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[0:00] Matt is a staff pastor at Trinity in New Haven, which helped to
pl ant Shoreline in 2015.

I Matt, how long have you been at Trinity as a pastor?! It's really good to be with you all this
morning.

It's been a joy to see God at work in this church. When some of these guys showed up at Trinity
back in 2010, no one could imagine that this would be where God would take it.

So it's been pretty fun to see and be able to be a part of the Shoreline Church from afar, and I'm
glad to be able to come and serve you this morning.

So, you know, as | begin this morning, one of the things that seems to be true in our country is that
it is shifting.

[1:31] It is shifting froma country that has been viewed as a Christian
nation to a pluralistic nation. This is a sociological reality. The
percentage of Christians in America is decreasing.

The incidence of people attending church is decreasing in our world. | say this, however, also just
wanting to personally, there are some who are mourning the loss of a Christian America, and | do
want to sort of poke that bubble a little bit this morning as we start by saying that | think it's a little bit
of a myth.

When | was a university student, | did an investigation into American church history, and particularly
American Christianity at universities. And what | realized is that if you go back and you look at it in
the 1790s, in the 1820s and 30s, people were lamenting the loss of Christian virtue, the Christian
morality.

And the reality is that there has always been an ebb and flow in the reality of our country. So let's
not be too nostalgic about it. Even if our longing for our country to be a certain thing would be a
good one, let's not be too nostalgic about the past.

However we read that past narrative and that story, what we do find today, though, is that we have
more and more neighbors who practice other beliefs than Christianity.

[ 3: 00] Maybe sone of you this nmorning have conme exploring Christianity,
and that's been true of you, that you've believed other things. W're
glad that you're here this norning. We face plurality inits reality in a
much nore everyday |evel.

And the question that often raises in our minds is this. When my neighbor, who's a good neighbor,
they mow their lawn, they put out their trash, you know, when they believe something really
different, how does that affect me?

How does that affect my understanding of Christianity? How does that affect my understanding of
who God is when they seem like they're good people, but they actually believe something really
different than me?

And when we dig down underneath that question, there's a very important question that our
passage this morning is going to address.

And that is this question. Is Christianity, is the God of the Bible, just one of many gods? Is he the
capital G God, or is he just one option for us to consider?

[4:04] This is a question that's been happening, that has been a

chal | enge for God's people throughout the Bible. If you know the story of
the Bible, you can go back to the O d Testanent.

God's people had lived among the Egyptians and the Egyptians who worshiped other gods. When
God redeemed them out of Egypt and brought them into a promised land, they brought, they came
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into Canaan where there were lots of other gods who were being worshipped in that land.

And they fell into idolatry at times. Maybe these other gods are better than the God of the Bible. As
we move along in the history of Israel, we realize that Israel faced a great challenge when the
northern kingdom, the 10 tribes in the northern kingdom fell to the kingdom of Assyria and the gods
that they worshipped.

And then in 586 BC, Jerusalem itself fell. And in a world where most people believed that the God
who was the best God was also the God who always won the military battles, it created a crisis.
Maybe the Babylonian gods are better than mine. So this question has been raised throughout the
Bible even of, is our God only a small g God?

[5:28] This leads ne to Isaiah. | know you guys have been studyi ng John.
So this is going to be a shifting gears, a different genre, a slightly
different voice of the Bible.

But | hope it will be a blessing to us this morning. We're going to look at Isaiah chapter 49. If you
want to turn there, remember Isaiah prophesied back in the 700s BC during that crisis time when
Assyria came and invaded and took over the northern kingdom.

He spoke a lot to the present situation and the challenges of faith and holding on to God in the
middle of these political pressures. Chapters 1 through 39 is all about that.

Then it seems that in chapter 40, Isaiah shifts gears. And instead of talking about the present
situation, he begins to look ahead. He begins to look ahead in chapters 40 through 55 with a word
of hope to the people who would end up going into exile in Babylon until he's speaking to them.
And that's where we are in Isaiah 49. We're in that section. And he's speaking words of hope about
God who will send a redeemer for his people.

[6:43] And he's tal ked about redenption throughout this whole tinme. But
in chapter 40 through 48, the redenpti on has been political primarily.
It's actually tal ked about Cyrus the Persian and how God's going to use
this other pagan king to come and defeat the pagan king that they're
under and redeemthem politically.

But in chapter 49, where we start to, Isaiah turns his voice away. The redemption they pictures in
this passage is not primarily political, but it's spiritual.

