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Seeking the Lord's blessing, we'll turn to the first portion of scripture we read, the second
book of Kings, and chapter 5.

And we'll read the words of Elisha in the last verse of the chapter. Verse 27, the leprosy
therefore of Naaman shall cleave unto thee, and unto thy seed forever.

And he went out from his presence, a leper as white as snow. He went out from his
presence, a leper as white as snow.

Now on more than one occasion, I've pointed out the remarkable similarity between the
ministry of Elisha and the ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ himself.

And these similarities include the nature of their ministry, their name, which means the
same thing. The fact that they both multiplied bread or multiplied food.

They both raised from the dead. And they both healed lepers. Now there's another
remarkable similarity here.

Because just as one of the Lord's apostles, Judas Iscariot, was a man found full of
covetousness and was banished from the Lord's presence.

So Elisha's servant Gehazi is found much the same way. He is betrayed, Elisha himself, in
his own home by those closest to him. He is betrayed by Gehazi, who is found to be a
servant full of covetousness, who loves the things of the world and not the things of God.

So you find the covetous disciple appearing close to Elisha, just as you find him appearing
close to Jesus. And it's not wrong to say really that Gehazi is in many ways the Judas
Iscariot of the Old Testament.

Now whether or not | made this clear, | don't know. But it's worth again pointing out when
we trace these similarities between Elisha and Christ, it is not just some kind of game that
we are playing with the scriptures.

There was a purpose behind these similarities. Just as there is a purpose behind the
similarities between Joseph's life and the life of our Lord, Joseph descends into a
humiliation and he ascends to a great exaltation.

That parallels the Lord's life almost at every turn, the descent into humiliation and the
ascent to exaltation. These things were taught in the Old Testament to prepare the Jews
for Christ when he would come.

So that if they were spiritually exercised, they would recognize the life of the Lord as the
life of one that corresponded to the Old Testament messiahs. Elisha and Joseph were Old
Testament messiahs.

And the spiritually praying would recognize Christ in his life and ministry by comparing him
to his predecessors. And perhaps that is one reason why people such as Nathaniel and
the disciples as a whole recognized and saw the glory of Christ when they saw his life and
saw it foreshadowed in the Old Testament.

And it's also an encouragement to our own faith, to our own belief. When we see many
hundreds of years before Christ lived, his life almost foreshadowed in great detail in the
lives of these great patriarchs and these great prophets.
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That is God's revealing of himself. God's proof, as it were, of his own existence, of his own
truthfulness, of his glory and of his power. So these analogies themselves have a
purpose.

Now | want to look with you at the character of this man, Gehazi. And although we've met
him a couple of times and passed over him, it is only at this point that his character is
actually revealed in the Bible.

And there are many people like that. They can be in the Church of Christ for a long, long
time and you perhaps never suspect that things are not right in their souls at all. Many
years perhaps elapse before the real truth concerning them comes to the fore.

And that is the way it is with Gehazi. Paul tells Timothy that some men's sins are open
beforehand. Other men's sins are made manifest afterwards.

Some people die and perhaps the whole truth does not come to the fore. But very often
God causes it to be that those who are unhealthy break out and their sin and disease is
seen in the Church of the Lord Jesus Christ.

And that is the way it is with this man, Gehazi. And of course it's the test that brings it all
out. After all, it was a test that brought it out with Judas. | don't know if you've ever noticed
that what really caused Judas to commit the final act of treachery was when Mary broke
the bottle of spikenard on the head and feet of the Lord, or and poured it over the head
and feet of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Why, he said, was this not sold and the money given to the poor? And the Gospels tell us
he said that not because he cared for the poor, but because he had the bag.

He was the treasurer amongst the apostles. And he used to take money from that bag.
And he couldn't believe the prodigal waste of such, so many thousands of pounds in that
ointment being poured over a saviour whom he had long since begun to despise anyway.

Because he wasn't doing things the way he wanted them to be done. And it was at that
moment when he saw the waste of money, and the money slipping out of his own fingers,
that he went out and he consulted with the chief priests how to put this man to death.

You'll notice how his character is finally revealed. After three long years, the event comes
and the test comes that shows us what this man is like. And very often there's a test like
that in your own life and mine.

You can call it the crux of your life, perhaps the pivot around which your life turns. And the
truth of the matter comes out and here you are, naked, opened and exposed before
everyone.

