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[0: 00] Good norning, church. Yeah, sonmebody nentioned that there's a | ot
of unfanmiliar faces, and |'mnoticing that as well.! | should say that if
you don't know who | am ny nane is Tyler Wlkins, and |I'm a nmenber here
at this church.

And I'm a believer. I'm a Christian. I'm a person who loves the Lord, and I've spent time with Him. In
particular, this week, to try to bring an encouragement to you all.

Step away from that speaker. I'll wander this way. How's that? | want to bring an encouragement to
you as my brothers and sisters, or even as people who might not know the Lord.

| mean, | don't know you, so | don't know where your heart is. You may even think that you do know
the Lord, and you could be deceived. Jesus teaches us that that is possible. So | want to encourage
us from the scriptures this morning.

And let me pray quickly before | do that. Lord Jesus, I'm coming before you this morning completely
unaware of the future.

[1:22] Lord, this could be the last time that | get to speak. Lord, this
could be ny last day. This could be my | ast hour.

God, | don't know. | don't know what's going to happen. | feel fine. God, | feel okay. | feel like I'm
going to go on for, you know, whatever the statistical age is for people in America these days.
But God, you are the one who knows. You hold the future. This could be it. This could be the last
stuff that | get to say to anyone ever. This side of heaven.

And so, Lord, | pray. | pray that you would help me. Lord, help me. Give me help. Give me strength
in this pulpit this morning to preach as a dying man to dying men and women.

Lord, give me the words that you would have me to communicate to these people this morning,
right now, as if they were the last words that we would hear. Lord, if this is my last chance to
encourage people towards Christ, let me do it.

[2:25] Let nme do it well. | pray that you would send the Holy Spirit,
Spirit that you would be here working in this place, doing your great
wor k of conviction and of revealing Christ.

I'm so grateful for the text that we have to look at this morning. And | pray that it would be clear.
Lord, help me. Help me to speak clearly and to communicate well and to put forward what is there
in your word.

And then, Lord, | pray that each heart here would be fertile soil. Fertile soil, Lord. Till it up. Break up
the rocks in people's hearts and make it into good soil.

And so that when | drop this good seed of the gospel, the word, into that soil, that it will grow. So
30-fold, 60-fold, 100-fold. Lord, | pray that Satan would be banished from this place.

That he would not be able to come along and pluck out the word of life, such as he does to the seed
that's scattered on the path. Lord, get him out of here. | pray that Satan would be banished from
here and that demons would be banished from here.

[3:35] That even if there are people here this norning, Lord, who have
been afflicted by the enemy through this week, Lord, | pray that today,
this nmorning, while we have this tine, that you woul d give thema safe
haven so that they can hear the gospel and live.

Lord, that's my desire this morning. So | pray that you would help me to do it in your name. Amen.
Amen. So, yeah, | wanted to encourage you all this morning as | was preparing, you know, this
sermon.
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| was like, what am | doing? Like, you know, what are we doing when we stand up here and talk,
right? What is a sermon? What's the point, right? And it's a lot of times we kind of, you know, we
focus on the information part of it, right?

Well, I'm teaching you, right? And that's true. You know, you hopefully will learn some things or
have some things reinforced that you didn't know maybe or before. But really, you know, what |
want to do is | want to encourage you.

And I'm using the word encourage a lot on purpose, right? Because | think that's a word that
sometimes we get, we use it kind of weirdly, right? But if you think about it really literally,

encourage.
[4:53] | want to give you courage, right? | want to give you, by the
words that I'"musing this norning, | want to give you courage, right? And

courage is useful for action, right?

You don't just have courage and then sit around and not do anything with it, right? Because
otherwise it's pointless. You don't need courage to sit around, right? So | want to encourage you. |
want to give you strength, give you the feeling of ability so that you can do something, right?

And that thing in general is going to be live the Christian life well, right? | want to encourage you
with Jesus's words so that you are able to live well, live in a manner that is worthy of the calling to
which you have been called, right?

That's what | feel like my purpose is right now, okay? | want to encourage you, make you feel strong
based on God's word, okay? That's my goal. We'll see if that happens.

Let's read the text. So we're in John chapter 5, and we have just come through, Rob preached last
week about Jesus just healed this guy at the pool of Bethesda.

[6:07] And that was amazing. Like, | don't know if you heard it or if
you' ve read that story, but l|ike, that was such an amazing thing that
Jesus did, right?

This was a man who was completely, | mean, he'd been an invalid for 38 years. That's like an entire
lifetime, right? So this guy has been able to basically do nothing with his entire life, right?

And then Jesus, you know, kind of comes along, and he's like, hey, you know, you want to be
healed? And the guy's like, yeah, you know?

And he's like, oh, okay. But, you know, I'm like paralyzed or whatever, so, you know, it's really hard
to, you know, move. And | couldn't get down to the pool and get healed, and, you know, I've been
doing this.

You know, who knows how long he's been laying there. And, you know, so basically he's like, yeah,
| want to be healed, but | can't. And Jesus is like, oh, okay, yeah, that's too bad.

[7:09] well, hey, you know what? \Why don't you just get up? Why don't you
just get up? Have you tried that, you know? No? Ckay, let me help you.

Get up. Take up your bed and wal k, right? And the guy believes Jesus,
okay?

That, like, that didn't make any sense, right? But, like, he believes the Lord, and he's like, okay, and
then he does it. He does it. He gets up and is able to walk, right? This, | mean, he hasn't been able
to do this for 38 years, right?

Or he's never been able to do it, and he's 38 years old, right? Not totally clear. But, like, this is
crazy, right? This guy's up, and he's walking around. He's like, wow, this is awesome, right?