One who's going to bring a greater redemption than the redemption that we've had. So, this will
answer the question, is God just a small g God?

Let's read it together, let's pray, and then we'll explore it together, okay? Isaiah chapter 49, starting
in verse 1. Listen to me, O coastlands, and give attention, you peoples from afar.

The Lord called me from the womb. From the body of my mother, he named my name. He made my
mouth like a sharp sword. In the shadow of his hand, he hid me.

[7:54] He nade ne |ike a polished arrow. In his quiver, he hid ne away.
And he said to me, You are my servant, Israel, in whom!| wll be
glorified.

But | said, | have labored in vain. | have spent my strength for nothing in vanity. And surely my right
is with the Lord and my recompense with my God.

And now, the Lord says, He who formed me from the womb to be his servant, to bring Jacob back
to him, that Israel might be gathered to him, for | am honored in the eyes of the Lord, and God has
become my strength.

He says, It is too light a thing that you should be my servant, to raise up the tribes of Jacob, to bring
back the preserved of Israel.

| will make you as a light for the nations, that my salvation may reach to the ends of the earth. Thus
says the Lord, the Redeemer of Israel and His Holy One, to one deeply despised, abhorred by the
nation, the servant of rulers, kings shall see and arise, princes, and they shall prostrate themselves,
because of the Lord who is faithful, the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.

[9:17] Thus says the Lord, In a time of favor | have answered you, and in
atine of salvation | have helped you. | will keep you and give you as a
covenant to the people, to establish the land, to apportion the desol ate
heritages, saying to the prisoners, conme out and to those who are in

dar kness appear.

Downloaded from https://yetanothersermon.host - 2026-04-05 21:12:39



They shall feed along the ways, on the bare heights shall be their pasture. They shall not hunger or
thirst, neither scorching wind, nor sun shall strike them. For he who has pity on them will lead them,
and by springs of water will guide them.

And | will make all my mountains a road, and my highways shall be raised up. Behold, these shall
come from afar, and behold, these from the north and from the west, and these from the land of
Syene.

Sing for joy, O heavens, and exult, O earth. Break forth, O mountains, into singing. For the Lord has
comforted his people, and will have compassion on his afflicted.

Let's pray for God's help in understanding this passage today. Lord, we thank you for this passage,
and we pray this morning that you would be with us, that your spirit would open our eyes to see the
truth that is here.

[10:32] Lord, that your spirit would open our hearts. Lord, that we woul d
receive this truth, and that you would nove our wills, Lord, to act in
response to it.

God, we pray that as we do this, Lord, you would lead us to see what a great God you are. We pray
this morning in Jesus' name. Amen.

So why is the God of the Bible not only a small g God? Because God has sent a servant to be a
redeemer, a unique one unlike all others.

And what we're going to do this morning is look at this, because what this passage is about is this
servant redeemer that God is sending. And this servant redeemer is going to do three things. If
you're note takers, if you like outlines, here it is for you.

Verses 1 through 4, the servant redeemer displays the beautiful glory of God. Verses 5 through 7,
the servant redeemer is exalted to be a light to the whole world.

[11: 34] Verses 8 through 13, the servant redeenmer secures his people for
his praise. Ckay. W'Il get those again. So the first one, verses 1

t hrough 4, the servant redeener displays the beautiful glory of God.

When we're reading this passage, it's a prophecy and it's always challenging because the voices
change. Have you noticed that? Like who is speaking changes throughout the passage. We want to
identify that. In verses 1 through 4, there's a dialogue between the servant or the prophet and God
himself.

And the key verse here is in verse 3. Look with me in verse 3. He says, And he said to me, that is
God said to this servant, You are my servant Israel, in whom | will be glorified.

Who is this servant? Well, he calls him Israel, but it seems that it's not what the people expected,
right? Because at one level, when he calls it Israel, we think, Oh, maybe this is Israel the nation.
But no, as you look further on, it can't be a nation because the way he talks about it, he highly
personalizes it. It's a person. Verses 1 and 4 show that in particular, that it's a person.

[12:49] And it's not just a person, but it's also not the kind of person
we woul d expect. Because in the A d Testament, what they were expecting
was a king who would raise up an army, right?

They're expecting someone who's going to come in and defeat the political powers that are creating
the oppression of God's people. But this servant is instead, well, a servant.

This is where he starts. He doesn't come as a king riding on a horse. He comes and says, I'm going
to give myself for others. And we know, because one of the most famous chapters in the whole
Bible is Isaiah 53, that further on, this servant will be one who will suffer for his people, who will die
in their place for their redemption.

