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[0:00] Ckay, like | say, we're in John chapter 6, the feeding of the
5,000. It says, sonetine after this, Jesus crossed to the far shore of
the Sea of Galilee, that is the Sea of Tiberias.

A great crowd of people followed Him because they saw the signs He had performed by healing the
sick. Then Jesus went on the mountainside and sat down with His disciples. The Jewish Passover
festival was near.

Sometime after this, well, let's go back to chapter 5. But let me tell you, based on the other gospel
accounts, what's going on here. Jesus had sent His disciples out.

He had given them power to cast out demons, to heal sick. And they went out to tell about the
Messiah. He sent them out in groups of two.

And also, what was going on about this time is John the Baptist had just been beheaded. And
Jesus was told about this.

[1:07] So these were the things that happened inmediately up to this
account that | just read. And sonetinme after this, those were the things
t hat were happeni ng.

Matthew's account says, the disciples, now this is when, after He had sent them out, says, the
disciples returned to Jesus and told Him all that they had done and taught. And He said to them,
come away by yourselves to a desolate place and rest a while.

For many were coming and going, and they had no leisure even to eat. And they went away in a
boat to a desolate place by themselves. Now many of them saw them going and recognized them,
and they ran there on foot from the towns and got there ahead of them.

When He went ashore, He saw a great crowd, and He had compassion on them, because they
were like sheep without a shepherd. It began to teach them many things. And when it grew late, His
disciples came to Him and said, this is a desolate place, and the hour is now late.

Send them away to go to their surrounding countryside and villages and buy themselves something
to eat. But Jesus said, they need not go away.

[2:30] You give themsonething to eat. Can you imagi ne the disciples?
What, you know, what's He tal ki ng about? You give them sonething to eat.

And as | was thinking about this, | thought about Jesus' conversation with Peter after the
resurrection. You know, Jesus says, Peter, do you love me?

And He said, you know what? | love you, Lord. Three times He asked Him, He said, Peter, if you
love me, feed my sheep. So what does that mean, feed the sheep?

Here, we know what it means. Give them something to eat. You know, they need something to eat.
So how do we feed the sheep today?

You know, the Christians, because we believe that all men are created in the image of God, we
have a value for life.

[3:31] So it's the Christians that have spearheaded things |ike

or phanages, spearheaded abolition of slavery.

The Christians are the ones that are the first ones in on a natural disaster to assist.

That's all part of feeding the sheep. Christians are the ones that started, like the Salvation Army,
Samaritan's Purse.

These, we also have food banks. We help with things where they build ramps for elderly or infirm,
handicapped people.

Taking food to sick people or infirm people. Stuffing chicken boxes to feed the needy.
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[4:39] Supplying shoes and school supplies for those who are poor.
Bui | di ng handi cap accessible fishing docks. Visiting assisted |iving
hores.

Just to be with the people there that are a lot of times forgotten. We collect food for the needy.
Support pregnancy life centers.

Or transporting the elderly to doctor's appointments or grocery stores. There are a number of ways
that we feed the sheep.

And I'm sure you can think of others. | was trying to think of some of the things that we do here. One
of the biggest ways that | think feeding the sheep is, is we've been mandated by the Great
Commission to present the bread of life to people.

Feeding them with the gospel. You know, Jesus told them to feed the sheep. Or feed them.

[5:55] OF course, they didn't know how they were going to do that. They
thought it was inpossible, |I'msure. but you know one of the things
that's true is that Jesus will never request anything of you that he
won't equip you for or supply what you need to do it and we're going to
see how Jesus supplies the need for these disciples to feed these people
Mark's account after that Mark's account says and they said to himshall
we go and buy 200 denarii worth of bread and give it to themto eat and he
said to them how many | oaves do you have and of course they had nothing |
can see the disciples |ooking at each other how many | oaves do we have
and it says there Jesus says go and see so they went out and saw what they
have

I'm going to jump back into John it says and when Jesus looked up and saw the great crowd he
said to Philip where should we buy bread for these people to eat he asked this only to test him for
he already had in mind what he was going to do so do you think Philip passed the test because
here's what he said Philip answers it would take more than a half a year's wages to buy enough
bread for each of them to have one bite a half a year's wages just to have one bite what if Philip had
said Lord | know that you are from God that you are the son of God and | know that you fed over a
million people every day for years with manna from them so | don't | don't know how we can do it
Lord

| don't think there's a place we can go buy food but I trust you what do you want me to do so many
times we're tested too and we have the same attitude the disciples had you know two half a year's
worth of wages won't do it and while they were talking Andrew came and said in verse 8 of John it
says another of his disciples Andrew Simon Peter's brother spoke up here's a boy with five small
barley loaves and two small fish but how far will they go among so many so we've got Philip saying
you know we can't we can't buy enough food even if and by the way I've read one commentary so
the reason he asked Philip this John | just messed up your recording because | thought it wasn't
recording again so