You know, and then somebody sees him, and they're like, hey, why are you carrying that, you
know, on the Sabbath? You're not supposed to do that. And he's like, oh, my bad. The guy, you
know, he told me, you know.

So we talked about all that, right? And that's where we are now. So the Jews, they were upset with
Jesus because he had himself violated the Sabbath by healing on the Sabbath.

[8:13] And, you know, he had sort of directed this guy to also do the
sanme, right? So they're upset with him And then, so that's one reason
they're upset. That then Jesus goes, ny father is working until now, and

I am wor ki ng.

And they were like, excuse me? You know? And so then it says in verse 18, this was why the Jews
were seeking all the more to kill him.
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Because not only was he breaking the Sabbath, but he was even calling God his own father,
making himself equal with God.

One thing | want to say before | go any further also, really quick. I'm going to be using the phrase,
the Jews, this morning.

And we have been using that phrase, you know, because it appears in the scriptures, the Jews.
And being a person who is sensitive to, like, ethnic and racial discrimination in our world, | want to
be really careful when | use that phrase, okay?

[9:25] When | say the Jews, | don't nean that in any kind of a derogatory
way, and neither do the scriptures, right? It's not just saying, because
we know t hat people, even nowin this country, are using that idea of the
Jews did this, the Jews do that, and they're fueling their anti-Semtism

| want to draw a really hard line. That's not what I'm trying to do. I'm not saying that there is anything
particularly wrong with Jewish people, right?

When | say the Jews, I'm talking about the Jewish leaders, the Jewish religious leaders, basically
like the church leaders at the time, who didn't believe in Christ.

So I'm not even talking about all of the Jewish leaders, because some of them believed. Some of
them came to faith, and they believed in Jesus, right? So it's not all Jews, and it's not all Jewish
leaders, right?

It's these Jews who disputed with Christ, okay? So if you hear me say the Jews, just kind of
flippantly, know that I'm not insulting Jewish people, right?

[10:29] | love Jew sh people. They have a very rich and beautiful history
with our God, right? The God of the Od Testanent is their Cod.

There's a piece missing, but to them belong the covenants, right? And the promises, as Paul has
said, okay? So don't be put off by that. Now, let's read.

I'm going to start reading in verse, well, I'll start in verse 16, and then it'll pick up on the screen in
verse 19, which is where our text starts today. So, and this is why the Jews were persecuting
Jesus, because he was doing these things on the Sabbath.

But Jesus answered them, My father is working until now, and | am working. This was why the Jews
were seeking all the more to kill him, because not only was he breaking the Sabbath, but he was
even calling God his own father, making himself equal with God.

Verse 19. So, Jesus said to them, Truly, truly, | say to you, the son can do nothing of his own
accord, but only what he sees the father doing.

[11: 34] For whatever the father does, that the son does |ikew se. For the
father | oves the son, and shows himall that he hinself is doing. And
greater works than these will he show him so that you may narvel .

For as the father raises the dead, and gives them life, so also the son gives life to whom he will. The
father judges no one, but is given all judgment to the son, that all may honor the son, just as they
honor the father.

Whoever does not honor the son, does not honor the father who sent him. Truly, truly, | say to you,
whoever hears my word, and believes him who sent me, has eternal life. He does not come into
judgment, but has passed from death to life.

Truly, truly, | say to you, an hour is coming, and is now here, when the dead will hear the voice of
the son of God, and those who hear will live. For as the father has life in himself, so he has granted
the son also to have life in himself.

And he has given him authority to execute judgment, because he is the son of man. Do not marvel
at this, for an hour is coming, when all who are in the tombs will hear his voice and come out.

[12: 41] Those who have done good, to the resurrection of life, and those
who have done evil, to the resurrection of judgnent. So, you know, no big
deal, right?

Just, Jesus said some stuff. This text, entirety of our text this morning, is Jesus talking. Which are
always the coolest passages to me, because, you know, that's what we really are interested in.

It's like, what does Jesus want us to do? What is he trying to teach us? Right? So, you know, he
says some stuff here. And, as | was reading this, | was just like, like, the Bible is great.

The Bible is really awesome, and we should be thankful that we have it. But, like, man, it can fall so
flat, can'tit? Like, sometimes when you're reading stuff in the Bible, you just, you read it kind of like
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| just read it.

Like, oh yeah, Jesus did this. And then he said, truly, truly, blah, blah, blah. And, you know, and
then he healed a guy. And you totally miss the craziness of the Bible, right?

[13:40] So, like, the main thing that | really want to highlight this
norning is, like, howwld this is. Like, Jesus is wilding in this
passage. He's talking crazy, right? But, like, we don't really get it.

We don't feel that, you know? We just, because, you know, maybe we've read it before, or, like, it's
text on a page, and it's just, you don't typically read a book and go, whoa, you know?

But it's like, if you think about this for a while, you're going to start to see, like, what? Like, Jesus is,
he's talking crazy, okay? He's talking crazy this morning.

So, let's take a look at it. Now, it says, | really like and appreciate verse 18, which is the verse that
directly precedes my passage.

But it's great because it shows us two things. It shows us, you know, why the Jews wanted to put
Jesus to death, and also the fact that they understood Jesus to be saying that he is equal with God.
[14:38] Right? So, | don't know about you guys, but sometimes when | read
the Bible, and | cone across one of those passages that people say, oh,
this is Jesus claimng deity. This is Jesus claining to be Cod.

| read it, and I'm kind of like, eh, is it? Like, you know, like, here's one. My father is working until
now, and | am working. Okay? To my, you know, 21st century ears, that doesn't immediately make
me go, that guy just said he was God.

