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Peace from your mouth.

And since we would die without it, we ask that you will give us ears to hear it, not the but
the life-giving word of God as we turn our minds to the scriptures.

We ask this in Christ's name. Amen. The passage that | want you to look at is Acts
chapter 1, and it was read as the lesson this morning.

It begins at verse 6 of chapter 1 on page 112 in the New Testament section. And I'm only
going to deal with it as far as the end of the paragraph, which is the end of verse 11.

This is what ...

It marks a very special point in the whole history of the world, if you want. Because it is
that point which comes between the resurrection of Jesus Christ and the ascension of
Jesus Christ and the coming of the Holy Spirit.

That kind of hiatus in history. If you're a good Anglican, you will know that this is
sometimes called Fither Sunday.

No, maybe you don't have to be a good Anglican. But it's that wonderful verse from the
prayer book that where Christ has gone, we may thither ascend.

So | hope that we will all end up thither. Just see, though, that this is a little hiatus in time
between the resurrection and Christ's ascension.

And it comes as a very special point in the life of the disciples. They had heard the
teaching of Jesus in the parables, in the miracles and all that he had done.

They had witnessed the trial, death, and resurrection of Jesus. All those things they had
seen. It was part of their experience.

And they were looking for the answer to the question, where do we go from here? Not
unlike the question that we have as a congregation.

Where do we go from here? The answer that was given to them is essentially the answer
that we too must receive. Where do we go from here? And so they turned to Jesus and
they said, well, will you at this time restore the kingdom?

They thought that the essential purpose of God was a restoration program. And so they
asked, will you restore the kingdom?

And Christ said to them something which | just find profoundly helpful. He said to them
that that's not for you to know.

Now, most Christians are thought to be those who know what the other people in the
world don't know. But if you examine the New Testament carefully, one of the things that
you will find is that there's a lot of things that Christians are told they won't know and they
don't know.

And that's significant in a world that thinks it knows everything. Christian disciples begin
their life as disciples in this instance by being told, that's not for you to know.
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You're not to become a great expert on religion. There's something for you to know, but
you're not to be a great expert on religion.

It's not for you to know the times and the seasons and to be able to tell people this is
going to happen or that's going to happen. It's not for you to have what Paul says in
Corinthians is the loveless knowledge which counts ultimately for nothing.

You may, as Paul suggests, know in part. But again, that's not to be the kind of knowledge
which Paul tells us puffs us up with our own importance.

The knowledge which is given to the disciples is to be not the knowledge that puffs up, but
the love that builds.

So there is something that is cardinal, an essential principle for the disciples.

And that is, it's not what they know, it's who they know. That they know Jesus Christ. | met
a man the other day who said, | really have trouble with Christianity.

I'm the kind of person that can only believe if | see, you know. And | tried to explain to him.
| said, well, there is a kind of knowledge which comes to us when we know all the
mysteries of the DNA molecule or something, the source of life.

That's a kind of knowledge that we have. But that the knowledge on which our faith is built
is the knowledge that comes from knowing Jesus Christ.

| apologize to tell you that because, you know, we do in our society pride ourselves on a
vast array of knowledge which is right at our fingertips.

But it is useless to us unless we know Jesus Christ. So what he said to the disciples is
that, I'm not going to restore the kingdom to Israel, as you think.

That's not for you to know about that. And he said to them, the thing that you're to do is
that you will be given special power to do a very particular job.

In other words, they are to be those who wait on the Lord and find opportunity to bear
witness to him.

Do you see what the passage says? You will receive power through the Holy Spirit which
will come upon you.

And you will be witnesses to me. So that they are given a work to do.
The work is to bear witness to Jesus Christ. We as a congregation are given a job to do.

And it's not to know all the answers to life's problems. But in the midst of life's problems, to
bear witness to what we do know about Jesus Christ.

I know Jesus Christ. And we're to bear witness to that fact. Now, you see, even in the
work of the church, we can't do this work without the enabling power of the Holy Spirit.

It's the only way we can do it. And Christ says, you will receive power after that the Holy
Spirit has come upon you.

