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[0:00] chapter 4 where we read that God is love and love is from God and John goes on there to
describe to us the way in which Jesus is at the centre of the life of the people of God and at the
centre of the Father's own relationship with them. The other thing that we can see about this letter is
that John is facing something that perhaps the church is facing in every generation in the world and
that is how to identify the true church of Christ and how to know genuine Christianity when we find it
and in the scope of the letter he draws our attention to three things that will show us where we find
genuine Christianity and the first of these is that our theology is such that we understand and know
the preciousness of Jesus Christ. That has to be the very first thing that's going to set apart the
people of God. The second thing is that the people of God are going to be known by their love for
each other and John makes that clear if we love God we love the people of God and the third thing
that we're going to find is that those who love God and to love the people of God that their lives
correspond to what God requires in his word and here says John is where we find how we identify
the genuine church of Christ in the world. Right theology, love for one another and a right kind of
godly living and he is highlighting that because things have gone wrong and the community to
which he is writing they are gone wrong in their understanding of sin, they have gone wrong in their
understanding of who Jesus is and they have gone wrong in their understanding of their
relationships with each other and with the world around them. And here in these verses we want to
see the way in which

John focuses in on what has gone wrong and how the wrong can be put right and how the cross of
Jesus Christ is at the centre of everything that God is doing. Well I notice first of all that there is a
problem in the passage and the problem is one that John wants his readers to avoid and he comes
to his readers and we can sense the warmth of his heart of his love for them as he addresses them
at the beginning of the chapter, my little children. It gives to you that sense of the heartfelt love of
God coming through John to speak to these people so the first thing they're going to think of when
he does address them is the fatherly love of God touched by the fact that they are John's children
but especially the fact that they are the children of God. Behold he says in chapter 3 what kind of
out of the world love is this that we are called the children of God and today God is coming to us
and he wants us to sense his love for us. He wants us to feel that his heart is reaching out to us and
he wants us to know that the love that he has in his heart is for us together here today as we
consider the gospel of
Jesus. And as he reaches out to them he is putting them on their guard and he wants them to avoid
the very thing that's going to cause problems in their lives and that has done so in the past. I am
writing these things to you so that you may not sin and that's a great healthy desire on the part of
anyone who cares for anyone else that their ultimate desire is that they will not sin and we
understand what the consequence of sin is. It is of course as John says in chapter 3 it is it is
lawlessness. It comes because we we stop believing and as soon as it comes it interrupts our
fellowship our relationship with God and that's what we have in chapter 1. If I sin if I'm walking with
darkness I've lost my fellowship with God. It interrupts that communion where I enjoy the love and
the beauty of Christ fully my life.
I sin and immediately there is a gap I've lost that fellowship and it flows out into my life then with a
demonstration perhaps of of the fact that my love has become cold. My love for God has become
cold and I've lost sight of of the beauty of of what God has done for me in Christ.
And it leads me down a path of not only having a cold heart and having no fellowship with God but
in the direction of a life that's lived in rebellion against God because of sin is lawlessness.
[5:21] I have left God's law behind and I've entered on a journey once I sin. And John really
doesn't want them to sin at all.
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And of course the the ultimate consequence of our sinning is that we are guilty before God and that
the wrath of God is hanging over us as Paul says.
The wrath of God is is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men. I
sense guilt in my conscience. I sense my heart is cold and I sense that God is is angry with me and
he wants them to avoid that.
And isn't that marvelous today that that's how God's love reaches out to us. He wants us to avoid
sin. He wants us to avoid feeling the guilt that comes with sin.
And he wants us to avoid losing the most precious thing of all. Our fellowship, our communion, our
walking with God in the light.
[6:27] What great love. The love that that we see John having for his people and the love that
flows from our own hearts to the lives of others.

My little children. I say this so that you will not sin. But John is a realist.
He doesn't live in a fantasy world where he thinks that people are going to live and they're not going
to sin. In actual fact he knows that life is very different. And so he goes on.
But if anyone does sin we have an advocate. If as if there was some doubt or some condition with
regard to people sinning.
And can we not as we can in other parts of the New Testament can we not translate this word if in
order to bring us to face to face with the reality of our sin can we not translate it and say but since
anyone or everyone does sin.
[7:35] And that's that's the reality that John is facing. He is speaking to people who are going to
sin. And in the earlier part of the letter in chapter 1 he's he's referring to people who think they're no
sin at all.