Right? It doesn't sound like that. He just said, my father is working until now, and | am working. But
apparently, when he said this to the Jews, that was their reaction.

They were like, what? What does this guy think he's doing? Like, what, did you hear what he just
said? This is crazy. Right? So, because Jesus said that, they wanted to kill him because they heard
him to be saying, yeah, I'm equal with God the Father.

Okay? So, why that matters to us right now is this. If you're reading this, and you're going, well, I'm
not really sure that's what he said. Or like, you know, I'm not really, | don't really get that from this.
[15:52] It doesn't matter. Ckay? What you get fromit doesn't matter.
Because the people that Jesus was tal king to understood his nessage.

So, he tailored his message to who he was speaking to. Right? So, Jesus was a very, very effective
communicator. And he made sure that when he was talking to somebody, they got what he was
saying.

Right? Unless he wanted to purposely confuse them, and then he told them a parable. Right?
Sometimes he would do that. But like, you know, he's not going to just say something like vague,
and then people freak out.

And then him just kind of be like, oh, they totally misunderstood me, but whatever. You know, I'm
going to go build a chair because I'm a carpenter. You know, he's not like that. Right? Right? Jesus
whole mission is to make sure that we understand who he is and what he's come to do.

Right? So, and he wants it to happen in the right time, which is why sometimes he told parables,
and sometimes he was really direct. And, you know, he was pacing it according to what he saw the
Father doing, which we're about to talk about.

[16:50] But they understood what he was saying. Okay? And | think that
you want to go with that. Okay? Even if you are thinking, well, you know,
I'"mvery educated in YouTube, and like, it's 2023, and | think I can
under stand Engli sh.

And he didn't say he's God. Jesus never really claimed to be God. He did. He did. Okay? He did.
Everyone heard it. Everyone understood it. Okay?

They were not confused. They were angry. They were not confused. All right? So, we need to set
aside our interpretation of what Jesus is saying, and we need to listen to what John is saying here.
He's like, look, this is the situation. However you have taken Jesus up to this point, | am now
clarifying for you as your narrator, this is why the Jews wanted to kill him.

Because he said this, and he was claiming this. Does that make sense? Okay? So, Jesus was
claiming to be equal with God. Now, he says, man, he starts talking so crazy.

[17:53] So, he says, truly, truly, | say to you, which is one of those,

i ke, Jesus-isnms, you know, which is kind of I|ike, hey, for real.
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Okay? Like, real talk. Or like, for real, for real. Like, seriously, guys. Okay? Phrases like that. Right?
Truly, truly. Because, you know, we don't say that. Right?

I've never said truly, truly | say unto you in my daily life. Right? But | have said when I'm trying to
emphasize something important, be like, hey, man, for real. Like, listen. Or, you know, like, hey,
like, seriously.

Check this out. Right? It's an emphatic. So Jesus is saying like, really now, listen, okay? The Son
can do nothing of his own accord, but only what he sees the Father doing. For whatever the Father
does, that the Son does likewise. So first thing that's crazy about that is Jesus is now just blatantly
calling himself the Son, that is the Son of God, right? Because he said back in verse 17, my
Father's working until now, and | am working. Then he says, the Son can do nothing of his own
accord, but only what he sees the Father doing. So he's not suddenly talking about some different
person, right? He's like, oh yeah, I'm working. Okay, forget me though, the Son, no, he's the Son.
He's talking about himself, right? So he's now calling himself the Son of the Father.

The Father is God. Jesus is calling himself the Son of God, okay? Which again, the Jews heard this
and they understood that, like, okay, not sure about that, but whatever, right?

[19:32] But that's what Jesus is saying here. So he's just, you know,
throws that out there. I'mthe Son of God. Then he says, he clains that
he's only ever doing what the Father does, or |ike what the Father would
do or does do, right? Which, anpbng other things, neans that Jesus is here
claimng that he does not sin. So you nay not have thought about it that
way, right? Wien you first read it, but if sonmebody only does what God

t he Fat her does, does God the Father sin?

No. Okay? He's saying, | don't do anything apart from what the Father does. Nothing. | don't do
anything except for what God the Father does. So he doesn't sin. Crazy, right? Crazy statement,
unless he's correct, right? But shocking, nonetheless, right? So whatever | see God the Father
doing, that's what | do, and that's all | do. Then he says, for the Father loves the Son and shows him
all that he himself is doing, which is, again, amazing, because that, you know, you think about
people who have had insight into what God is doing, right? People like, you know, Abraham was
spoken to by the Lord. People like Moses, you know, talked to the, you know, to the Lord frequently.
People like the prophets, right? Encountered the Lord, right? They, you know, they heard from him,
and they heard, you know, they heard lots, maybe, in some cases, of what God was doing. But
Jesus says, the Father shows him all that he is doing. So right now, Jesus is claiming, | have
greater, like, connection and insight into God than, like, than anyone else has ever had in all of
history, okay? Which, you know, again, is absolutely amazing, right? There's, because, you know,
later he's gonna, somebody's gonna, oh, you know, are you saying you're greater than Abraham?
And Jesus is like, yeah, like, like, totally, you know, like, I'm way greater than Abraham, you know?
Like, Abraham had that one promise, right, that he was kind of fixated on that we know about from
the scriptures, and God was like, Abraham, you're gonna have, you know, this huge family, and it's
gonna, you know, endure to generations, and all that. And it was a big deal, and oh, man, Abraham,
he was so connected with the

Lord, you know? And he was, you know? It was great for Abraham, but Jesus is like, | got that, like,
constantly. | know constantly what God the Father is up to, and I'm up to it, too, right? My Father is
working until now, and so am |, right? | know, | know what's going on here. Why? Well, because I'm
God, right? And then he says, and greater works than these will he show him, so that you may
marvel.