Well that is how it is with Gehazi. And this is the test, and it's a test that he fails miserably.
Now the narrative here is fairly straightforward.

But | just want to briefly recap it, just so that it's clear in our minds. Now it's a sad end to
what was a glorious event, the cleansing of Naaman the leper, his renewal and his rebirth.

What a sad appendix this makes to that history. Now when Naaman is getting ready to go,
he is so full of gratitude that he urges Elisha to take some kind of reward of him.

In verse 15, Naaman returned to the man of God, he and all his company, and came and
stood before him. And he said, Behold, now | know that there is no God in all the earth but
in Israel.

Now therefore | pray thee, take a blessing of thy servant. Now that language, and as it
goes on, that language clearly reveals that what he wants to do is give some kind of gift or
some kind of token to Elisha, in gratitude for his own cure, that he's now been washed in
the river of the Jordan.
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Now it was no small amount that the man had. If you look back at verse 5, you'll find the
wealth that Naaman took with him from Syria. We're told halfway through verse 5, that
Naaman departed and took with him ten talents of silver, and six thousand pieces of gold,
and ten changes of raiment.

Now just to give you an idea of what kind of sum of money we're talking about, you have
ten talents of silver. One talent of silver would be worth approximately ten thousand
pounds.

And here you have ten talents of silver, six thousand pieces of gold, and ten changes of
raiment. That would have made anybody a very wealthy man indeed.

Now Elisha refuses that gift. He refuses it. And perhaps there are many reasons for
refusing it. He probably just did not want that sum anyway in the first place.

He was a man of God. He was called to what he was doing, and he had no need and no
concern to have such a great accumulation as that. But there is another aspect to it as
well.

And that's this, that he's concerned to take nothing of Naaman. After all, he didn't say,
well, I'll take two or three pieces of gold, and I'll take one change of raiment, because |
could do with it.

He doesn't say any of that. He flatly refuses it all. And that's in spite of the fact that on
other occasions, for example, in chapter four, he receives the tithes that the man from
Baal-Shelisha had brought to him.

He accepts them. Now what's the reason? Why the difference? Why does he answer here
that he will certainly not accept these gifts that Naaman is giving him?

Well, the reason is this, and you could call it perhaps a principle of mission, and I think I've
spoken about it in this pulpit not too long ago.

You find it in Paul. Whenever Paul is dealing with those who are newly converted, or those
among whom he is working who are heathen, he does not accept tithes or money from
them.

He adamantly refuses it. And he explains himself. He does not wish the gospel to be evil
spoken of. Whenever the gospel goes out into new territory, uncharted territory, the
missionary labors to support himself.

When a church is established, and when people are brought to a firm faith in God, then
the church is meant to uphold those who preach. That is Paul's own doctrine. But the
planter must not do that.

Because, obviously, the planter will be open to some kind of suspicion. This is why you're
doing it. Or this is your whole reason for coming into our midst. So that's how you find Paul
working.

And that's how you find Elisha working here. He refuses it. Why? Because Naaman is a
Syrian. He's going back to Syria, and there are no other believers known there to Elisha.

Probably none known to Naaman. Naaman is to be a great, powerful withess as
commander-in-chief of the Syrian army, of the power of God. Elisha doesn't want to
compromise that or to hazard it in any way.

He says, in effect, No, go. Go the way you are. I'll take nothing from your hand. The Lord
cure you and return with your presence back to Syria. And you'll notice how he speaks
later on to Gehazi in verse 26.

And this confirms really what I'm saying. When Gehazi came back to Elisha, Elisha said
this. Verse 26. Went not my heart with thee when the man turned again from his chariot to
meet thee?
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Now listen to this. Is it a time to receive money and to receive garments and olive yards
and vineyards and sheep and oxen? The key words are, is it a time?

You, Gehazi, should have known that it is not the time for such a thing as that. And you
brought the cause of the Lord into disrepute by what you have done. So Elisha sends him
away and doesn't take a gift from him.

Now, Gehazi can hardly believe what his master has done. And he says, my master has
spared this Syrian.

He says, I'm going after him and I'm going to take something off him. And so Gehazi does
that. He gets ready his own chariot. Or he makes preparation and out he goes to follow
Naaman.

And he catches up. Or Naaman turns around and sees him approaching. And Naaman, as
the newborn child of God, the minute he sees the servant of God there, he stops. He turns
around and he says, is everything well?