And you will bear witness to me. That work of withessing depends on the business of
empowering. Now, lots of religious people try and do religious work without the enabling of
the Holy Spirit.

And you will become frustrated. And you will become frustrated. Disappointed. And you
will turn away and say, it's not worth it.

It's too much. You will simply burn out. Because you can't do it. No matter how high your
intention is. And so Christ says to them, you will be given power.

And in that power, you will bear witness to me. And that is the essential life of the church.
To be empowered by the Holy Spirit to bear witness to Jesus Christ.
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That's why this church is here. And if it gets in the way of doing that, we should knock it
down. And if it enables us to do that, we should thank God for it.

And make sure that it's here. And it serves us well in the work that we are called to do.
And which we are empowered to do by the Holy Spirit. And that is in bearing witness to
Jesus Christ.

That is the essential thing in our world. That's what we're to do. And we can only do that in
the power of the Holy Spirit. I'm dying to tell you more about this wonderful character that |
met in Kenya.

Who was a missionary from Sweden. He was a... The thing that struck me most about him
was that he was very interested in Jewish people.

You have to go to Sweden to figure that one out. But he told me.

He was... He's the same age as | am. Pretty well over the hill. And he was going back for
two years in a very primitive mission station in Tanzania to build a school for the death.

For training deaf children. And he told me that in Tanzania, he had been there working for
the missionary society that he's worked for all his life as a builder.

And another builder was... Was sent out by SIDA. That's spelled S-I-D-A instead of
C-I-D-A. That's pretty subtle too.

But I... It's the Swedish inter-something developmentalist instead of the Canadian. We
both call them SIDA. But he was sent out by them.

And this other builder was sent out and was paid five times as much as he was paid for
doing the same job. You can imagine the bitterness and the rancor.

Well, there wasn't any. He said, But the wonderful thing is that God blessed my money
much more than he blessed all his money. You know. And | found that a very profound
statement.

And | just pray that God will wonderfully bless our money. The gifts we give. You know.
That we will be able to do all sorts of things with those.

With that. And that God will wonderfully bless that money. That, you see, because we
can't do things apart from the empowering of the Holy Spirit.

Even our money isn't worth that much. Apart from that work. So, Jesus says, The job you
will be given to do is to bear witness to Jesus Christ.

Now, bearing witness to Jesus Christ has a very noble line of succession behind it.
Because when Jesus stood before Pontius Pilate, and Pilate said to him, Are you a king?

And Jesus said, You say that | am a king. Well, that may be. But he said, For this | was
born.

| came into the world for this. The thing | came into the world for was to bear witness to the
truth.

The truth concerning God. And all who are on the side of truth, listen to my voice. So,
there was Pilate looking down on the bound and scourged, thorn-crowned figure of Jesus
Christ.

And Jesus says, And Jesus says, My job is to bear witness to the truth. And then you see,
And then you see, When his disciples are saying, Well, where do we go from here?

He says to them, Your job is to bear witness to me. That's your job. And he says that to
the apostles.
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And you're to bear witness to me in Jerusalem, In Judea, In Samaria, And unto the
uttermost parts of the earth. Remember when Peter and John went to the temple gate,
And there was a man who cried for alms, And they said, Silver and gold have we none,
But such as we have we give you, In the name of Jesus Christ, Stand up and walk.

And around that miracle, There was all the preaching, And all the declaration, And all the
bearing witness to, We didn't do this. Jesus Christ did this. That was in Jerusalem.

In Judea, As in Samaria, Where the Ethiopian eunuch Called for Peter to come. And Peter
said, | shouldn't be talking to you.

You're a Gentile. I'm a Jew. But I'll tell you about Jesus Christ. And then they went to
Samaria. And Philip preached Christ in Samaria.

And Simon the magician Threw away all his magic arts And became a believer in Jesus
Christ Because Philip had told him about him. We're getting there.

You see, Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria. Unto the uttermost parts of the earth. And so Peter
and Paul both head for Rome.

