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[ 0: 00] Lord and to you. And so part of what's involved in this pattern of giving is the willingness to
give ourselves to one another.

And that implies a great deal of trust between one another. And that trust implies love and
forgiveness and understanding, but that's what they did first.

They gave themselves to the Lord and then to one another, and then they gave what they have.
Well, that was the church in Macedonia, and that was the pattern of giving that Paul said.

Now, Paul is a fairly clever fellow. He didn't say to the congregation, as | am almost forced to say to
you, get with it.

He said, look at this church and compare yourself, and then you can preach your own sermon to
yourself. So you take those first verses of 2 Corinthians chapter 8, and you preach the sermon to
yourself.

[ 1: 07] Now there's a second church that was there. This church was different. And it's to this
church, of course, that the letter is addressed, the church at Corinth.

And on this delicate subject, delicate only because | think of the pride and sensitivities, perhaps
improper sensitivities of people, you find out that Paul treated them in this way.

In chapter 8, verse 8, he said, this is not a command. There is no way that you can command
people what to do.

This has to be the expression of a work of God in their hearts. But Paul wants to stimulate that work
of God.

In chapter 8, verse 7, you find out that the Corinthian church was very proud of the fact that they
excelled in everything.

[ 2: 04] Among all the churches, they had the reputation for excellence in faith, in utterance, in
knowledge, in earnestness, and in love for us.

All those things are quoted in verse 7 so that they were spiritually a high-powered church. But
remember that it was to them that the letter was written, though | speak with the tongues of men
and of angels and have not love, it profits me nothing.

Though | give my body to be burned. Though I sell all my goods. There was this appearance of a
super spirituality, but underneath it were some problems.

And so Paul says that they were a very gifted church. And then with great diplomacy, in verse 11,
he says to them, that you had a readiness in desiring, but it wasn't matched by your completing.
In other words, your heart's desire was in the right place, but you never got around to doing
anything about it. And lots of Christians are in that position, that their heart's desire is right, but their
ability to complete what their heart desires is somewhat lacking.

[ 3: 36] He reminds them that it's not according to what somebody else says, but it's according to
what they have that they should give.

Paul says in verse 12, if the readiness is there, it is acceptable according to what a man has, not
according to what he has not.

In other words, Paul says, nobody is anticipating you to give what you haven't got. And he goes on
to describe that and to describe how it's going to happen.

But then he finds that he has to send a man into Corinth who was, in a sense, Paul's get-it-done
man. And his name was Titus.

And Titus was the fellow who seemed to be able to make things happen. He was sent, you find, to
the island of Crete, in the letter to Titus, to make things happen.

[ 4: 43] Here he was sent with Paul's heavy letter to the Corinthians to try and shape them up. And
now he's left with them in order to deal with this problem of completing the collection.
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The collection was a collection for the poor of Jerusalem. And they were to contribute to it. And
Titus was sent in there to help them do it.

He was the man who was to get things done. So you have, on the one hand, a poverty-stricken
church, gifted with a tremendous sense of liberality.

You have a more sophisticated and spiritually aware church, in many ways, that came behind
because they didn't have this gift of liberality.

They weren't very generous. Now we come to the parish of St. John's. What have we got here?
Well, first we should make the appeal to students.

[ 5: 53] But we can't because they all live in unheated, third-floor, one-room apartments, studying
late into the night and living on very little.

So that's not much help. So we turn to the pensioners. And the pensioners are all subject to the
terrible inroads of inflation.

So that's not much help. So we turn to the young families. And the young families have houses on
which there are mortgages through which they are expecting the end to close in on them any day.
And to make an appeal to them for support, you can see, is justifiably impossible. You can't appeal
to the hustlers.

And the hustlers is not a word from the 20th century. It's basically a word from the book of the
Proverbs who talks about the hustlers and how they set themselves out to get money and that their
whole commitment and dedication is to get money.

[ 7: 11] Butthe writer to the Proverbs says that they're in serious trouble. And he says, don't hustle
to acquire wealth because when you see it, it's gone.

Suddenly it takes to itself wings flying like an eagle toward heaven. So people who are involved in
making money fast are not people that are particularly given to generosity.