Small point here, but, you know, this, | take this phrase, so that you may marvel, it's like another
way of saying that classic answer that we know about, like, why does God do things? And like, the
overarching generic answer is for his own glory, right? God does everything that he does to glorify
himself, right? Which is right, because he is worthy of all praise. Amen? So, you know, God, Jesus
is seeing the Father, doing all these works. Jesus is walking in those works in perfect obedience,
and he tells us the reason. He's like, you know, the reason that this is going on, the reason I'm
doing this, is so that you may marvel, so that you may see who God is, right? | am walking this walk
with you all, so that you see who God is, and that you would marvel. You should be amazed. When
you see who God is, you should be amazed, right? Jesus is teaching us that's the appropriate
reaction to understanding God, amazement, right? So, a quick question for your consideration, like,
if you're a note taker, you might write this question down. Do you marvel at the works of Christ? You
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don't have to say an answer out loud to me, but think about it, because I'll tell you, | mean, many
times, | don't, you know? Like, | do like | was talking about earlier. I'll read a story. Oh, you know,
Jesus, you know, raised somebody from the dead, and I'm just kind of like, hmm, wow, Jesus, that
was cool, you know? And then | go and, like, play a video game or something, you know? It's like,
I'm not, | don't marvel at it all the time, right? | move my eyes across the text, and maybe | think
about it for a second, and then | kind of move on, right? But you should, you should be amazed,
right? And | mean, | don't know about you guys, but, like, | guess this is kind of sad. | hadn't thought
about this, but, like, not a whole lot of things make me marvel.

[24:35] |I'm not amazed by many things, you know? | don't, | don't just
wal k around, you know, being like, | nean, | think when | was a kid,
maybe | did, you know, because, |ike, everything seened really fresh, you
know? And I'mjust, like, you see, like, a Ferris wheel, and you're |ike,
oh, whoa, like, what is that? Like, you want to know everything about it,
and you want to go on it, and you want to touch it, oh, man, or, you know,
sonebody hands you, like, a, like, a foot-long hot dog or sonething, and

you're like, oh, man, like, whoa, look at that, you know? And it's like
your life is just kind of, you know, going around just, you know,
marveling at things, and it's like, you know, as we get all nature and,

and, like, old and stuff, you know, just stuff kind of stops being as
interesting, right? Because we feel like, well, | nmean, |'ve seen this,
I've seen sonething like this, you know, like, I've heard that, |, | know

already, right? As the weight of the world begins to accunulate on us, we
start feeling |ike we know stuff, or we, we understand stuff, right? But
it's like, God is continuously amazing, right? He is, and, and if you
don't think that he is, you're not, you're not paying attention. 1'Il1,
"Il put it that way, okay? Like, if you, doesn't natter how old you are,
or how |l ong you've been a Christian, God is continuously amazing, right?
To an infinite degree. Like, you know, |, | heard a guy in a sernon once
say, and this isn't scripture, but, like, this was just his attenpt to,

i ke, understand heaven. He was saying, |ike, yeah, heaven is, like, you
get, you show up on the first day, and, like, you know, Jesus is there,
and he's, like, okay, like, I want to show you sonething, all right? Now,
but | gotta, | gotta, like, hold you together, because this is gonna bl ow
your mnd, like, but I'"'mtalking about, like, literally at this point, so
| gotta, like, | gotta strengthen you, okay? Al right, are you ready?
And then, and he, |ike, opens sone heavenly door, and you |l ook in, and
you see sonme glory of God, and you're, like, you know, and you, |ike,
start, you, like, can't even conprehend it. You're, like, whoa, |ike,

God, that is amazing. Ww, you're so good.

You're so good. Oh, | can't believe it, and you're praising him, and, you know, the purpose of
heaven is all that, and then he's, like, yeah, that was awesome, right? Yeah, okay, and then you,
you know, go to bed. | don't know how it works in heaven, and then the next day, Jesus is, like,
okay, now, | got something else to show you, you know? He's, like, but, like, | know you saw the
thing yesterday, but, like, this is even better, you know? And you're, like, even better? Well, | can't
handle that.

It's, like, | know, but I'm, like, I'm, like, I'm gonna hold you up, right, and I'm gonna keep you
together, keep you from just blasting apart from excitement, and I'm gonna show you, and he
shows it to you, and you're, you know, and then it's, like, that, and this just keeps happening, like,
every single day, right? There's some new thing about the Lord that is revealed to you, and you're
just, like, wow, this is amazing. Wow, that's amazing. Look how good he is. | didn't know he loved
me that much. Whoa, look at his redemption, and it's, like, all, you're just continuously amazed,
right? That's, like, the image of heaven that this person was presenting, and | love that, you know?
| think that's, that makes a lot of sense to me, and | think that as people who are pursuing heaven,
we should be thinking that way as much as we can already. Be amazed at the works of the Lord.
Okay, all right, | gotta move faster. | knew this was gonna happen. Okay, we are on verse 21. For
as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, so also the Son gives life to whom he will.
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[28:13] Okay, so up to this point in this gospel, | don't think Jesus has
actual ly physically raised anyone fromthe dead, right? He does that
later. So this is not, |ike, when he says, for as the Father raises the
dead and gives themlife, even that statenent woul d have kind of been

i ke, huh? What do you nean? Wen did he do that? Wat, what are you
tal ki ng about, right? Because this isn't, it's not |ike people were just
getting raised fromthe dead all over the place, right? Like, that's the
whol e point.