And he's also referring to people at the end of the chapter to people who have stopped sinning.
Since they were converted they're so they're so holy and so good that they've stopped sinning now.
And in verse 8 there are those who are so good that they don't sin anyway. And there's that double
level of of being deceived in our hearts. And perhaps without realising it sometimes we ourselves
fall into that trap of thinking that we're good.
And perhaps today that you sense that that you're so good yourself that that Jesus isn't important.
And you're not concerned with your sin because you're doing well. And you're you're coming to
church and and you're you're reading your Bible and you're you're doing your prayers.
But all of that can take place and at the same time we don't stop being sinners. And we we can't
allow the things that we do to mask the fact that in our hearts whoever we are we are sinners before
God.
[8:56] The reality that John wants to draw attention to. And by doing that he wants us to take
ownership of the fact that we're sinners.

Because until we do that the gospel is going to be meaningless. And God wants us today to hear
what John is saying. Well they've decided they wouldn't sin.
And he wants them also wants you also to hear that because sin is a fact that you have to embrace
the truth of that as you come to hear the gospel.
Taking ownership for sin. And we know at the very beginning of of sin entering into the world that's
the thing that didn't happen. And the moment Adam was challenged with the sin that you had
committed it was the wife that you gave me that that committed the sin.
Taking ownership of my personal sin is the first necessary step to recovery from my sin. And the
gospel as I said today it's not going to be meaningful to you.
[10:07] It's not going to be precious to you. And Jesus will be someone else who lived a good life.
You won't need them unless you take ownership of the fact that you're a sinner.

And of the fact that you sin every day in thought, in word and in deed. Taking ownership of the
problem.
No resolution without that. No way forward until we embrace the truth and the fact of our sin against
us.
God. And that leads me secondly to the very thing that becomes precious. That when I recognize
my sin.
That God makes a provision for my problem. And the provision is exactly what I need. If anyone
does sin.



Downloaded from https://yetanothersermon.host - 2026-06-25 07:51:00

[11:03] We have an advocate with the father. We have somebody who comes alongside to help.
That's so precious and so special.

But when something goes wrong and I'm on my own. The spirit of God is the comforter who comes
alongside for my help. And whatever my crisis is.
There is nothing quite as precious as someone special coming along side me. In order to help me
through my crisis. Help me through my grief. Help me through my sorrow.
And here John is saying with regard to those who do sin. That we have an advocate. He is not
simply someone who comes alongside to help.
But he is a legal advisor. He is somebody who is going to take my case. And plead for me in God's
own court of law. He is the advocate.
[12:04] And he is going to go into God's presence for me. As someone who is there to deliver. To
rescue.

To argue the case. So that the problem that has led to my condemnation. So that problem is
removed. He is the legal person.
Who is ready to address my guilt. And that is good news for me today. If my conscience is heavy
with the guilt of the sin. Concerning which I have taken ownership.
That here God is telling me. That he has provided somebody. Who will take away my guilt. And he
has done that. In a particular location.
It is an advocate. With the father. Yes it is wonderful. To have somebody. Coming alongside me.
[13:07] In my own world. And strengthening me. And supporting me. In my own world. And
sometimes I need that. But there is another. Kind of help that I need.

Which takes place outside of my world. And that is. Where my first help must. Take place. And
where it comes from. Something that happens outside of my world.
That will change my world. And the location that we find this advocate in. Is in that very place.
Where the change must take place.
He is an advocate with the father. And here is the father. With whom we can have fellowship. Here
is the father. Against whom we have sinned. Here is the father.
Who dwells in light. And this advocate. Is with him. Here is the father. Who loves us. What manner
of love is this.
[14:04] That we are called the children of God. The advocate. Is in the place. Where God dwells.
Where my father is. In that heavenly home.

And also. Where my judge is. He is advocating. At the place. Where the universe is governed.
And he is advocating. At the place. Where decisions are made. With regard to every individual. That
has ever travelled through this world. What. A provision.
That he is in. Before God. And as we. As we read. In the letter to the Hebrews. And in other parts of
the Bible. He is there.
To make intercession for us. He is there. To ask things. At God's right hand. In Psalm 2. We read.
Ask of me.
[14:59] And I will give you. The heathen for your heritage. And the uttermost parts of the earth.
For your possession. Ask of me. But this asking. It is not about.

The kingdoms of the world. It is about you. And to me. As we take ownership. Of our sin. That he is
there. Talking with God.
Speaking to God. And he is there. On my. Behalf. What a provision today. That in. The sin seek
world.
In which we live. Lives affected. By our own personal sin. And everything that happens. Around us.
That the God. Against whom we have sinned. Is himself. Receiving.
An advocate. On our. Behalf. And when he is doing that. You and I.
[15:58] We want the best. Qualified advocate. We can find. The case is serious. It is. Sin against
a holy God. Which deserves the eternal wrath of God.