And this is the servant that God raises up in this, right? And he has a purpose, right? The one in
whom | will display my glory, right?

Now, if you have an ESV, you might have a translation footnote at the bottom that says, the one
who will display my glory, or maybe my beauty, is what the ESV footnote says.

[14: 06] And maybe you' re wondering, okay, what is splendor? Here's a word
for you, splendor. And God is saying, this servant is sonmeone in whomI|'m
going to display ny splendor. How nmany peopl e have been to the Rocky

Mount ai ns, Estes National Park?

Okay, if you've lived like we have on the East Coast, we've seen the hills, right? And they call them
mountains. And then you go to the Rockies, and you drive up into that valley in Estes Park, and
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there's a big lake with the town around it, and you look up, and you are surrounded by the splendor
of mountains.

Real mountains with glory and snow-capped peaks and tree lines. And it's breathtaking if you've
never seen it, right?

And this is what splendor is. The splendor of something is the characteristics that are on display
and then evoke from us, wow, this is something valuable, treasured, beautiful, glorious.

And what God is saying is that this servant that He is sending is going to be the place where we can
look to say, wow, this is what God is like.

[15:19] W learn a few things about Hm Verse 2 says that He will cone
with a sword in H's nouth, which doesn't nean... That's just a weird

pi cture. What does it nean? It neans He's going to cone speaki ng words,
not wielding a sword, not wi elding a sword.

He'll tell you a little bit of a sword in His mouth. He'll tell you a little bit of a sword in His mouth. He'll
tell you a little bit of a sword in His mouth. He'll tell you a little bit of a sword in His mouth. He'll tell
you a little bit of a sword in His mouth. He'll tell you a little bit of a sword in His mouth.

He'll tell you a little bit of a sword in His mouth. He'll tell you a little bit of a sword in His mouth. He'll
tell you a little bit of a sword in His mouth. He'll tell you a little bit Sorry, Megan, you'll have to adjust
it again.

All right, here we go. We'll keep going. All right, so he comes as a word. He's going to come not
wielding a sword in his hand, but speaking words, right?

And he's going to come like a polished arrow, one who will fly true, better than Katniss Everdeen, or
better than Hawkeye. He's going to hit his target.

[16:40] He's going to be effective in what he speaks, right? And though,
as verse 4 says, he will not be honored or welconed, in the end he will be
vi ndi cat ed by God.

And so Isaiah says this is what this servant is going to look like. John, in his gospel, which I think
you guys have already read this part, so this is familiar to you if you've been coming to Shoreline for
a few weeks, says, Friends, what Isaiah is pointing ahead to is this one, this word who is speaking,
the one in whom God is going to display his glory so that we might know him.

And what a wonderful thing this is. Have you ever wondered? We wonder, what is God like? |
remember this in my own testimony. | grew up, | actually went to church, but | never really
understood what God was like.

And | wondered, what's the difference between different religions? The Bible actually gives us a
really good reason for us to understand how religions came about, right? Because human beings
were made to know God from the very beginning.

And so we are made to, we have a longing imprinted in our souls to try to find a God. But because
of the fall, because of our sin and our rebellion against God as a race, rather than knowing that God
freely and fully, we're marred by that sinful impulse.

[18:21] And instead of seeking the God who is there, we often then run
away. And you see this throughout, we create our own gods, right? W
create our own gods because we have this inmpulse, but we don't want the
real God, okay?

And so this is where major religions came from, is this. And the human heart, as Calvin says, is an
idol factory, right? And whether that idol is the idols of Babylon or the idols of modern day
Buddhism, or whether it's the idols of our modern secular culture, where we worship power and
success and pleasure and money.

Whatever religion we serve or secular religion that we serve, this all comes from our heart. But
Jesus comes into the world and says, if you want to know who God is, look here.

This is where you will see it. Come and see and allow your heart to be captivated by his beauty, the
beauty of his character, the beauty of his love.

Think about what you know about Jesus, his courageous love for the outcast, his patience with his
bumbling disciples, his bold confrontation of those who misled others away from God, his
compassion for those in need, his power to heal and restore and to renew what is broken.
[19:52] This is what we see about Jesus in the gospel. And this is what
he says about hinself. | have cone to redeem people out of sin so that

t hey m ght again know God.
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And this is what Isaiah wants us to see in verses 1 through 4. Behold, you are my servant in whom |
will display the beauty of my glory or the splendor of who | am.

But he doesn't just say this to Israel, right? Not only will this servant be the display of God's glory to
Israel, but his scope is even greater than that.