When, when John's disciples were, like, hey, is this the Christ? And they were, like, well, what do
you see? You see people, you know, receiving their sight back. They weren't, like, oh, yeah, just,
people just come back to life sometimes, and that's, that's a thing, right? It's not a thing. That is very
much not a thing. | don't know if you know, but it's not. So as the Father raises the dead and gives
them life, hmm, strange, so also the Son gives life to whom he will. Well, because he hasn't done
that physically at this point, we, we understand that he's talking spiritually, right? And the Father has
done that over the course of Jesus's ministry so far, right? Because some people are beginning to
believe in Christ. They're beginning to see who he is, and they're, like, oh, oh, yeah, I, | see, like,
can this be the Christ? Like, I, | get what's going on here, right? So they're seeing that the Father is
starting to raise the dead and give them spiritual life, but then he says, so also the Son gives life to
whom he will. | wrote, | wrote myself a note here. It says, go off on the positive side of election for a
minute.

And, and due to time, it'll, it'll be a short minute, but | have to, | have to say this, because a lot of
times, you know, and I've already, I've used the dreaded E-word election, right? And a lot of times
when we hear that, people can get kind of triggered, because it's like, we think of it as a really
negative doctrine, right? Like, oh, God's choosing, you know, you know, who's going where, and
he's controlling me, and am | a robot, and all that stuff, okay?

Set that aside for a second, okay? This is what's amazing about this. The Son gives life to whom he
will. Salvation belongs to the Lord, right? So what that means is, Jesus is able to save you, no
matter who you are. He gives life to whom he will. He doesn't ask anybody. He doesn't go, and he,
you know, because your family might be like, oh, you know, we don't believe this. We've never
believed this. You can't become a Christian, right? Or somebody might have convinced you by the
way they treated you, or something like that. Like, you're not a candidate for salvation, or you might
be talking to yourself, and thinking, well, but I've sinned like this, and like, | know that the people in
the church, they're not sinners like that, and | can't, | can't go there. | can't be with, | can't do what
they're doing, right? Salvation is not for me. Jesus is like, look, and just remember, this is Jesus
talking. He says, the Son, which again, remember, he's saying, me, I, | give life to whom | will. So
it's like, each of us, you need to think about it like this.

It's you and Christ, like in a room by yourself, and Jesus is there, and he's like, okay, | have life in
me to give. | have eternal life. | can give you eternal spiritual life. Here it is. Do you want it?
[31:54] And you answer the question. You don't start thinking about, but,
you know, am | one of the chosen people on the list, but, you know, did I
do the right stuff? Did | work hard enough? Am| a good enough person?
Did | conme fromthe right kind of family? Do you want it or not? | have it
ri ght here. Everyone else's nouth is silenced. | have it. It's mne.
Salvation is nmine. It belongs to ne.

| can give it to whoever | want. Nobody can stop me. Jesus is powerful. He just claimed to be on the
same level of authority as God the Father. He spoke the universe into existence. He spoke you into
existence, and he's like, I've got salvation for you. | have it right here. Do you want it? I'm telling
you, | have the authority to give it to you. | can give it to you. | can raise you to life. | can change
you. | can make you into a different person. You don't have to continue in sin. You've been broken
and twisted by sin. You don't have to continue. | have the power and the authority to change it,
right?

He says back in Ezekiel, | can take out the broken, stony heart that you've accumulated through
years of sin. | can take that out, and | can put in a heart of flesh that responds to me and that cares
about my law and that loves me. | can do that. | have the power to do that, and | have the right to do
it. No one can stop me. | don't know about you guys, but I love that. | think that is so beautiful,
because when | think about people that | know that don't know the Lord, and I'm like, sometimes

Downloaded from https://yetanothersermon.host - 2026-04-05 20:49:30



you look at those people, and you think like, | don't know if they're going to come.

| don't know if they're going to believe in the Lord. | don't know if it's going to happen, right?
Because, and you start thinking, well, they think like this, or they were raised like this, or they feel
this, or they're just so strongly entrenched in this, right? Jesus is like, I've got all power in my hands.
All authority has been given unto me, right? | do what the Father does.

The Father has life in him. He has the ability to give life, and so do I. | can give it to you. | can give
you life. Doesn't matter who you are. Doesn't matter what you've done. God can save you. So, that
is an amazing statement that the Lord has made. He gives life to whom he will, but it's just tucked
right in there. You see, like, we could have missed that. You know what | mean? Jesus is just
rattling off this big stream of craziness, where we're just continuously like, what, what, what? But
tucked in there is that much power, right? Oh, by the way, the Son gives life to whom he will.
[34:54] Wow. Wow. Thi nk about that. So, verse 22, the Father judges no
one, but has given all judgnment to the Son.

I hope you're continuing in the theme here, and you're realizing, wait, that too is crazy, okay?
Because, you know, the Jews, they have this understanding, right, that, like, at the end of the age,
everybody's going to get resurrected, and then Jesus is going to, or, sorry, not Jesus, God the
Father is going to judge, right? That's everybody's understanding of what's going to happen, and
then Jesus goes, yeah, well, actually, the Father judges no one, and they're like, okay, | thought the
Father judged everyone. He's like, no, no, no, that's me. | do that, right? | mean, like, think about,
like, think about how it would feel to have somebody say that to your face, you know? Like, you've
understood for your whole life, and for generations in your family, that, like, yeah, this is how it's
going to be, and then somebody's just like, oh, yeah, | actually, he gave that job to me, you know?
Like, okay, didn't, did he? You know, that's interesting, but he just says this, right? The Father is
actually judging no one, but he's given all judgment to the Son, so that's important.