For all eternity. The problem is big. The guilt is huge. The wrath of God. Is immeasurable. I need
somebody. Who has a great reputation.
And somebody who has. A great reputation. In his life. And in his advocacy. And in everything that
he does. And that is exactly. What God provides. It is not anybody.
And in many situations. Others can help me. It is. Jesus. Christ. The righteous. Jesus. Here is my
advocate.
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The one who. Who was born. In Bethlehem's manger. The babe. On the breast of his mother. He is
my advocate. Jesus. Who lived his life.
[16:58] In this world. Who journeyed on through. This world. As the sinless one. Who journeyed
on. And he grew up. And he came to. To begin his ministry. At 30 years of age. Jesus.

The Christ. He is not only. The Jesus of the manger. He is the Jesus of the cross. Who was raised
up into glory. Because of the work.
That he had finished. Which was pleasing to the father. He is the anointed. King. Of God's kingdom.
And that is a great privilege. That my advocate today.
Is not any other person. Or any other important person. Nothing less. Than the son of God. Who
came into the world. Who died on the cross. And who was anointed.
As God's king. And who now. Has all authority. In heaven and in earth. He is supremely qualified.
He has authority. To go in there for me.
[17:55] Because he has been appointed. To that task. And. His reputation. Is matched with his.

Work and his life. He is Jesus Christ. The righteous. In other words. He is the godly one. He is the
one who lived his life. Completely in the service of God.
And honoring God. And his whole life was lived. He was without sin. There was no guile found in his
mouth. He was the holy. Harmless. Son of God.
He is righteous in his life. And he is also righteous in his death. He was obedient. Even to death.
Death on a cross. The whole of his life was obedience.
Righteous. And. The supreme display. Of his reputation. As a righteous one. We have in the cross.
[18:56] The cup that the father. Has given to me. Will I not drink it? As he. Goes from the garden.
And as he. Takes ownership. Of your sin. And my sin.

And goes to the cross. The lamb of God. Taking away the sin of the world. Isn't he a marvelous
advocate. Is he not one worthy to consider today.
As we think of. Of you taking ownership. Of your sin. And God's provision is such that. Jesus takes
ownership. Of your sin. And he. Goes and he takes it away.
And he dies. For the sins of the world. And the wrath of God. Is poured out upon him. As the
righteous one. I have an advocate. With the father. Jesus Christ.
The righteous. Here is. An advocate. That's got God's ear. Because of the work. That he's done.
Here is an advocate.
[19:50] Who understands. Every detail. Of the law. Of God's kingdom. And of his government.
Here is an advocate. Who. Has a personal relationship. With a father.

Who is the judge. On the throne. He is supremely qualified. His reputation. Is. Wonderfully.
Amazing. That we. Cannot. But. Be caught up.
With the beauty of him. And he's there. On our. Behalf. Today friends. Let's.
Not hesitate. With regard to our sin. It's there. And God tells us. It's there. Let's embrace that. And
as soon as we do that. The gospel opens up.
And. In the marvel. Of the beauty. Of the Lord Jesus. That here. He is in heaven. Today. On my
behalf. And no matter. How great. The weight. Of my guilt is. There is somebody.
[20:46] Greater. More influential. More powerful. Than any of my sin. And he's there. At God's
right hand. Having conquered sin. Having triumphed over death.

And gone. With all of the authority. And with all of the claims. That he needs. As my. Advocate.
God's.
Provision. We give thanks. Today. That. That. The work. Of Jesus. Didn't finish. On the cross. That
he's. Doing another.
Work. Today. That's equally. As important. And equally. As crucial. To. To. The. Freedom. From
sin. And to. Us being.
The children. Of God. There's a problem. There is. A provision. And it's. Great. And finally. There is.
[21:43] A prayer. What's. Jesus. Saying. Today. What am I. Going to. Think. About. Jesus.
Today. As. As. He's. At God's. Right. Hand. On my. Behalf. What's.