And in Rome, The gospel is established At the very center of that empire.

The tentacles of which reach right down to our own day. And through that empire, Jesus
Christ was born witness to Unto the very ends of the world.

One good Roman went to England by the name of Augustine of Canterbury And he bore
witness to Jesus Christ. And the queen was converted.

Queen Margaret was converted. So that's what happened there. And then as a result of
that, A few centuries later, A man named de Pontier was converted.

And that man named de Pontier Came to the remotest part of the whole world.
Shaughnessy in Vancouver. And there he bore witness to Jesus Christ By his life and
ministry.

And that's how this church got started. By people bearing witness to Jesus Christ. That's
how, that's why Jesus says, You shall be my witnesses.

Now what the apostles did, you see, To bear withess is that they Wrote the New
Testament. Jesus said, | bear witness to the truth.

To the apostles he said, You bear witness to me. And to us he says, You bear witness to
the testimony to me Which is found in the apostolic witness To Jesus Christ, Which is the
New Testament.

So that's what our work is. We are to bear witness to Jesus Christ Through, whom we
know through, The apostolic witness to Jesus Christ, Which is the New Testament.

And so that what we are given as a church, The essential thing that we are given, Is this
apostolic witness to Jesus Christ, Which is the scripture, And the empowering of the Holy
Spirit, That we, as we encounter Jesus Christ ourselves, Can, from the center of our own
lives, Bear witness to Jesus Christ.

The two are locked together. You can't separate them. A lot of people get very heady
About knowing the New Testament, But lack the empowering of the Holy Spirit.

A lot of people get spiritually turned on, But don't know the witness of the New Testament.
And you get all sorts of problems in the church With those two kinds of people.

What they have to do is, In the power of the Holy Spirit, To bear witness to the Jesus
Christ, Whom we meet in the scriptures. Well, that's what Jesus said was to happen.

And then it says that Jesus is lifted up, And a cloud receives him out of their sight. You
see, that's, | love that passage, Not because | understand it altogether, But because it
says the thing.
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You see, there's a point at which Our historic knowledge of Jesus Christ ends. The cloud
surrounds him, And we can no longer see him. We don't know what that cloud means,
And what it hides from us.

I'm sure it hides it for our benefit, Because we're not to speculate about it, Or to think we
understand everything That's on the other side of the cloud. We know Jesus Christ up to
the moment of his ascension, But then the cloud hides him.

And he ascends into heaven. In the epistle of Peter, There is a statement about what
follows that, And it's this, That he has gone into heaven, Is at the right hand of power, With
angels and authorities and powers, Subject to him.

That's where he has gone. And we pray that we might one day Thither ascend. That's
where he's gone. And authority and power are given to him.

And the job of the church of Jesus Christ Is to bear witness to him In the power which he
gives them By the gift of the Holy Spirit.

Well, The passage ends with Two men in white, Essential characters in the New
Testament.

The men in white Are there to explain to Mary Who this child is That's to be born to her.
They're there to explain to the Shepherds Who this child is That has been.

The men in white are there On the Mount of Transfiguration To explain who this Jesus is
To the disciples Who are struck dumb with awe.

Those men in white Are there again at the resurrection To explain To the unbelieving
disciples What has happened. And these men are there again At the ascension To speak
to the disciples And tell them where to go.

And that's what they do At the end At the end of this passage. Men of Galilee Why do you
stand Looking up into heaven?

This Jesus who was taken From you into heaven Will come in the same way That you saw
him go Into heaven. The kingdom that you're looking for On earth Will come When Jesus
returns In the meantime You know what your job is Get on with it.

That's what he says To the disciples What is their job? To bear withess To Jesus Christ In
the power of the Holy Spirit. That's what we're to do.

We don't know All the answers. We don't understand All the circumstances. We don't
know The times Or the seasons Which the Father has In his knowledge But hasn't given it
to us.

We don't know those things. But we do know What our task is And that is In the power of
the Holy Spirit To bear witness To Jesus Christ.

And you see When the church Tries to do anything It's usually Oh no | don't want to get
cynical. | The church Very often Appears to be Impotent And powerless.