Philip you know he had a defeated attitude Andrew said well I've got these five loaves you know
really what they are is barley biscuits because it was the boys lunch we've got five loaves and two
fish but how far will they go you know what are you going to do with it when we're tested do we look
see these guys were only looking at what they can do they weren't looking beyond their own
abilities or their own thoughts they were instead of looking at God and what God can do you know
they they were same way with us so when you're facing a trial maybe you're facing maybe you've
got a marriage that's messed up or maybe you've got some employment problems you need a job
or you hate your job or you've got problems health problems and instead of just giving it to God and
say

God | trust you we fret and we worry about it I've quoted before the the great philosopher and Mark
the elder who says God's got this God's got this we don't we don't we just we don't have that
attitude we worry about it we've got it | saw or read in one commentator that a guy said well this
young lad was the only one there that had you know this food | have to say | doubt it because the
Bible tells us and we're going to see it that there were 5,000 men plus women and children so it
could have been maybe some say 15 to 20,000 people there and if there are women and children
that means that there are mothers there and a mother is going to take care of their kids they're
going to have food for their kids and this mother had packed this little boy's lunch and who willingly
gave it up
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[11:47] | think that God says that Jesus al ready knew what he was goi ng
to do he already knew that that little boy was going to be there and |
think that he's there because God orchestrated that he was there for such
atine as this God knew that that little boy would be one that was

willing to give up his lunch so he made sure that little boy was there
"Il guarantee you and this is speculation on ny part that there was
ot her food there but people weren't willing to give it up because this is

ny food if | give it up who's going to do it but this little boy gave what
he had so that it could be used by God he had no idea you know what they
were going can you imagi ne oh yeah I'Il give it to you and Jesus will
feed this whole crowd |I'msure that that didn't cross his mnd but he was
there he was willing to give it up

God knew he was going to give it up and Jesus knew what he was going to do with it how about you
there's a lot of times we might find ourselves in a situation where | think | should do this but | don't
know they might look at me like I'm weird they might think I'm some kind of Jesus freak or
something if | speak up sometimes you might feel inadequate you know what you know what all of
us have been given gifts spiritual gifts that can be used to further God's kingdom but if you look at it
as just your own self and not look at it with what God can do with it we're going to see that God took
these five loaves and two fish and fed these 15 to 20 thousand people with them with leftovers
because it was in

God's hands Matthew's account when they came to Jesus and said well we've got these five loaves
and two fish Jesus says bring them to me and he's telling you and me the gifts I'm giving you bring
them to me let me have and I'll show you what | can do with it just because you know you think on
your own power you can't do it and what's the use why am | doing it but let God if God can feed 15
to 20 thousand people with that little bit what can you do with the gift that you bring but unless
you're willing to give it up unless you're willing to take it to Jesus and let him use you then it's not
going to happen so maybe you were placed in your situation for such a time as this it's time to step
up and do what God says so Jesus said in verse 10 have the people sit down there was plenty of
grass in that place and they sat down about 5,000 were there and Jesus took the loaves and gave
thanks and distributed it to those who were seated as much as they wanted and he did the same
with the fish now the other gospels say that he had them sit down in groups of 50 or hundreds 50 or
hundreds that's how it was easy to count how many people were there because you know instead
of counting all the people you can say 50 or 100 there's 50 men here all they counted was the men
because the women you know no women like | already said praising the mothers you know there's
mothers taking care of their children and then they they

Jesus just gave the disciples Jesus blessed the bread and the fish broke it gave it to the disciples
and they distributed it and they fed all those people and they had 12 basketfuls left over now I'll
guarantee you this is speculation on my part again that somebody took home some doggy bags too
you know we've never had a meal here where take home plates didn't get taken and the way food
was back then and they're in a distant place and I've got mothers with children that they know those
children are going to want to eat again soon they probably took a little extra and put it in well you're
giving it I'm taking it I'm taking this bread so they still had 12 basketfuls left over after everyone was
satisfied and full there's there are people out there that want to say that this wasn't you know the
real miracle was the little boy inspired people to share so they all shared and that's how everybody
ate but that makes no sense at all that you could feed that many people

I think if you look at the surrounding area too there wasn't there wasn't that many people living in
that area at the time remember John said the Passover festival was near so there was a lot of
people in the area that don't normally live there so they probably wouldn't you know it's not like it is
here we run down to the grocery store and buy a bunch of food they just didn't have that much stuff
there so this was quite a quite a feat can you imagine that little boy when he saw what Jesus did
with his lunch how proud he must have been not proud in a way of of I'm sorry not proud I'm sorry |
was thinking of some stuff that | should have said earlier not proud in a way of you know look at me
[18: 14] |1' m sonebody but honored that God used me to do sonething |ike
that man |'mglad | did I'mglad | did | was talking to ny w fe about sone
nm ssion trips that she had been on one of themparticularly in Costa Rica
where they they were in a ball field having activities and it was
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supposed it was a day that the rains were supposed to be there and they
could see the clouds and all that and they actually wal ked the field and
prayed God you know pl ease hold off the rain for us and as they were
having their activities the stormgot worse and it started coning and
they could see and the rains conpletely there was she said it was al
around the field but not on the field where they were God had to to to see
that but until you yield you know there's tinmes you're not going to see
sonething like that she was also telling me about tine that they had they
needed a translator and sonebody tapped on her shoul der said you need a
transl ator she said she saw hi mhe was dressed in a black poncho and a