The. Center. Of. The. Conversation. What's. The. Topic. And. John. Tells. Me. Here. That. He. Is.
The. Propitiation. For. Our. Sins. And. Not. For. Ours. Only. But.
Also. For. The. Sins. Of. The. Whole. World. He. Is. The. Propitiation. For. Our. Sins. The. Very.
Problem. That. You. And. I. Have. He.
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Is. The. Propitiation. For. That. And. I. I. Go. Down. The. Street. In. My. Imagination. Where. Where.
John's.
Readers. Were. To. Be. Found. And. And. I. I. Asking. Myself. When. We. Ask. Somebody. What.
Do. You. Think. This. Word. Means. What. Do. You. Understand. When. When. This. Man. John's.
On. About. Propitiation. And.
[22:37] They. Are. Immediately. Going. To. Respond. And. They. Going. To. Say. Well. Our.
Understanding. Of. That. Word. In. Our. Culture. Is. That. When. We. Sin. Against. The. Gods. Try.

And. Appease. God. So. His. Anger. Is. Turned. Away. So. That. So. The. Man. On. The. Street.
Will. Understand. Propitiation. I. Have. Done. Something. Wrong. Against. The. Gods.
I. Need. To. Come. And. Bring. A. Gift. A. Sacrifice. And. Hope. And. Pray. That. That. The.
Sacrifice. Is. Good. Enough. So. That. The. Gods. Will. Turn. Away. Their. Anger. And. I. Will.
Know. Peace.
And. So. I. Ask. Now. Today. What. Is. The. Pressure. In. The. Street. Today. Understand. From.
The. Word. Propitiation. As. We. Have. It. In. The. Gospel. It. Is. Exactly. The. Same. Thing.
With. One. Key. Difference. It. Is. Exactly. The. Same. Thing. In. The. First. Place. Because. I. I.
Sinned. Against. God. And. God. Is. Angry. With. Me. And.
[23:43] The. Third. Place. I. Need. Something. So. That. God's. Anger. Is. Turned. Away. From.
Me. But. The. Marvel. Of. The. Gospel. And. The. Great. Difference. Between. The.

Precian. Who. Is. Gospel. Wise. On. The. Street. Today. From. The. Person. Who. Was. Pagan.
Wise. And. In. The. Days. Of. John. The. Great. Difference. Today. Is. That.
You. You. Don't. Bring. The. Gift. At. All. You. Don't. Have. To. Pay. The. Price. You. Don't. Have.
To. Give. The. Sacrifice. The. Beauty. Of.
Propitiation. In. The. Gospel. Is. That. The. Person. Who. Requires. The.
Glory. Of. His. Gospel. Today. Is. That. Here. Is. The. Lamb. Of. God. Here. Is. The. Unspeakable.
Gift. That.
[24:38] We. Purchased. With. The. Blood. Of. Jesus. And. Nothing. Less. Than. That. And. It. Is.
That. Blood. Of. Jesus. Christ. That.

Is. Our. Propitiation. That. When. That. Presented. Alongside. Of. My. Sin. In. God's. Court. Of.
Law. Then.
My. Sin. Is. Covered. And. God. Is. At. Peace. With. Me. Propitiation. What. What. Has. That. To.
Do. With.
Prayer. What. Has. That. To. Do. What. Has. The. Cross. To. Do. With. The. The. Cross. Where.
Jesus. Was. Forsaken. As. The. Son. Of. God. As. He. Bore. Our. Sins. When. He. Cried. Out.
It. Is. Finished. What. Is. That. Got. To. Do. With. Prayer. And. With. The. Conversation. In. Heaven.
It.
[25:31] Has. Absolutely. Everything. To. Do. It. To. Do. With. It. What. Is. The. Claim. Of. My.
Advocate. What. Is. Jesus. Saying. Today. At. God's. Right. Hand.

With. Regard. To. My. Sin. What. Is. He. Lay. Before. God's. Throne. As. His. Argument. As. His.
Case. For. Me. It.
Is. Not. How. Good. You. Are. Praise. The. Lord. For. That. But. It. Is. How. Good. He. Was. And. It.
Is. How. Good. His. Sacrifice. Was. And.
It. Is. The. Fact. That. The. Father. Said. From. Before. The. World. Was. If. You. Go. And. If. You.
Do. This. Work. And. If. You. Bear. The. Sins. Of. The. World.
And. If. You. Die. For. Their. Sins. Then. I. Will. Give. You. These. People. They. Were. Yours.
Says. Jesus. And. You.
[26:24] Says. Jesus. To. The. Father. And. You. Gave. Them. To. Me. And. So. He. Goes. To.
The. Cross. To. Die. For. Them. And. Now. At. God's. Right. Hand. In.