Well, let me finish the sentence. He's given all judgment to the Son, that all may honor the Son, just
as they honor the Father, and whoever does not honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent
him, so basically, what | would say, focus on with this verse, is like, it is important what Christ thinks
of you, and it's really only important what Christ thinks of you, right? To a lesser degree, it may be
important what, like, your boss thinks of you or something, you know, be like job performance or
something like that, but, like, that's way down on this level, okay? Ultimately, what matters is what
Christ thinks of you, right? And so, you know, we need to make sure that we are listening to the
Lord Jesus when he's telling us things like, well, I'm willing to shed my blood and buy your pardon,
right? That's what | think about you. Well, he's the one doing the judging, right? So that's essential
for you to keep in your mind as you consider who you are. But the purpose statement that Jesus
gives in verse 23 here, so, you know, he said, so we might ask, okay, well, why would the Father
turn all judgment over to the Son? And he answers that, so that we will honor the Son just as we
honor the Father, okay? So this is very important, because here we need to understand that honor,
he's talking about worship, because if you think about it, okay, how does a Jew honor the Father?
Father, well, they worship him as God, right? They don't just say, like, you know, that guy has some
stars, you know, | show him honor, right? He's saying, they are saying, okay, we worship him, right?
[38:09] That's the first conmmandnent, right? We worship the Lord. W

don't just, like, you mght say, well, honor doesn't have to nean

wor ship. Yeah, it doesn't have to, but it does in this case, right?
Because that's how they interact with God the Father. They worship him
They honor himto the point of worship, which, of course, is correct,
right? Jesus is saying, hey, you got to honor nme just as you honor the
Father. In other words, worship nme, right? Paradi gns are expl odi ng, okay?
Agai n, not sonething you can just say, okay? You can't just wal k around
and tell people to worship you. | don't know if you know that, but please
don't do that, okay? Like, if you' re doing that, stop, because it ain't
right, you know? You can't just say, oh, yeah, you know how you feel

about God? That's how you shoul d feel about me. That's not acceptabl e,
okay? You can't do that unless you are God, all right? So, Jesus here is
sayi ng, you need to worship nme just |ike you worship God the Father,
because we're the sane, right? Well, we're not the same, but we are Cod,
right? We are a part of a trinity. W are Cod.

Downloaded from https://yetanothersermon.host - 2026-04-05 20:49:30



And that's, you know, I'm not going to make a big point off of that, because | got to move faster
here, but in fact, that's all I'll say about that. Worship Jesus. Now, moving on, let's look at verse 24,
because this is also very critical. He says, truly, truly, | say to you, in other words, seriously, guys,
whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life. He does not come into
judgment, but has passed from death to life. So, one thing that | think first, you know, you really
need to answer when you hear that, is like, do you even want eternal life?

Got one yes. All right, that's good. Well, you got to answer that for yourself, right? Like, do | want
eternal life, right? Because Jesus, right here in this verse, he's teaching you how to get it, right?
He's saying, like, this is how you get eternal life, but for those of us that are here reading this now,
we got to check ourselves and be like, okay, is this even something that | really want, right? Is this
something I'm actually pursuing? You know what | mean? And so, if so, good news, because Jesus
has been telling you how to get it, but like, if you don't want it, if you don't care about eternal life,
that's a big problem. I'll call it a problem, right? You might not feel like it's a problem. That's the
reason | hesitated, because if you don't want your eternal life, and | tell you, well, that's a problem,
you could just be like, well, | disagree. And it's like, okay, well, but I'm going to call it a problem,
right?

If you don't want it, and what | mean by that it's a problem is that you are not going to seek it unless
you want it, okay? It's a philosophical problem, right? | also think that it's like a, you know, like a
on-the-ground type of problem as well, but I'm talking about it's a philosophical problem. So, you
have to want eternal life, and then when you do, you must, let's see, hear my word and believe him
who has, who sent me has eternal life. That's the person that has eternal life.

[41:51] If you hear his word and believe, okay? So, notice that Jesus did
not say, and gives a bunch of noney to the poor, and, you know, cones to
every church neeting, and says really nice stuff all the tine at work to
his co-workers, right? He didn't say that, right? But the thing about
belief is like, belief is interesting. | believe that, | believe that
belief is binary. It's, that is, you either believe sonething or you
don't, okay? And you can tell whether you believe sonething, or believe
in sonething, by how you behave in light of that, okay? So, you know, an
exanpl e, like, think about the floor, okay? Take a |ook at the floor,

t hi nk about the floor for a second.

Um, now, you know, I'm standing on the floor. So, like, you know, I'm believing in the floor, right? At
no point today did | start to freak out and fear that, like, the floor wasn't going to hold me anymore,
right? | just, 1, it's like, do | believe that the floor is there, and that it's going to support me? Yeah, |
do. And you can tell it by how I'm acting, right? | do, | mean, | don't, I'm not up here, like, you know,
trying to, you know, hold on to stuff, like, it's like, I'm afraid that, like, well, | don't know, | think
maybe it'll hold me, but it might not, you know? Sometimes it, it doesn't, like, it's, it's right, it's there,
right? Um, there was a line in a song that we sang earlier about something about a firm foundation,
um, which was, which was good, um, you know? And so, it's like, it's there, it's there, and, uh, we,
we believe in it. Belief is like faith. It's like conviction, right? These are similar words, okay? So, |
believe in it, um, and you can tell by how | act. So, it's the same thing with the Lord, right? You need
to, you need to think about this. Do | believe in the Lord, and do | believe His words, right? And it is
a yes or no question, but it's not, like, when you're trying to figure it out, you need to look at your
behavior, right? Because you might not know. You might think, well, yes, okay, yes, | believe in
Jesus, | believe in the words that He says.