And this is what we see in verses 5 through 7. The core verse here is verse 6, right? Verse 6 that
says, God looks at his historic people in the Old Testament, the nation Israel, and says, Though |
love you and | will redeem you through this Redeemer, it is too small that | would put my focus only
on you.

The God of the Bible is not merely a tribal God among many other tribal gods. His purpose has
always been to say, | will be through you a God for all the peoples of the world.

[21:22] | will be through this servant a God for all the nations, a |ight
to the ends of the earth. To Gentiles. And Gentiles here isn't

der ogat ory.

It simply means those who aren't a part of Israel, those who are outside of that. And my guess is
about 98% of us fit in that category. We should praise God. This is true because we're all the
Gentiles who have received the light from God through this servant.

And this has been the purpose that God has always had for us. This light that comes brings clarity,
illuminating truth, helping us see what we grasp for and can't find on our own, bringing life, bringing
the warmth and the light of his love so that we might have life in him in this world, bringing hope in
the darkness and despair that we experience on a regular basis in a fallen world.

He says that he will come to deeply despised, abhorred by nations, the servant of rulers. And this
one he will raise up in such a way that this light will go to the whole world, such that kings and
princes will bow down before this one at the end.

The one who seems lowly, the one who seems rejected, he in the end will be worshipped by all the
power brokers, by all the leaders of this world.

[22:54] Friends, again, the Gospel of John helps illumnate what this is.
Chapter 1, he says, Friends, recognize that this is all.

Friends, recognize that this has always been true of the Bible.

It is not like the Old Testament is this part of the Bible that's only about the Jewish nation, and then
God kind of said, Oh, well, that didn't work. Maybe we'll do something new and start again with the
New Testament.

Going all the way back to the covenant of Abraham in Genesis 12. Not only will | bless you and
make you a nation, but | will bless all the nations of the world through you.

Right? The promise of the new covenant people in Jeremiah, where he says, | will make a new
people whose hearts will be not stone but flesh anymore.

[24:10] Here in lsaiah, we see this. Here in Psalm 67, you see this

pur pose that God has al ways seen Israel as a vehicle of displaying his
glory to the whol e world.

And when Jesus comes, he fulfills this and he says, | have come for the whole world that they may
know me. So the blessing to the nations comes through this servant.

The light of the world comes to a whole world in darkness. And he comes to all who received him.
Not just those of us who grew up in Christian homes or in Christendom or Christian families, but to
everyone.

Regardless of your background, regardless of the religion of your parents, regardless of your
national culture. Jesus comes to all of us and he says, | have come to be a light for all peoples.

If God's servant will display his glory to the whole earth, then what does he want? What does he
want to do? Verses eight through 13, as Isaiah closes this section, he says, the servant redeemer
will come to secure his people for his praise.

[25:31] Look at me at verse eight for a second. This is such an

i nteresting verse. Thus says the Lord in a tine of favor, | have answered
you in the day of salvation. | have hel ped you. | will keep you and give
you as a covenant to the people to establish the land, to apportion the
desol ate heritages.

God says, | will come and make a new covenant with my people. But do you see what it is, right?
The old covenant, it was, | will be your God. You will be my people. If you will obey my commands
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and do what I've called you to, right?

This is what Exodus was all about, right? God comes here and he says, I'm going to make you my
servant, a covenant with my people.

So they no longer, because we know in our sin, none of us will be able to keep a covenant with God
because we're imperfect people and we will fail. But what God has done is he has made a covenant
with his servant and the servant Jesus would come and he would be the one who would secure our
relationship to Jesus.

And so the servant is the covenant, right? And he says, and I'm going to come and this is what it's
going to look like for you to live in the covenant. This is what verses 9 through 12 is.

[26:49] You're going to be restored as God's people. You're going to be
reconciled to God that you have, that the people who have rejected God
will be reconciled again to him

There'll be freedom of captivity from sin and from the brokenness of the world. Provision for the
hungry and the thirsty in their souls and in their being.

Guidance as a shepherd, leading us to springs of life. This is what you see in verses 9 through 12.
Confident that God, despite the greatest obstacles that we face in life, not even a mountain range
will keep us from getting back to this God.

This is a picture of redemption. And this is what God secures in Christ. And it's for all people.
Verse 12. They're going to come from the north. They're going to come from the south. They're
going to come for the west. They don't come for it. They're going to come from all places to return to
Jerusalem and to return to God.