That's because The church Takes on Jobs that it's not Qualified to do Very often. And
issues That it's not Qualified to Get involved in.

And in getting Involved in it They neglect The job That they were Supposed to do. The
essential job Of bearing witness To Jesus Christ Which is what They do know.

They know him. And bearing that witness In the power Of the Holy Spirit. And so While we
come To the Climax of our Restoration Fundraising Program today And you're Invited to
All of you To take At least Some part In it The smallest Part if you Want But do take Some
part In it Because what We want To do Is to be Able As a community To do The work To
which We're called Which is To bear withess To Jesus Christ In the power Of the Holy
Spirit To do The job That Christ Has left us To do.
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He bore witness His apostles Bore witness And we bear witness To him. Amen. Our
Offitory hymn Number 68 68 VSL 437 Your lights Are on.

| meant it. shall we dress together Boys o'er My soul, the King of heaven, to this King of
heaven, as the King is Lord forgiven, who | hear is graciously.

Praise Him, praise Him, alleluia! Praise He ever must be thee, Savior!

Praise Him for He's grace, and Here galaxy, to come Esther. Praise Him, were saved
sogar For ever, so through silence, here to bless.

Praise Him, praise Him, hallelujah, for ever since His name is born.
Amen. Praise Him, praise Him, hallelujah, for ever since His name is born.
Amen. Praise Him, praise Him, hallelujah, for ever since His name is born.

Ye behold Him face to face Sun and moon bow down before Him Brothers all in time and
space Praise Him, praise Him, alleluia Praise Him, alleluia

God of love and peace, we raise our voices in praise to you today for your abundant
provisions for us, for your gifts that are pressed down, shaken together, and running over,
and are daily poured into our lives.

We are above all grateful for your forgiveness and your invitation to commune with you.
We thank you for your blessings upon this church, reflected in its growth and the spirit of
love that is made manifest here.

We thank you for the clergy who are committed to God and to this congregation. We thank
you for the continued growth of prayer and Bible study groups in this church.

And we ask that you would give them guidance and harmony. We thank you for helping us
to meet the challenges in the past, and we pray for your continued assistance in the
future.

Lead us in boldness and daring for your sake. As we look to the future, move on our
hearts to offer our money, our time, our energy, and our gifts to fulfill the needs and the
goals of this parish.

We pray for the visitation of your spirit as we all celebrate these very special anniversaries
this month. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray together for those in our midst who mourn that they may be comforted. Bring light
and life to all who sorrow or suffer.

We think especially today of Christine, Ed, Bill, Harold, Peter, and Michael for healing and
for your peace.

As a congregation, we pray now together for the crisis in our own nation.

Recognizing you as the author of peace and the lover of concord, we call upon you now to
bring reconciliation to our own land. We know that in the past when the saints have cried
out to you in faith, you have brought health to them.

And now in our own anxiety, frustration, distress, and helplessness, we call upon you
asking you to redeem us by your grace. May we discharge our responsibility as your
children to be the light of the world.

May we bring the fruits of love, joy, peace, patience, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness,
and self-control into all of our interactions with others.

We renounce hatred and revenge and ask for understanding and forgiveness. We pray for
your healing for all of our wounds. We also uphold our leaders in prayer, requesting that
they will demonstrate vision, courage, wisdom, and integrity in their deliberations.

Downloaded from https://yetanothersermon.host - 2025-12-10 19:39:26



[ 34: 13]

[ 35: 37]

[37:02]

And may we continue to uphold them in prayers so that our country can show an example
of honor and compassion. We ask that you would make us channels of your wisdom from
heaven, a wisdom that is pure, peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and
good fruit, impartial and sincere.

We remind ourselves that peacemakers who sow in peace raise a harvest of
righteousness. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Give us a greater awareness of your Spirit. Enter our hearts, live in us, and empower us to
live by faith. In the next few moments of silence, we listen for your guidance and direction.