Okay, how do you live? What do you do? Right? That will help you determine whether you actually
believe or not, right? And | feel like the scriptures are really clear about that. Even the same author,
John, you know, if you look in the book of 1 John, for instance, he goes through a bunch of,
basically, tests for yourself. Like, oh, you say you believe in Jesus? Well, do you love your brother?
Do you, you know, do you walk in darkness, right? There's, like, a big list of them in that book. If you
don't know that, go check that out, 1 John. Great, great book for if you're a new believer, trying to
determine whether your faith is real. Because it's kind of hard, right?

This is kind of weird, this whole thing. Like, faith is kind of strange, right? Faith in God is kind of a
strange thing. And so, it's like, you might start to feel like, you know, I've had some conversations
with some of my kids where they're like, you know, | think I believe in Jesus. And I'm like, yeah, right
on. But what | told him is, | was like, you know what we're going to do? I'm so happy that you feel

Downloaded from https://yetanothersermon.host - 2026-04-05 20:49:30



like you believe in Jesus. Now, what we're going to do is, let's start paying attention to your life.
Let's start seeing what you do, right? Because we're going to start teaching you, okay, Jesus says
you should act like this, right? And then we're going to look at, what do you tend to do, right? Not,
what did you do today, right? What do you tend to do? What is your life like as a pattern, right? Do
you tend to repent when you sin? Do you care when you sin, right? That's kind of the level we're at
right now, right? When you do something, when you're unkind to your brother, does that bother
you? Do you care?

Or do you just do it and then move on and eat a sandwich and sing a happy song, right? If you don't
care, you're telling me you believe in Jesus, I'm not saying you don't, but | am saying like, that's not
a positive data point. You know what | mean? Jesus is like, hey, treat your brother with kindness
and you're smacking him in the face. You know, there's a disconnect in there. There's a, you know,
there's, there's a disparity. Anyway, so belief is critical. I'm going to skip that.

[46:32] So these last few verses are kind of a little bit of restatenent.
So Jesus begins to say in verse 25, truly, truly, | say to you, right?
This is the third time he said that now So he's like, this, this is
really inportant. This conversation that I'mhaving with you is really

i mportant, which is why I'mwilling to talk about it for as long as I am

An hour is coming and is now here when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God and those
who hear will live. For as the Father has life in himself, so he has granted the Son also to have life
in himself. We've heard that before, right? Remember that? Jesus already said that, right? God, the
Father has life in him. | have life in me. Then he says, and he has given him authority to execute
judgment. He already said that, right? He just said that, right? I'm going to be the one judging.

You thought it was just God, the Father, but I'm telling you, I'm the Son of God and | will judge. He's,
he's saying that again. He's given him authority to execute judgment because he is the Son of Man.
You know, no big deal, right? Just, okay. All right. | got to, | got to read this. | actually put in my
notes here. Don't make a huge detour and it's not going to be a huge detour, but I've already been
talking for a long time. And so it's going to be a super, not huge detour, but like, this is important.
So Jesus says, he uses the term Son of Man. | think this is the first time in this gospel he uses that
title for himself. And it's a, it's a big one. It's actually his most favorite one for himself, the Son of
Man. And what he's talking about is there's this figure in Daniel, the prophet Daniel.

Daniel. It's from Daniel 7, 13 and 14. And this person is prophesied by Daniel to basically be given
rule over all the nations of the earth. So I'm just going to read those two verses to you really quick.
So listen to this. This is Daniel 7, 13 and 14. Daniel says, | saw in the night visions and behold, with
the clouds of heaven, there came one like a son of man. So that's what he's talking about. That's
the phrase. There came one like a son of man and he came to the ancient of days.

[48:51] That's CGod, the father in this vision and was presented before
himand to himwas given dominion and glory and a ki ngdom that all

peopl es, nations and | anguages should serve him

His dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away and his kingdom, one that shall
not be destroyed. Nobody on the earth can claim that. Nobody on the earth has dominion and glory
and a kingdom over all peoples and nations and languages and they all serve him and that
dominion persists into eternity and it shall never be destroyed. Nobody on earth can claim that.
Nobody. Think about it.

Who could you say that about? Maybe some people are, well, this ruler ruled over a lot of people.
Yeah, but it wasn't everyone. It wasn't every person and it didn't go on forever, right?

So, you know, Daniel is saying, hey, this person's going to come. Jesus then says, oh yeah, he's
given him authority to execute judgment because he's the son of man. You know, that son of man
guy that you guys have been studying, you know, your whole lives? Yeah, that's me.

Craziness, okay? So that's amazing. Then he says, do not marvel at this, which I think is funny
because it's like probably the reason Jesus says, do not marvel at this is because he's saying all
this crazy stuff and the people are reacting to it, right? Because you got to remember, this is real
people.

[50:37] Like these are the actual words that Jesus said to real people
who were |ike unprepared. You know, it's not like they didn't come to a
church service where they already believed in Jesus and then sonmebody

tal ked to himabout Jesus. They didn't know he was going to say this,
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right? So then he just conmes and he's like, oh yeah, | judge you and
like, I, you know, I'meternal, like God the Father and |, you know, |'m
the son of man and they're just probably freaking out kind of, right? You
know, and he's like, well, don't marvel at this, you know? I'mjust, I'm
telling you the truth, right? And ours is coming when all who are in the
tonbs will hear his voice, they' |l cone out, those who have done good to
the resurrection of life and those who have done evil to the resurrection
of judgnent. So Jesus is just reiterating here, there really is a

j udgrment, okay? That's, that's not popular today. We don't like to talk
about judgment, but we do need to realize that there is a judgnent,
right? It does matter how you live in this life. It does natter what you
do. You will be judged.