Jesus. His. Own. Words. In. John. 17. I. Pray. For. Them. I. Pray. Not. For. The. World. I. Pray. For.
Them.
And. So. In. Heaven. Today. As. I. Come. With. The. Great. Problem. Of. My. Sin. That. Can.
Seems. So. Sometimes. So.
Heavy. As. It. Was. Sin. In. Pull. Gump. Proge. That. Burden. Which. I. Cannot. Bear. As. I. Come.
With. That. Problem. I. Come. To. See. The.
Great. Answer. To. My. Problem. Not. Only. In. The. Provision. But. In. This. Prayer. Of. Jesus. At.
God's. Right. Hand. That. His. Sacrifice.
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[27:20] Is. Enough. That. What. He. Suffered. Is. Enough. And. Because. He. Is. Praying. For.

You. And. I. Personally. Individually. It. Draws. Attention. To. The. Fact. That. In.
The. Prayer. There. Are. Two. Topics. Of. Conversation. And. One. Of. Them. Is. The. Cross. Of.
Jesus. And. The. Other.
One. Is. The. Sinner. Who. Is. Lost. You. And. Me. What. A. Great. Honor. Today. That. When. I.
Face. The. Problem. Of. My. Sin. And.
As. I. Seek. To. Deal. With. That. That. At. God's. Right. Hand. There. Is. That. Process. Going. On.
Where. I. I. I. I. I. I. I. I. I.
[28:11] I. I. I. I. I. I. I. I. I. I. I. I. I. I. I. I. I. I. I. I. I. I. I. I. I. I. I.

I. I. I. I. I. I. I. I. I. I.
I. I. I.
I. I. or do you think that his concern for you may not be as great as his concern for someone else?
The gospel is much bigger than that.
The love of God is much greater than that, and the heart of God is more embracing than that. That
all of your sin and all that you are, that it is covered by all that Jesus has done.
[29:31] And in that prayer in conclusion, there is one more key factor connected to it, and that is
that something happens in here.

There is that live connection between what Jesus is doing at God's right hand and what's
happening in my heart. And while Jesus is praying to the Father for me, seeking my forgiveness, I'm
saying sorry for my sin in my own heart.
And that process of confessing my sin and of turning away from it has begun in my heart in
connection with what Jesus is doing at God's right hand. And so that as he's praying, all of these
emotions of mine and all of my affections are moving in the direction of turning away from my sin,
saying sorry to God, and discovering at a moment of forgiveness.
Blessed is the man whose sins are forgiven. To be envied with desire is the person whose sins are
forgiven. And so the help that I need today, it begins certainly at God's right hand.
But ultimately, it arrives beside me. It's the ministry of the other comforter, the Holy Spirit that God
sends to dwell in my heart.
[31:00] And he begins to prompt me and to direct me in the direction of Christ. And to hear this
interaction that's taking place in heaven.

That the Jesus who died on the cross for my sin, the Jesus who is praying at God's right hand for
me now. And that based on the merits of what he has suffered, that forgiveness is freely available
to me.
And if he is the advocate who is Jesus Christ the righteous, John makes it quite clear in verse 9, if
we confess our sins in this interaction that's between our hearts and heaven's throne, if we confess
our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
And suddenly, the ruins of a house of sin that was standing between me and my God, suddenly it's
gone. And the moment of my confession, he is faithful.
He's not going to let me down. He's not going to stop short. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and
just because he was just in the cross of Jesus, he can forgive my sin without anyone pointing the
finger and saying to God, you cannot do that.
[32:30] Because the answer to that kind of accusation is, this is what I've done. I can do this thing
because of what I did in the cross of Jesus. And therefore, the sinner who embraces his sinnership,
takes ownership of it, will find joy today that in the gospel there is a fully qualified advocate to
represent me.

And the outcome of that representation is that the love of God because of which he gave his son
will once more flow into my heart, cleansing from all sin.
It's a picture of at last seeing God in communion and in fellowship and in closeness. What I've lost
because of my sin that comes back in this marvelous process of intercession, of confession, of
repentance and of forgiveness.
Hallelujah. The joy of our salvation that our sins are forgiven and all because of what Jesus has
done. So let's go today and let's let's embrace our sin.
We need to do that. However big they are, let's have wide open arms and say to God they're mine.
I've committed them all. And from there your journey will be one of tears, of brokenness, of joy, of
gladness and of complete freedom.
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[34:14] And like John we wouldn't want you to miss out on that kind of freedom because there is
nothing in this world that can compare with knowing that my sins are forgiven and I've peace with
God and knowing that I'm on my journey to be with God and to be with Jesus in that heavenly
home.

Amen. May God bless his word to us. Let us pray.