We close our prayers now with the words of Charles Wesley. Jesus, united by thy grace
and each to each endeared, with confidence we seek thy face and know our prayer is
heard.

Up unto thee, our living head, let us in all things grow till thou hast made us free indeed
and spotless here below. Touched by the lodestone of thy love, let all our hearts agree
and ever toward each other move.

and ever move toward thee. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. Amen. Please be
seated for announcements.

Good morning, everyone, and welcome to St. John's, especially to anyone who is a
newcomer and visitor. | know that there are some here, so | hope that you will make
yourselves known to other people so that we can personally welcome you.

Over the past two and a half days, we have had the annual diocesan synod meetings, and
St. John's was host to this for Friday and Saturday.

There were 400 delegates from throughout our diocese of New Westminster from the 78
parishes. And we, besides hosting this, we played an active part as a parish.

Stephen James composed the theme song for synod, and it was a wonderful song, and
he directed all the music. Jillian Watson-Donald was head of the resolutions committee,
and Peter Kidd looked after all the technical considerations of our facilities.

The delegates to synod were our three clergy, as well as Gene Bigg, Merv Hanson, Peter
Norman, who was our youth delegate, David McMillan, Jillian Watson-Donald, and myself.

There were many resolutions that were considered. | just want to mention a couple. One
was the approval for the archbishop to appoint a full-timed plan-giving officer beginning in
January 1991.

In addition, the synod approved an advertising campaign, a diocesan-wide advertising
campaign beginning in the fall and carrying on for five and a half years to promote positive
awareness of local Anglican parishes using the local media.

One of the spinoffs from this will be that as the Anglican church is advertised, the hope is
that people will start coming back to church, and so the onus will be on us, that when
people walk through our door, we welcome them, and that we befriend them, and that we
become true disciples in pointing them to Jesus Christ.

So this will be a real challenge for us in the next five years of this program. At the end of
synod, five minutes after all the resolutions were passed, the secretary handed in the
minutes of synod.

This is one of the wonders of communications today, and also handed each of us a
raspberry form that summarizes everything that was done at synod.

So if you have any questions, any one of us can try to answer them because it's all
summarized right here. As you know, invitations have sent out, | hope everyone has
received one, for our anniversary celebration tea on Sunday, June the 17th, from 3 until 5
in the afternoon.
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It's going to be a lovely day. You're invited to wear your Sunday best and come, and
you're asked to please respond to the invitation by calling the church office.

The day before, on the 16th, the Saturday, there's going to be an old-fashioned picnic
from 5 until 8, and also that will be followed by a dance in the gym from 8 till 12.

Tickets for this event will be on sale today in the Trendle Lounge or the North Lounge at
the Information Desk. Also this morning, of course, coffee hour follows, so do come to that
and hope to see you there.

Thank you. You note from your leaflet that we have some weddings coming up, and so |
published the bands of marriage between Martin Basil Topp and Fiona Jean Livingston,
and also between Richard Joseph Christen and Rosalind N. Simons, and also between
Douglas Edward Bradley and Susan Alta McKee.

And we keep these people in our prayers, and we take a moment right now to pray for
them. Almighty God, giver of life and love, bless these couples who are preparing for
marriage.

Grant them wisdom and devotion in their life together, that each may be to the other a
strength in need, a comfort in sorrow, and a companion in joy.

So unite their wills in your will, and their spirits in your spirit, that they may live and grow
together in love and peace all the days of their life.

Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. The epilogue service... Sorry, the epilogue service
is just prayers for our country.

Ten minutes after the service is over, and we will only take 12 minutes together just to
pray and to teach you a little bit about how to pray for our country during these days.

Our concluding hymn, number 26, Ye Holy Angels Bright.
Amen. Amen. Amen. Amen. Amen.

Amen. Amen.

Amen. Amen.

Amen. Amen. Amen.

Amen. unto God's gracious mercy we commit you. The Lord bless you and keep you. The
Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you. The Lord lift up the light
of his countenance upon you and give you peace now and evermore. Amen.

Amen. Amen.
Amen. Amen.
Amen. Amen.

Amen.
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