You will be judged by Jesus Christ. And if you don't like it, | mean, there's nothing else | can tell you.
You know what | mean? Like, | can't soften it. | can't be like, well, it's, it's not actually that bad or
whatever. It's bad. It's bad, okay? It's gonna happen.

Christ will judge you, even if you don't think that he should, even if you don't think he has the right,
even if you didn't worship him and you worshiped a different God, he will judge you. He is that son
of man who rules over all, over all dominion, over all peoples, all languages, okay? All different
types of people in different locations. He will judge them all. So we need to understand that, but we
also need to realize this is actually very kind of Jesus to say this, right? Because not only is there a
way for us to escape a negative judgment, which is hallelujah, right? There is a way to escape that,
but also Jesus tells us what it is. He doesn't have to do that. He didn't have to do that, right? Just
because there is a way to escape judgment, that doesn't mean that he had to tell.

He could have been like, well, he could have, he could have went Romans one on him and be like,
you should have intuited this by observing the world. You should have understood this and you
should have come to it on your own. It should have been clear to you. But Jesus was like, they're
not getting it. You know, there's creation right there. It should explain this to them. They're not
getting it. I'm going in. I'm going down. | gotta, | gotta show them. | gotta tell them, right? | gotta
make them understand this. Jesus went to great lengths to make sure that you understand that he
is God and that he will save you. He went to great lengths, right? How kind is our God? How kind is
our God to do that? You know, when, when the angels that sinned and became demons, when they
did that, what happened to them? God was like, well, obviously you're going to be condemned,
right? They sinned. He was like, okay, casting you out of heaven, you will be in eternal torment.
Done deal, right? There's no gospel. There's no mercy. There was no, oh man, oh, but | love those
angels. | made them. Oh, let me, here, let me become one, an angel and go over and help them
understand. He didn't do any of that. He was like, hey, | gave you the law. You violated it. You're
condemned. There's nothing they can do about it. Demons cannot be redeemed. But, but with us,
we do the same thing, right? We defy God. And it's like, you can just imagine in heaven, you know,
when that happened, when, you know, when Adam and Eve sin, they're like, ooh, they're about to
get that smoke. Watch. Like, I've seen this. | know what happens. Watch. Watch this. God's going
to just, you know, like there's, he just, it's, it's crazy, right? Watch this guys, watch. And then God
goes, Adam, you know, Adam, what happened? Where are you? Well, blah, blah, blah, blah, a little
excuse. Okay. And he's like, all right, let me tell you what I'm going to do. And the angels are like,
man, watch this righteousness. Watch it. Watch it. He's got the hammer. And they're like, you know,
God's like, I'm going to make a way for you to be redeemed because | love you. And | want you to
be with me. | want you in my kingdom. | made you. | want you to be in my kingdom. I'm going to
make a way. And | have all authority to hand it to you.

[ 55:24] And heaven is like, what? Wiy? Why? You ever asked yourself that
guesti on when you really start to |ike think about the gospel that what
CGod has done for you? Way? Wiy? | didn't do anything to earn that.

| did everything to get the opposite of that. | should have gotten what the demons got. But I, but |
didn't. Why? And it's not because of any of your righteousness. It's not because of your goodness,
but it's because in spite of your badness, God loves you.

And he wants you. He desires us. He wants us to be in his kingdom. He's standing there. Come all
who are thirsty. Come to the fountains and drink, right? We heard that passage recently in this
pulpit. Come get it, right? And it doesn't make that much sense, y'all. I'm telling you, like, it doesn't
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actually make that much sense. But like, you need it. | need it. These guys, they need it. Right?
They need to understand. We need to understand, like, the person who could destroy me and who
should destroy me has decided to do the exact opposite of destroying me and exalt me. It's
beautiful. So Jesus is kind to teach us that.

And that's, that's all | have. You know, basically just, | want you to consider what Jesus has said
here in his goodness and his kindness and ask yourself, do you believe this? Right? You need, you
need to believe this and be saved. So meditate on these things.

Meditate on them until you believe. That, that would be my counsel to you. Meditate on these things
until you find that you believe. Um, and you don't need to do, you know, any specific thing.
[57:33] Un like for me, you know, you don't need to |ike walk up here
and shake ny hand or, you know, shout sonething out in tongues or
sonething like that to prove that you' ve believed. Right? Like you need
to go and get with the Lord. You could do that in here. You can cone up
here and talk to me about it and | can try to help you. You can talk to
the elders, you know, here, um and they can try to help you. But |ike
sonehow, sone way you got to get with the Lord Jesus and you have to
answer this question of, do | believe this? Do | believe that he is God
and do | worship hin®

Um, that was long, but, um, let me, let me pray for us. Lord, we, uh, we just ask for your help now.
Um, you know, |, | ask that again, again, | will pray the same thing, that you would make our hearts
fertile soil. Um, Lord, especially | think about, you know, like the kids that are here, um, and the kids
that are there. Lord, |, will you just, just agitate that soil, uh, fill it with nutrients.

God, prepare it, um, so that the word will, will penetrate in and will, will grow. And | pray that the
cares of the world would not begin to choke it out, um, Lord, but that it would flourish, that it would
be a good crop, that we would be with you. Because, Lord, we love you. We love you. | love you,
Lord, and I, I'm excited to be with you. Um, and | pray that you would build that excitement, um, in
your church. But we thank you for your word. We thank you for this time, Jesus.

Um, and we just ask for your help in your name. Amen.

Downloaded from https://yetanothersermon.host - 2026-04-05 20:49:30