Is all well? He has the childlike concern for all things belonging to the Lord's kingdom. A
beautiful thing. But here comes Gehazi. And Gehazi says, yes, everything he says is all
right.

And then he spins his story. It's a clever story and we'll come back to it in a moment. But
he spins the story. He says, two young men from the sons of the prophets have come to
my master.

And my master has nothing to give them. And Gehazi says, well, give them a talent of
silver and two changes of garments. Now that's nothing to Naaman.

Naaman is very ready and is very willing to give that. And in fact, Naaman urges him and
he says, take two talents of silver. You're doubling the thousands. Take two talents of
silver. And the silver is loaded into bags.

And two servants are sent along with Gehazi to carry this load back to Samaria. And
Gehazi can hardly believe how well everything's gone. There are the two servants in front
of him with two bags of silver.

And as they come to the hill, it's called a tower here in verse 24, but the word probably
means the hill. Perhaps the hill that just overlooks Samaria.

He stops them there. He takes the silver off them and he hides the silver in a place he's
carefully prepared. And then he goes back quite the thing into the presence of Elisha.

But Elisha turns to him and he says, literally, whence Gehazi? Where Gehazi? It's a very
brief question in the Hebrew.

And Gehazi feels that the eyes are going through him like a flame of fire. And he says, |
didn't go anywhere. And Elisha says, do you not realize that | went with you where you
were?

Is it a time for everything you did, for oxen, vineyards, to receive changes of clothing and
silver? The leprosy of Naaman shall cleave to you and to your seed forever.

And the chapter ends in the solemn words that Gehazi went out of his presence, a leper
as white as snow. Now, my friends, this man is a fearful man.

And he's fearful because he's not on his own. There are many like him. There always
have been and there always will be. What kind of man was he?

Well, he was outwardly religious. But inwardly, he was covetous and he was a liar. He was
religious, but he was a greedy liar.

At bottom, down underneath it all, that's what he was. And it came out. And because of
that, he had the mark of sin etched into his body for life.
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Now, first, he's a religious man. Now, this is important. There's no doubt that he was a
religious man. Like Judas Iscariot, I'm sure he was chosen because he looked outwardly
the part.

He was an able man. He belonged to the sons of the prophets. He would have. Elisha
would have chosen him personally as the one he thought most likely to succeed himself
and to do great good in the kingdom of God upon the earth.

He could speak well. He could think very quickly. Even when the... You'll remember when
Elisha was staying with the widow woman. And Elisha says, what shall we do for this
woman?

Gehaazi just comes out like that quick as a flash. There is no child. This is her great need.
He's quick. He's a quick thinker. And he's a man, I'm sure, that the sons of the prophet
themselves were elevating and saying that this man is very worthy to be a successor to
Elisha.

And so he becomes Elisha's personal servant. That was a period of tutoring. Just as
Elisha followed Elijah for eight years, so Gehazi was put into the tutelage and into the
training of Elisha, the man of God.

So he would be religious. And I'm sure, my friends, that that tells us just how wrong we
can be about people. How wrong we can be.

We make our estimations of this man and that one. And we say, oh, well, what a fine
person that is. And deep down the person is rotten and corroding with greed or lying or
something of that kind.

Elisha himself got it wrong. Maybe gradually he was suspecting it. But how far Gehazi was
from a true man of God.

Now, he was religious in his lips. Now, look at this very carefully. Look at verse 20 and
listen to what Gehazi says. Now, he's only speaking to himself.

He's not speaking out loud, but I'm sure he uses the kind of words that he would use
normally in speaking to people. Verse 20. But Gehazi, the servant of Elisha, the man of
God, said, Behold, my master has spared Naaman, this Syrian, in not receiving at his
hands that which he brought.

But as the Lord liveth, I will run after him and take somewhat of him. Now, here you are
with the expression, as the Lord liveth.

Now, that was an oath. It was the form of an oath. And you find Elisha using it himself in
verse 16. When Elisha is refusing the gifts, he says, as the Lord liveth, | will receive none.

Now, Gehazi, like many a hypocrite, has learned to speak just the way the Lord's people
speak. Uses the same form of words, and he uses this oath.

Now, as | said, this is something he's saying to himself, but | have no doubt that he used it
from day to day in his own speech, as the Lord liveth. And you would think, listening to this
man, that he was one of the Lords.

