

terrible, I EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEENEEN EEEEEEEN EEEEEE When he's
alone with his disciples,but he's doing

everything, iEEEEEEEEEEEEEEn sennnnnnnnnn and now I'll ask you to show
your picture,so,back when | was younger,which is not that long

agommmmmmmm mmmmmmm we have these 3D magic eyes,smmmm3Dmmm does
anyone know what we've done?

mmEEEnnnn?afew of you,mmmm this means you're as old as
me?mmmmmEEEEEEE?S0 What they are,for those who don't know,is that these pictures
of us look like a random pattern, I EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN SENESEEEEEN EEN
EEEEEEEEN NSNS EEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEE3DEEEEE EE (uite
magical,m m m m ;the problem is that,if you never follow to learn the proper way to look at
the picture,you will never see a hidden

image,smEN ENEEEEEEENEN EENEEEEEEEEEEEEE Dy the way,for those who
are crossing your eyes,be the original

picture, I EEEEEEN EEEEEEEN ENEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE those who really
care,will come to know the truthsmmms s s == mmmm® not so much because they
understand the Bible,but because they care enoughto ask what it means

afterwardS, I EEEEEEEEEEEEEEN EESENEEEEEENEEEEEEEEEEEEE and
also hang around long enough to explain to

Mme,AEEEEEEN EEENEEEEEEEEEEEEE forthose who are against Jesus,the
parables would not mean anything to them,because they would use them more, ammmm
IIIIIIII,IIIIIIIIIIIII,IIIIIIIIIIIIIIII,I’emember,even the
disciples didn't understand the power of the right first,but they asked what Jesus meant
after the power

left ANEEE EEEEEN EEEEEEEENEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEE they had a soft
and open time,m m m m m m ,understanding is an issue of the

right amessmmmmn ummnnnnn those who have a hard heart,those who have close
eyes,and close ears,they won't understand it, A EEEEES EEEEEEEEN EEEEEE NN
EEEN EEEEN EEEE EEEEN EEEE 3though Jesus divides the crowd with this public
story,it isn't meant to stay a public

forever, iNEEEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE Dy explaining the parable
to these disciples,
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Jesus ensures that the message is passed on to

US,ENEEEENEEEEENEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEN EnmmmEN ndeed we can read the
explanation for ourselves,right here in the Bible,to understand it,it will have used to
fear,EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEEE 'S very important for us
to understand this parable, sssssssesssmmmmEE Jesus says in verse 13,Do you
not understand this parable?

Then how will you understand all

parables?’EEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEE?This parable is
significant becauseit describes the four waysthat someone can respond to God's
word,EEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEEEEEER N other words,we can only understand
God's word,we choose to respond

appropriately, s EEEEEEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEE Before we even begin
to examine these responses,we must understand that in all these four cases,the
sower,that is the person spreading the word of God,does not change,s e eeEEEEE N
HEEN EEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEN EEEE EEEEEEEEE EEEEN EEEEEE EEERN
EEEEEEEEEEES EEEEEEN EENEEN EEEEE EEENEEEEEEE EEEE EEEEEEN
HEEEEEEN EESEEEEEEEN EEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEN EEEN
EEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEN EEEEEE EEEEEEEEE
HEE EEEEEEEN EEEEEEEE EENEEEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEN EEEEN EEEEEN
II,IIII,IIIIIIIIIII,IIIIIII,IIIIIIIII,IIIIIIIII?

EEEEEEE EEEEEEEEE7EEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEE EEER
MEEEEE SEEEEN SEEEEEEEEESEESEEEEE SEEEEE SESEEEEEEEEN EEEER
EEEEEEEEEER?

HEEEEEN EEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEERE
EEEEN EEEEEEEEEN SEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEERN
HEEEEN EEEEEN EEEEEEEEN EEESEEEEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEEEE
IIIIIIIIIIIIIIII,IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII,III?

EEEEEEEEN SEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEENE EEEEEEEN,
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEER
EEEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEER
EEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEN
,IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII,IIIIIIIIIII,IIIIIIIIIII?

EEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE EEEEN
II,IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII?

EEEEEEESEEEEEEE EEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE
= = m m mm Halatians 5.22-23The fruit of the spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control.

EEEEEEE2?2- 23N EEEEEEEEEEE BN NN NN NN NN SN SENEEEEEEEEEN
E EEEEEEEEEN SEEEEEEEEEEEEEEER?

Have you become more loving and kind to the people around
youU’EEEEEEEEEEEEEEE =EEEEE?Especially those that you didn't get along with
at the start?

EEEEmEEmEEEnEEEE?Have you become more joyful and peaceful because you are
able to see the grace and assurance that God has given
YOU?IIIIIIIIIII,IIIII,IIIIIIIIIIIIII?

Are you becoming more patient and gentle with those who get on your
nerves?’EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE =EEEEE?Have you grown to be more
generous in your giving to the church and to those who are in need?

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE?Have you learned to manage your time
and resources better by practicing self-control?
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EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE?f your answer is yes to some or all
of the above, then congratulations! God's word has truly taken you in the path.

IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII,IIllIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII”fyOUY answer is no
to all of the above, then perhaps you are a new Christian or not yet a Christian.

EEEEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEThat's okay. It may mean that the seed
has not yet had enough time to
grow.ENEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEThere is another way to tell.

EsmmmmmnEnnnnnnDoes the word of God sting your
heart?smmmmmmmmmm?Does it make you feel uncomfortable or does it simply bounce
off without any effect?

EEEEEEEEEE’ENEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEE?Because God's word says that
we are all sinners, and it calls for us to put out all selves to death and take on a new life.

EEEEEEN EENEEEEN SENEEEEEENEEEN EEN EEEEEEnEEE|fthat doesn't
make you feel uneasy, then it may mean that you do not yet have God's word in you.

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEENEN ENEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEENthat case, | urge you
to take some time and consider if you want to do something about that.

EEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEYOU mMight ask, how do |
hear God'sword?sE s EE EEEEEEEEEEENR?

What do | have to do to soften my heart towards Hm?assesssssssnnnnn?The
answer is that you can't.smmmmmm, at least not on your own.

mmmmmmnmJerima 17 tells us, the heart is devious above all.lt is perverse, you can
understand itEEEE 1700 EEEEEEEN EEEN EEEEN?

The truth is that we cannot condition our hearts using our own strength, because we are
all
sinfuU.NEEEEEEEEEEEEEEESESEESEEEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEE EEEEEBuUt
do not despair.

= mmmmm\What we can do is ask God to soften our hearts for
US.IIIIIIIII,IIIIIII,IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIA new
heart also will | give to you, and a new spirit | will put within you,and | will take away the
stony heart out of your flesh, and | will give you a heart of flesh,and I will put my spirit
within you, and cause you to walk in my statues,and you shall keep my judgment, and do
them.

EEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEN SEEEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEERN
H EEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEE SEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN EEEEERE
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEER Lord
God, you promised us that when we ask, it will be given to us,and we seek, we will find,
and we knock on the door, it will be opened to us.

AN EEEEEEENEEEEEEEEEEEEEE NEEEEEEEESO NOW We pray that you make
us into good soil, give us ears to hear, so that your word may grow in us for your glory.

EEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN EEERE
= mEin Jesus name, amen.
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