So the last people that we have to turn to are the wealthy. And the wealthy are on every donor's list
from Newfoundland to British Columbia and beyond and are daily done for money by everybody in
sight.

So what are we going to do? How are we going to cope with the life of our parents? Do we need a
Titus to come in and spot what Paul describes as the desire of their hearts to give which has never
been brought to completion?

Maybe that's the kind of thing we need. Maybe we need, and | hesitate to suggest this, but maybe
we need stress testing to discover the abundance of joy so that God can give us that sense of joy in
giving which he gave to the Macedonians.

[ 8: 48] And that that comes through stress testing. And that may very well be the case because
very often people who haven't been subjected to stress don't understand the joy and they're still
trying to protect themselves against what in our society is inevitable.

And that is the stress which comes from all sorts of sources, but the stress which comes particularly
from the fact of our being prepared to be disciples of Jesus Christ.

Do we need to close the gap between the readiness we have and the completion of this? Do we
need to be told to give out of what we've got, not out of what we don't have?

All those are possibilities. But you can see that part of the fullness of the Christian life is this spirit of
generosity.

And ultimately, our problems are not going to be solved by your giving to the church. The problem is
only going to be solved by God giving to you such joy and such gifts of grace that you will respond
compulsively almost because of your awareness.

[ 10: 23] Now, Paul ends this little talk about the Corinthian church and about the Macedonian
church with one of the most powerful statements in the New Testament.

When he says, You know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your
sake he became poor, so that by his poverty you might become rich.

And really it's unmistakable that the model of Christian giving is Jesus Christ himself.

And the central remembrance of that is the service of Holy Communion as we come to receive that
free gift of God which he gives to us in Christ.

under the signs of the bread and wine so that he gives us that gift. And what it says of him was that
he, being rich, became poor.

[ 11: 40] Most of us live, | think, with the delusion of seeking to become rich when spiritually, | think
what Christ wants us to learn is to seek to become poor so that we have an ever-increasing
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capacity for the grace of God.

And that our generousness is not something that is to be taken away from the little security that
we've been able to put together in the course of our short and uncertain life, but that it is to come, in
fact, from our desire to be poor in order that we may know more fully and more completely the
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that we may be recipients of all that he has for us.

Three models for you to consider. The Macedonian church in their giving, the Corinthian church in
their desire which never comes to completion, and the church of St. John's of which you and | are a
part and within which we seek to know the fullness of the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, who,
though he was rich, became poor, that we, through his poverty, might become rich.

And that's got to be the pattern and the pattern of our communion service. is that as Christ gives
himself to us, so we are to give ourselves to him and to one another.

And then, as in the Macedonian church, the rest comes out of that. But that's a big demand. But it
seems to be central to the understanding of our relationship to the world in which we live and our
relationship to one another.

[ 14: 03] prayer. They came, everyone, whose heart stirred him up and everyone whom his spirit
made willing, and they brought the Lord's offering.

And we sing hymn number the anthem first. We sit for the anthem and then we sing hymn number
563.

for the estud Indigenous how comeimeter we didn't find that Jesus had not stood there, and Oh Oh
Oh

Oh Oh Oh Oh Oh Oh Oh Oh Oh Oh Oh Oh

Oh Oh Oh Oh Oh Oh Oh Oh Oh Oh Oh Oh Oh Oh Oh Oh Oh Oh Oh Oh Oh Oh Oh

[ 18: 34] Oh Oh Oh Oh Oh Oh Oh Oh Oh Oh Oh Oh Oh Oh Oh Oh Oh Oh Oh Oh Oh Oh Oh Oh
Oh Oh Oh Oh

Oh Oh Oh Oh Oh Oh Oh Oh Oh Oh Oh Oh Oh Oh Oh Oh Oh Oh Oh Oh Oh Oh Oh Oh Oh Oh Oh
Oh Oh Oh Oh We'll hear you some ofam johnaken of honor.

Poor John welcomes all his humility now. To close and cerbored.

CHOIR SINGS CHOIR SINGS CHOIR SINGS

[ 22: 24] CHOIR SINGS CHOIR SINGS CHOIR SINGS CHOIR SINGS CHOIR SINGS CHOIR
SINGS CHOIR SINGS CHOIR SINGS CHOIR SINGS CHOIR SINGS Blessing and glory and
thanks.
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