He knew how to pick up phrases, and he would put them in his pocket, and he would use
them. And he spoke just like a person who feared the Lord and who reverenced the true
God of Israel.

His religion was in his lips. He could speak the language of Canaan. But there's more, my
friend, to Christianity than speaking the language of Canaan. And not only that, but there
are certain religious acts which he seems to perform enthusiastically.

That's the only way | can put it, because that's the way it seems to me to come across in
chapter 4 and verse 31. You'll remember when the woman's son died, the Shunammite
woman.
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Her young son died. He had some kind of sunstroke, and he died at noon. And Elisha sent
Gehazi with his rod up to the bedroom of that child.

And we're told in chapter 4 and in verse 31 that Gehazi passed on before them. That is,
Gehazi was even quicker than Elisha and the woman.

He was at this house, and he was going quickly there, and he laid the staff upon the face
of the child. But there was neither voice nor hearing. And when he went again to meet
him, he told him, saying, the child is not awaked.

Now, it gives you the impression of somebody who's really quick to do this act himself. It's
a religious act, and connected with it, there's the stretching out of the rod, and there is
some idea in Gehazi's mind of power and glory.

He's got the rod now in his own hand, and what a thrilling thought that is for him. He is
going to be seen at the house of this woman as the man of God. And he's going to stretch
out the rod, and you can almost imagine the ceremony and the pause before he takes the
rod, and he stretches it out and touches the child.

But nothing happens. We'll see in a moment why. He looks like a man who is almost too
willing to do the deed that's been asked him. He's associated with it.

He's quick and eager, too quick and eager to do that. Now, my friends, Paul speaks, and
it's a solemn thing.

He speaks to Timothy about a religion that exists in form but not in power. And
interestingly, he tells us that it will be a real mark of the last days.

That in the days when men shall be covetous, when men shall have itching ears listening
to the gospel, wanting to be scratched just the way they want it, when men will be lovers
of themselves more than lovers of God, and he's talking about professing people there,
loving themselves more than loving God, he sums up their description by saying that they
have the form of godliness, but that they deny the power thereof.

They have its form in the words they use, the expressions, and they have its form in
certain acts, religious acts, which they perform.

But in the lips, which use the right phrases, and in the life, there is no power. Power. The
power of God is absent.

The power of God that would really sanctify that heart, the power of God that would make
that man a true child of God, the power of God that would have power with men and
prevail with men was absent.

It was external. It was lip religion. It wasn't inward, and it wasn't heartfelt. And that's the
way it is with Gehazi.

Here he goes following the man of God everywhere, and he looks and sounds like a man
of God, but he's nothing of the sort. Take, for example, his lips. Take his words.

You find, for example, look at this little indicator, and there are some things that just reveal
certain things about a person. In verse 20 again, Gehazi, the servant of Elisha, the man of
God, said, Behold, my master has spared Naaman this Syrian.

Now, what comes through in that expression but contempt? Contempt. Naaman has just
been born again as the child of God.

The angels of God are rejoicing in heaven. The Lord himself, we're told, rejoices over
Jerusalem. And there is rejoicing in the Trinity itself, at the salvation of a soul brought into
the church of the Lord Jesus Christ from death to life.

Elisha is glad. But Gehazi sees him as Assyrian. That's what he is. To him, he is Assyrian.
That tells us that for him, his religion is a nationalistic thing, or it's a patriotic thing.
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In fact, better an unconverted Jew than a converted Syrian, as far as Gehazi is
concerned. This man is first and foremost a Syrian, whatever else has happened to him.

And because of that, money should be got off him. His gifts should have been taken, and
his gifts should have been used. And this Gehazi, well, if Gehazi was going to speak
about it, I'm sure he would say, why are these gifts not taken and distributed amongst the
sons of the prophets, or distributed amongst the poor, better still?

Just like Judas said in public, when he couldn't even keep inside the bad feelings that he
had. Judas couldn't contain himself. And I'm sure that's the kind of thought here.

He's not really concerned for the sons of the prophets or the poor. He's just concerned
about himself. And Naaman is just Assyrian. That's the spirit of the elder brother in the
parable of the prodigal son.

Remember when the prodigal son came home, the elder brother says to his father, this
your son has wasted his substance. He doesn't call him his brother at all.