[ 27:56] Jerusal em being the netaphorical center of the presence of God in
the world. And so John says, But to all who did receive him who believed
in his name, he gave themthe right to becone children of God, who were
born not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man,
but of Cod.

And the word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory. Glory as of the only
Son of the Father, full of grace and truth. Friends, this is the good news of the gospel.

Jesus has come as the servant to secure for us this covenant. We can return to a relationship with
God, not because we are ever good enough, not because we will ever be able to keep all of his
laws, not because we are ever going to overcome our warped and bent sinful hearts, but because
Jesus has come and lived a perfect life on our behalf.

He was the one who came and was the perfectly obedient Israel when Israel had disobeyed. He
was the one who came and having lived this perfect life, then willingly laid down his life, saying the
wages of sin is death and | will go to death for you so that you might not bear that condemnation,
but instead receive from me forgiveness of sin because the sacrifice has been made and the sin
has been atoned for.

And he says, And not only will I go to the cross to die for you, but | will be raised on the third day to
demonstrate my power over sin and death so that you are no longer slaves to sin.

[29:36] You are no | onger captives, but you are now able to be free from
the power of sin and fromthe fear of death because you now have an
eternal |ife because by faith, you have joined yourself with ne.

And this is what the servant comes to do. This is what he comes to do is to secure us as a people
so that we might know him. But as it's already been pointed out, verse 13 is the pinnacle of this
passage.

It's not enough that we would simply be God's people. It's that we would be God's people who then
worship him because this is why he has created us to reflect.

Remember, we talked about the splendor of God's beauty. You know how you feel when you go to
the mountains and you're just, you're filled with overflowing? My kids know because | talk about
mountains all the time and they've never been there.

So they're like, Dad, stop. But it's because it's so great that | can't stop talking about it. This is what
God has done for us in this servant that he has sent to us in Jesus.

[30:42] We have found a savior who is so gracious, so beautiful, so able
to help. And he wants us to never stop tal king about it.
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But instead, as verse 13 says, sing for joy for the God of our salvation. And if you've wondered
whether we're just singing about a little tribal God, Isaiah puts a nail in the coffin in verse 13
because he says, it's not just the peoples to the ends of the earth, even the heavens and the earth
themselves.

I'm calling to rejoice in this work of redemption. Break forth, oh mountains, into singing for the Lord
has comforted his people and will have compassion on his afflicted.

And friends, | hope you see we didn't have time to do comparative religion and to look at all the
other religions in the world and to figure out how these other religions try to solve the problems of
sin or the brokenness of the world and where redemption and salvation and hope might come from.
But what | want you to see is the Bible says that Jesus alone has done the very thing that we need
most so that we might know God again. And you might be here this morning, you're exploring
Christianity.

[32:00] And what | want to say is keep comi ng back because we're

preachi ng through the gospel of John and it's this picture of Jesus. Cone
to figure out what are you going to do with this Jesus?

Maybe you're here and you've been coming to Shoreline for a while. Maybe you grew up in the
church, but you've asked these questions. Is God really the God of all people? Or is he just this little
tribal God?

If that's true, I'm going to say the same thing. Keep coming back. Jesus doesn't let us sit there in
that like, well, | believe in Jesus, but he's just one of the options. If we really see Jesus clearly, he
doesn't let us do that.

He says, | am either greater than that or | am nothing. Maybe you've been coming here to Shoreline
for a long time and you're rejoicing at this truth this morning and you're confident in it.

Be encouraged. You are a part of what God is doing throughout the world. Raising up this, the good
news about this servant so that this one, this Jesus, so that the whole world would know and so that
God would call to himself a people from every tribe and tongue and nation.

[33:11] Because we know where the end is, don't we? W know t hat when we

| ook ahead in the book of Revelation, there's a picture of the throne
roomof God in eternity. And the gospel, and the apostle John wites

this, And this is the song that we will sing through eternity with people
fromall over the world because it was too small for God to raise up a
small G tribal Cod.

Instead, he raised up a servant who would be a redeemer of the whole world. Let's pray together.
Jesus, thank you for this word. Thank you for the encouragement that it is.

Thank you for the way that you have reminded us this morning about what a great redeemer we
have in Jesus. Lord, | pray for my friends here, Lord, that today you would, by your spirit, apply this
to our hearts so that we might be encouraged, so that we might be strengthened.

Lord, we pray for those who are seeking this morning that they might become convinced of what a
great God you are. Lord, and know the joy of taking Christ on as their Savior.

Lord, we thank you for this day. We pray in Jesus' name. Amen. Amen. Amen. Thank you.
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