In Christ (Bilingual)

Disclaimer: this is an automatically generated machine transcription - there may be small errors or
mistranscriptions. Please refer to the original audio if you are in any doubt.

Date: 31 January 2010

Preacher: lvy Wong

[ 0: 00]

= = mmmmHello everyonelet us pray before we beginDear Heavenly Father, thank you for
your grace that we may come here to worship youBut we ask you to rest our heart in this
hot weatherSo we may listen to your preachingAnd that we will be able to live out your
word in our livesPray this in Jesus' name, AmenJust before Christmas, Ben invited me to
see a movieHe says there's a movie that he really really wanted to see

And that he says there's a movie that he really really wanted to seeThis is what | said to
him when he first invited meAnd that he said I'm so busy now, especially that Christmas is
comingGoing to see a few days laterA friend of his saw the movie and recommended to
himHe said that this movie is spectacular and it's really worth seeingSo he decided to
invite me againThis time | saidYou know, we've already spent so much money this
ChristmasAnd we'll have to spend over $30 to see this movieLet's not goA few days
passed

And the trailers of this movie began showing on TVAnd there were many positive reviews
of this movie on the internetUse,

hemmEEEEAy EEEEEESEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEESO he came over againAnd
said, let's go and see itl really really want to see itPlus there's some scenes in it that
parallels the BibleThis is what | saidAy, I'm not sureHe even sent the Biblel thought to
myselfGoodness, he's even playing the Bible cardSo longYou
canmmmmmmmmmnnnAfter all that, can you guess what movie it is?

Just 2012This is a disaster movie, 2012l said, | know that the end of the world will
probably look very similar to the scenes from this movieWe're not going to see itLet's not
goLet's not goAnd in the end, we gave upBut for a long time, the scenes from that movie
kept playing in my headl could only feel relief after the movie had stopped showingm mm =
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEBENEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN

A few weeks agoWhile | was cookingBen was watching newsOn the Phoenix
Channe/usEEEEEEEEEEEESESSEEEEEEEEEEEEE snnmsmmsmnnAnd| heard
the reporters say thatNorth China was experiencing severe snow stormsMany places had
temperatures of 30 degrees under zeroAnd traffic was at a standstillEven the sea water
was freezingupE EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEESO | quickly ran out
of the kitchento see exactly what was goingonE e s sssmmmmmmuunm®But the news
has already moved onto the weather reportmmmmmmmmmmmm| heard the anchor saying
thiSEmEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEER 0 2 NSNS NN NN NN NN

Downloaded from https://yetanothersermon.host - 2025-12-18 06:20:00



[ 5:11]

While it is still snowing hard in the northPeople should not be alarmedThis year's relatively
heavy snowhas nothing to do with the movie
2012emuennnnnnnnnnnnn2012nenmmmmmnn| thought to myselfl wouldn't even
have connected the twolf she didn't mention the movicEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEBut now that she has said itl
realized thatmany people must have beenmaking this connectionOr else there wouldn't be
areasonfor herto say immsmmsssmmsmmmnnnnnnA week laterDuring another
news broadcaStEEEEEEEEEEEEEEESEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE3ONEEEEEEEER
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEENEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEERm
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEENEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEERm
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEENEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEERm
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEENEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEERm
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEENEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEERm
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEENEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEERm
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEENEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEERE

EsEEEEEEmnnnmnnnmnnnn|fyou are ready then facing this day will be
casymmmmmmmmmmmmnnAnd it will be a beginningof a wonderful new
fcRmEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEYetif you're not readythen that day
will be a disasterthat you couldn'tendurcammeeeesssmnmuumn® S0 how should we
prepare ourselvesHow should we prepare the
OluNEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEESQ that we can be likethe
five wise virginswho will joyfully welcome Jesuson the day of his
retuneEEEEEEEEEEEE] et us look at today's passagenEEEEEEEEEEENEEEEEN
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEER

John says in verse 28And now little children abide in himso that when he is revealedwe
may have confidencethat notthat not be put to shamebefore himat his
comnguEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEsnnnnnnnnn\When he is revealedhe is alluding to
the return of Christor the end of the
daysEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEENOt be put to shame before
himmeans that we may stand firmbefore himat the time of

judgmentm m mm m m mmmmmface to facewithout shameand without
regretnmEEEEEEEmEEEEnEEEEWith no need to hide from himbut joyfully facing
himEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEER

John tells usthat there is one waywe can face that daywithout fears s s mmm m m mmand
that is to abide in the Christin Lordmm s s s s ms s === mmmhow do we abide in the
Lordfirst we need to be righteousEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE|f
you know that he is righteousyou may be sure that everyonewho does righthas been born
of himmmmmmmmmmmmmit says that we knowGod is
righteoUSEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEESEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEERANd
indeed we do knowbecause we read it in the Bibleand we learn itthrough our personal
experiencesEmEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEit also sayseveryone who does
righthas been born of himwhat does this meane e e s s s = nuunnnwthose who
does rightare people who have beenbaptized
Christanemmmmmmumuummmmmbecause righteousnessis one important characterof a
born again ChristaneE e S EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN
= = mmmnnnEbut after they believe in Jesusand receive absolutionfor their
SnSEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEand after being baptizedthey will have a new
lifeand become a new creationeems s == mummumuEand this new lifeis connected to
Christmmmmmmmmmmnnnnand therefore he will liveto be more and morelike Jesusmm
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEENEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEERm
essmmmmmmmmmE everyone who does righthas been born of himborn of him
indicatesa change of identityin a Christanu s s e EEEEEEEEEEEEE
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[ 15: 28]

God created manthe relationship hereis of the creatorand his
CreationemsmsmmmmmEEEEEEEEEEEbut Christianshave one extra identitythe
identityof being God's childrenE EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEitSs A
relationshipof inheritancein the same waythat our looksor our personalitiesare similar to
thatof our parentSEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEESince we have thisrelationship
with Godwe need to imitate Godand be righteousm m m m m m m what is
righteousnessEmEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE s nnnnnnnnMikah 6 verse 8says that
we need toact justlyhave mercyand walk humblywas our
GONEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEWhen Israelmade
offeringsto Godof moneyand time

God told themto themthat acting justlywas far more

importanie EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEiD factrighteousness is
animportant elementin maintainingstability in our societyand personal relationshipswith
eachotherEEEEEEEEEEEEEEESEEEESESEESEEEESESEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEER
EssEmmmmmmmmnEEEGod asked us to act justlythis means that we mustlive to the
codeto obey all the truththat we understande s e EEEmmmmumunnnEEsSimply putit
means to liveaccording to the
biblcEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEER

God asks us to act justlyit means we need torestrain our own behaviorwith
righteousnessand respect othersin a righteous

WoySE EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEERWE need to firmly rememberthat
here Godis asking us toact justlynot just to feel righteousbut do nothing about
iEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEESEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEWVE
need to applybiblical principlesinto all facets of our livesin personal communicationwith
othersin studyor at workor dealing withour own liveSEaEEEEEEEEEEEEREEEERthe
second keyof abiding in Christis to persist in our dutiesas God's childrenEEEEeEEEE N
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEENEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEERm
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEERE

John isnot only telling us about God's great lovefor his actin transforming usfrom mere
creaturesto his childrena s EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEENE'S alsO
emphasizingthe fact thatwe truly arehis
childrennEEEEEEEEEEEEESESSEEEEEEEEEEEEEENENEEEEEEEEthe reason
the worlddoes not know usis that it did not know himthis means thatif they knew the
fatherthey would know usemssm s s == ummmmmEand this reiteratesour relationship
withGodememeemmsmmEEEEEEWe are a group of peoplethat is closely bound to
Godummmmmmmmmmnmnmmmmwhen a personcomes to know Godthey would
recognizeus for what we arcasssmmEEEE =N EEEEEIN the same veina person
can come to know Godthrough our actionSEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEENEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEERm
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEERE

We are God's children todayWe are distinguishedyet with this statusalso comes our
responsibilitiesas his childrenasssssssssssssmhonormmmThe Ten
Commandments teach us to honor our
parentSEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE|t means to bring gloryto our
parentslt follows thatas God's childrenWe need to bring gloryto
Go(memmmEEEEEEEEEEEEEEThis is not a difficult thingeeseeeeseemmn|tis
something that we can doin our daily
iveSEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEFOr examplewe canafter we
get up each morningwe can prayand thank and praise
GONEEEEEEEEEESESESEEEESEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEER
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And not to do anythingin our studies or workthat will bring shameto his nameFor
exampleCheating in an examor being lazy on the
jobmmmmmmmmmmmmmnnmmmRecently a young personwas sharing her
experienceswith memssemmsmmmmmmmmnEShe's a studentwho's having a hard
timestudying while workingat the same
timeEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEnennnnnnnnm\When her
boss asked herto take the Sunday shiftShe told him thatshe is a Christianand would not
work on Sundaysbut would go to churchmm s s = == m m mmmm Through her actionsshe
has glorified GodNEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEShe showed her bossthat
Sundayis a day of worshiping
GONEEEEEEEEEESESSESESESEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEER

She also showed thatalthough she was not well offAs a ChristianShe is able to upholdthe
principleof attending churchOn SundaysemmmsmmmmmmnnnrAnd God's nameis lifted
highShe also told mesomething wonderfulShe also told mes EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEERSH
e said thatbecause someone could not takethe Saturday shiftShe ended updoing twoAnd
she got paid more while notworking on
SundaySEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEThisis what is
intriguing about GodHe pours downmore blessingswhen we do love
himEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEER

GlorifyingOur Heavenly Fatheris our responsibilityas his
childrenmmmmmmmmmmmnmmnmJohn continues to say thatwhat we will behas not yet
been revealedm mmm m m mm mmmm He is pointing towardsthe time of Jesus'
retUrnEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE s nnnnn\What will the world be like
during those timeslitis unknownEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE]
also says thatwhen he is revealedwe will be like himfor we will see himas he isEEEmEm®
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE]JESUSHEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEENEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEERm
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEENEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEERm
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEENEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEERm
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEENEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEERm
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEENEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEERm
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEENEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEERm
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEENEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEERE

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEENEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEER
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEENEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEER
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEER |tiSonlywhen we have this aspiration can we achieve it
in our daily ivesSEmEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN

We need purity in our soul and our spirit and our actionsemmmmmm = == mmBy soul and
spirit | mean our thoughtsSE s EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEERENThe
mistakes in our actions are brought about by wrong thoughts in our head These thoughts
leadustOSINEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEESEESESESEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEER
ssmmmmmmnnn Therefore when we do pray every day to share our thoughts with God
On one hand we can reflect on them While on the other hand we can ask God to guide us
back onto the right tracku s e e EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEnnnnnn When
we prayThe Holy Spirit moves to show us what we should and shouldn't
ONEEEEEEEEEEESESSESEEEEEEEEEEEEER
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Purity in our actions means not to do what is shamefulto God s EEEEEEEEEEEEE N
And | felt very strongly towards thisaeeeEeeessesssssnmmmEE | must confess
that | have done things in the past which brought shame to God s EEEEEEE®
EEEEEE EmmmmEE smmmmmnnn One Friday night | was driving some girls home
after Bible study mmm mmm Josiemmm We were going to Josie's house that night
EEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEE EnEmmnnnEsther | don't remember all the girls in my
car except Estherammmunmnnn nnnmnnmnn We had six people all together while
my car could only carry five EEEEE EEEEEEN EEEEEN EEEEEEE

Because | felt lazy and | didn't want to take an extra trip So | decided to take all six people
together EEEN EEEEN EEEEEEEE EEEE EEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEE EEBER
EEEEE EEEN EEEN EEEEN EEEE EEEEEEEE EEEEE NN EEE EEEEHER
Essmnn mmmmnm mmnm So | followed my instinct And | turned into a side street
EEEEN EEEEE EEEEEEN mmEEEEE |t was so dark Because there were no street
lamps And | didn't know the way So | drove round and round EEEEEEE®
EEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEN EEEEEEEE EEEEN EEEEEEEE EEEEEEER
EEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEERE

| failed to be a good role model for them And | also put myself in this sorry situation mmm
EEEEEn ennnnnn snnnm nmmmnm When | got home | deeply grieved for my sin
And asked God for forgiveness EmEEE EEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEEE And |
resolved to never under any circumstance To do something like this again emmmm
msumnnm nnmmmmmmmn And truth be told | have not made the same mistake again
EEEEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEE EEEEE mmEEmmER This heavily affected me in
the ways | behave in other situations | often remind myself to be alert to actions that might
bring shame to God's name EEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEN EEEEEE
EEEEEEEEEEENE EEEEEERE

If you have done things in the past that were shameful to God Then ask for forgiveness
today And resolve neverto doitagain E NS EEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEN
EEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEE EmmmmmmEE Aslong as you deeply regret what you
have done God will surely give you the strength not to do it again
EmssssmsEmsmmEEE Sowe might begin a life of purity ssm sesessnm
EEEEEEEEE EmEEEEEEEER Acting justly Persisting in our duties as God's children
And living a life of purity These are the three key things that enable us to abide in Christ
Today you probably feel that it is difficult to do all of the above

And you'll be right They're not easy Yet when we relive the sins from the movie 2012
EENEENEEEN EEEENEE EENEEEEEE EEEEE smmEmnm smnm We'lfeel that
acting justly Persisting in our duties as God's children And living a life of purity Are
necessary NN EEEENENENEE EEEEEEE mmmmmnE When we have the heart of
determination God will give us the strength aeeeemnn smmmmmm My example before
Of overloadingmy carsmmm smsmmmmmmE That wasn't my firsttime aseeeenmm
EsEmmmmmmmnnm |'ve taught myselfin the pastnotto doitagain EmmEEs EEEEEN
HEEEEEE EEEEEEEEE EEEEEEE EEEEEEE EEEEE EEEEE EEEERN
EEEEEE EEEEEEN EEEEEEEE EEEEN EEEEEEEEEE EEEEEER
EEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEN EEEEEEN EEEEEEN EEEEEN EEEEEEEER
EEEEEE EEEEEEEEN EEEEEEE NN EEEEEN EEEEEEEN BN EEERm
HEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEER
EEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEE EE EEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEHR
| J |

BelowmEE B m BN EEN DCcHE EEEE EEE EE N
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