He says this your son. He just looks at this man, where he was, and what was true of him.
And he has written him off because of that. His background has invalidated him.

It doesn't matter what's happened to him now. It's where he came from that matters to
him. My friend, it's sad to say you meet that kind of thing in the professing church of Christ
still. There are some people who evaluate others according to where they came from,
what their background was, what their job was, or how much of the gospel they heard
when they were children.

It seems as though if you come from another place or another kind of job or what you
would call perhaps a lower strata of society, it's to be written off or it's not worth the same.

That reveals a lot about a person. The expression, this Syria, tells us a lot about Gehazi.
Ah, my friends, how do you feel when a person professes Christ?

How do you feel when a soul is turned from death to life? Is that the kind of thing you look
at? Or are you rejoicing because a soul is brought into the kingdom of heaven?

These things tell a lot about the kind of hearts we have, the kind of people we are. And
then again, with respect to his lips, he can lie just as easily as he can take an oath.

Oh yes, he's learned to say, as the Lord liveth, and as the Lord liveth. And I'm sure he's
picked up many another phrase and many another piece of knowledge from Elisha. But he
can lie just as easily.

And when something is concerned to do with himself, he can lie through his teeth very,
very easily. My friends, can the same fountain produce sweet water and bitter water?

Does James not say that if a man professes God and has not learned to bridle his tongue,
that man's religion is vain, profitless, it is worth nothing? His lying lips reveal that he is a
double-minded man, he's unstable in all his ways.

So let that man think, let him not think that he will receive anything from the Lord. His lying
lips show his true heart. I'll come back to the whole question of lying just in a moment.

He's a double-minded man and he's unstable in all his ways. There's no power in his lips.
In fact, there is deceit there. You even take his action.

This religious act that all he does so impressively, down comes the rod on the face.
There's no life. Nothing happens to the boy. Why? Because God doesn't honor him.

There's no power in his own soul. So why should any power be in the rod that his hand
holds? God doesn't honor him at all. Now, I've heard some people saying that Elisha sent
Gehazi with the rod just to preserve the body.
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As it were, to put a kind of circle around and say, no one come near this body and no one
take it away until my master comes. But if you notice Gehazi's words, that's not at all what
Gehazi went to do.

At the end of verse 31, we're told this. The last sentence of verse 31, wherefore, he went
again to meet him.

That's Gehazi went to meet Elisha and he told him, saying, the child is not awake. That
tells us what he went for and it tells us what he expected. And he's full of disappointment.

His religious act wasn't accompanied with power. Ah, my friend, should it not fill our hearts
with fear that we might live outwardly with a form and inwardly have just no power in our
lives.

No spiritual strength, depth, or reality in our souls at all. So his religion is just a veneer. It's
a veneer.

Underneath it, the truth comes out. Now, what is the truth? Well, in the first place, he's
greedy. He's covetous.

And in fact, Elisha tells us what kind of thing is going on in his heart. In verse 26, Elisha
says to him, is it a time to receive money and garments and olive yards and vineyards and
sheep and oxen?

| believe there that Elisha, from the hand of God, has had an insight into what's going on
in Gehazi's heart. Gehazi's looked at the silver and the gold and all he can think of is
oxen, vineyards, sheep, servants, maidservants.

That's the way a covetous man's heart works. He's forever translating these things into
what he's going to do. What am | going to do next? What's my next project? What can | do
next for myself?

What can | build next for myself? What's my next investment? What's my next sum? Me,
myself, and I, the unholy trinity. That is what occupies the heart of the covetous man.

Now, you know what covetousness is. Covetousness is just having an unhealthy relation
or an unhealthy love for the riches of this world.

Now, we usually think of it as associated with money, but money isn't really a thing in
itself. It's only something that you use which gives you power to acquire what you want.

Nobody wants the little pieces of metal that you're given. That's not what matters. What
matters is the purchasing power that that gives you. Now, a covetous person is one who
desires that because of the purchasing power that this thing gives him.

Now, a poor person can be covetous. Some people think that only rich people are
covetous, but that's not the case. Covetousness is the desire for these things.

And that can exist in the heart of a poor man just as it can exist in the heart of a rich man.
You could be here with nothing and you're saying, oh, good, he's going to speak about
covetousness because I'm convinced that person is covetous.

And you're here poor but covetous. And covetous to the core. Why? Because you would
give anything for that thing that that person has got. And in what respect then are you
better than that person in terms of covetousness?