bl ack hat and she said yes you know and the person you know ended up
getting saved and she turned around to | ook and to say sonething to the
translator and the translator was gone and it was an area but she could

| ook around and because he was dressed so distinctively with the bl ack
hat and the bl ack poncho he shoul d be easy to spot but he was nowhere to
be found he was there for that little bit of tine and then gone

m racul ous things that

God can do she honestly believe that that was that was an angel that God sent for that time
because she prayed for a translator so I'm proud of that little boy one day when | get to heaven |
want to talk to him say hey tell me about it how did you feel can you imagine him going to show and
tell time at school and saying what happened yeah took my lunch Jesus took my lunch and fed all
these people I'd also like to look up the three Hebrew children when | get to heaven that were
thrown in the fiery furnace like what were you thinking you think well this is it this is it guys it's over
and what was it like when you you know because the men that bound them and threw them in the
furnace died because of the heat it was so hot and they're in the there their ropes got burned off
and they're walking around and here's the fourth person with them someone from heaven walking
with them what'd you talk about in there what did it look like

| know what a fire looks like from standing outside looking at it but what does it look like when you're
in it looking out what was that like | think that would be not | also want to talk to Daniel when he was
you know he was thrown in the lion's den you know what did you do what did you do in there did
you pet them did you did you stay away from them you know because you were scared maybe did
you use them as a pillow what was that like another one I'd like to talk to is Elijah when Elijah was
talking to King Ahab you know and told him you better get back to the palace because the rains are
coming you know it hadn't rained for three years you see the rains are coming and King Ahab and
his chariot and his horses was outrun by Elijah said Elijah girded up his loins and he ran in front of
the horses it was 17 to 20 miles he ran faster than the horses to get back to

Jezreel I'd like to know how that was quarter horse and slow | doubt the king would have a quarter
horse but it was a slow horse anyway do you have stories have you yielded your life to God yielded
your talents so that you can see him use them he will all you have to do is like Jesus said give it to
me give me your talents and I'll show you what | can do with them but he also when he says give it
to me he also invites you to bring your hurts and your sorrows come unto me all you that labor and
are heavy laden and | will give you rest all you have to do is trust him give it to him he'll take care of
it verse 14 it says after the people saw the sign

Jesus performed they began to say surely this is the prophet who has come to the world Jesus
knowing that they intended to come and make him king by force withdrew again by himself so these
people were wanting you know of course anybody who could feed us like that we want them to be
our king in my passage today | was supposed to go all the way through Jesus walking on water so
I'll just tell you about it instead of reading it Jesus sent the disciples away and said okay you guys
get in the boat and go to the other side I'm going to send these people away that's something | want
to know about too the Bible doesn't give us any indication other than he sent them away if this big
crowd of people were wanting to take him by force and make him king what did he do to send them
away by himself because he sent his disciples on away

[25:06] | don't know what he did but he sent themon their way and then
the Bible tells us that Jesus then was | ooking out there in the | ake and
could see the disciples fighting the stormas they were trying to cross
and what did he do he wal ked on the water he wal ked on out there he wal ked
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on the Bible talks as if he was going to wal k past them he was j ust

wal ki ng out there going there they thought it was a ghost and they said
they were screanming | can inagine you know grown nen out there it's a
ghost but Jesus told themhey hey hey it's ne don't be afraid and that's
when Peter said Lord if it's you let ne wal k out there to you cone and
Peter of course started wal king out there to himwal king on the water the
only man | know of other than

Jesus that walks on water and we know the story he got to looking around him and the waves and
the storm and he began to doubt began to fear and began to sink and Jesus had to take him by the
hand to all you of little faith they got back in the boat and immediately they were where they were
going to be neat stuff neat stuff but the lessons today is when you're tested by God who knows you
might be in a test right now are you going to just look at what you can do with your own strength or
are you going to look at the infinite power that God has are you going to yield your talents that you
have are you going to decide that you know it's just too little what what's what can

| do I'm nothing song says little as much when God is in it just give it to God and that little can
become a lot cast your cares on him he cares for you he'll take care of you just don't doubt him
God's got this let's pray father | thank you for today's lesson | thank you Lord for that boy who gave
his lunch up Lord you knew you knew he would you had him there because you're the great
circumstance engineer you just like you knew Judas was going to betray you so you wanted to
make sure Judas was there thank you Lord for working all this it's just mind blowing that you know
SO much

God how great you are help us to just trust you Lord and love you and obey you in Jesus name
amen
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