None at all. You can be covetous and poor. Now, it might be useful to strip down
covetousness a little bit more and ask, well, what's inside it?

What constitutes covetousness? Well, | think first that this is in it. There's a desire for
power. A desire for power because money makes wealth and your possession of things or
the amount that you have or the size of what you have to your mind gives you some kind
of sway, power, and influence over people.
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Now, the covetous heart thinks like that. The covetous heart wants to exalt itself. It wants
people to think a lot of you because you have sway then and you have power over people
and the covetous man wants that.

He wants power over people. Connected with that desire for power, there's the desire to
be admired. You want people to admire you and to think that you're very successful.

You're powerful. You're influential because your estate has grown in this kind of way.
There is that in it. the desire for people to say, well, he must be a very able or a very
clever man or what have you.

The desire to be admired and there's no denying that that goes along with it. You can look
at yourself and say, well, do you admire or think highly of this person because of what he
has, the multitude of his possessions?

Somehow, that seems to make you look up to the person. He acquires a status that
perhaps he doesn't deserve at all, but the fact that he has these things gives him some
kind of status. The sheer power which wealth brings, look at all these so-called stars in the
public eye today, whether they be sport or stars or stars in music or what have you.

They have great, enormous wealth and people admire them and elevate them on account
of the power and influence that that wealth has given to them.

And of course, along with that and right deep down at the heart of it, there is just plain
selfishness. Selfishness. And what is that?

Well, selfishness is just this, that you're prepared to put your own wants before the needs
of others, even before the needs of the kingdom of God itself.

That is selfish. Selfish means your wants before others, before God and before your fellow
man.

Now, that's the crux of the matter. A covetous person will look after himself first. Number
one.

And whatever he thinks he needs to put himself on a par with somebody else or above
somebody else, then he'll get that. it doesn't matter that he might be harming the need or
the right of someone else or the kingdom of God.

He will make sure that he looks after number one. And that's why you very often find a
covetous person prepared to lie. He's prepared to cheat.

He's prepared to swindle. A covetous person doesn't usually tell the truth about what he
has exactly. because if he tells the truth often about it, then maybe he can't acquire the
thing that he wants.

So he doesn't tell the truth. He's prepared to lie, to cheat, and to deceive because what he
wants takes priority.

Does that cut close to the bone? If it does, it's because the word of God does precisely
that. It does precisely that. The Lord says, take heed and beware of covetousness.

And you'll notice that covetousness in the New Testament is called idolatry. Why? Well,
because the root of all idolatry is just having affection for yourself and putting the things
that will better yourself above God and your obedience to the Lord.

So you're prepared to break the commandments, whether it's truth-telling or what have
you, in order to acquire, to get power, and to get influence. Now, my friends, you
remember what Christ said, beware of covetousness.

It was in the second portion we read in Luke chapter 12. Now, that's an interesting few
verses for this reason. When Christ says, beware of covetousness, what caused him to
say that?
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Well, it was a man in the congregation. Christ was preaching at the time, and someone in
the congregation had said, of course, he wasn't preaching in a synagogue where all the
reverence and awe was attached to it.

He was preaching outside, so people were coming back and responding. People think that
church services could be like that. They can't discern the difference between Christ
preaching in a synagogue and Christ speaking in the street.

There is a big difference between the two things. In any case, this person comes back and
he says, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with me. Now, we have no idea about the
rights or wrongs of that person's claim.

Obviously, his brother just wasn't giving to him the portion of goods that belonged to him.
And he looks on Christ as a teacher sent from God and he says, tell my brother to divide
the inheritance with me.

And the Lord says, who made me a judge or a divider over you? In other words, | haven't
come in here to judge you in your civil matters. That's not my mission.

That's not my prerogative. But he says, I'll tell you this, take heed and beware of
covetousness. | might not judge your case, but I'll judge your heart. And I'm telling you, he
says, that you are covetous.

And what's the mark of his covetousness? That he breaks into a sermon in order to get
this dispute sorted out. Now, the dispute might be all right, in the sense that he might be
owed some money.

But the fact that he breaks into the middle of a sermon tells us that it's more important to
him to get his money than it is to listen to what the Lord Jesus Christ is saying. And that's
what tells the truth about the man.

And if you're in here sitting, thinking about your business, when the word of God is
preached, it's the mark of your covetous heart. That is covetousness. These are the ways
in which covetousness reveals itself in the soul.

Take heed and beware of covetousness. Now, all these things are so important. I've said
that you can break the commandments because of your love for money.

That's an important thing. How many people in business today lie very easily? Have you
noticed that? But the more covetous a person becomes, the more concerned to acquire
business, the more easily he lies.

He'll say anything to get your custom. In business, we must be honest. In our dealings, we
must be true. We mustn't pretend this, that, or the next thing.

Covetousness produces lying. And that's why it reveals idolatry. You are worshipping self
and you are putting the things of the world before the things of God. How many might be
robbing God to feed themselves?

Malachi says, are you robbing God? How many people won't give to the Lord's cause
because they have just that little extra thing that they want to get for themselves.

Hardly a need, but just a want. Just a want. Well, leaving that there, you could perhaps
say one more thing.

Well, he didn't ask for all that much. You could say, he said, give me a talent of silver and
two changes of garments. After all, there was ten talents of silver as well as pieces of gold
and ten changes of rain.

Well, there wasn't all that much, but just notice something. What he asks for is worth many
thousands of pounds. In the second place, Gehazi is a clever man.

You're going to see that in a minute. He's very clever. He said, two prophets have come.
Can you give me one talent of silver? He almost suspects or he's almost urging Naaman
to say, no, take two.
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And sure enough, that's what happens. Naaman says, take two. And Gehazi says, oh, no,
no, that's probably too much. We're told that Naaman had to urge him to take the two,
whereas he probably planned it that way in the first place.

Why say two prophets and ask for one talent of silver? And then again, you'll notice this.
He's not allowed to ask for too much in case he arouses the suspicion of the man. He has
to make the story plausible and plausible.

He makes it. Covetousness. Now, in the second place, this man is a liar. Now, that is a
grave sin.

And I'll tell you, it is a sin rampant in today's society. Lying. People seem to think that they
can be as dishonest as they like and that God's wrath will not touch them for it.

A lying spirit is an abomination to the Lord. Lying. And people lie so easily. As | said, it's
no surprise.

Here you see in the same heart lying and covetousness. Just as our society is getting
more and more covetousness, so people are lying more and more easily. Now, it's almost
remarkable just how quickly this man can lie.

He's an accomplished liar. | mean, notice the story that he comes out with about these two
men, sons of the prophets. He's got it all worked out.

The number that he needs, where they've come from, their occupation, the one most likely
to pull at the heartstrings of Naaman. He's got the story all worked out. And he avoids
implicating Elisha directly.

He doesn't want to do that. He's too clever for that. He says, Elisha doesn't want it for
himself, but Elisha wants to give the thing to the sons of the prophets. Noticing he's
playing on Naaman's affections for the Lord's people.

Naaman is just newborn, as | said, a child of God, and he loves ardently, and with a great
passionate heat, everything to do with the Lord's cause. Would that that would stay in the
Lord's people.

Would that it would stay, that passionate love. Naaman had it here. Naaman had it here.
And Gehazi knows it. So he uses that as a lever for the whole thing, the sons of the
prophets.

And, you'll notice again, along with the clever story, he's got the actions to go with it.
Naaman says, take two, and he says, oh no, two's too much. We're told in verse 23
specifically that Naaman had to urge him to take the two talents of silver.

All along, his covetousness is wanting it. So he lies easily. Why does he lie easily?
Because he lies all the time. He lies all the time.

Look here, for example, he lies twice. When he goes back into Elisha in verse 25, Elisha
says, where have you come from, Gehazi? And Gehazi says, I've been nowhere. I've
been nowhere, he says.

Just like that. He doesn't have to think about it or anything, but the lie just comes to his
mouth like that. One lie breeds another. You never lie on its own, really.

You always have to lie to cover a lie. And then you have to lie to cover that lie. And so on,
until you dig a pit for yourself in hell with your lying. How many situations have you lied
your way out of even this week?

How many of you in school, people who are in school lie continually to your teachers or lie
continually to your parents? Not realizing that you're forming habits of a lifetime.

You're putting these things deep down into your soul. You're staining your soul with these
practices. Lying. And you think it doesn't matter. It matters.
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The Lord sees and the Lord knows. And a lying lip is an abomination to the Lord. And it's a
sad thing to see a man like this and, as | said, he's a quick thinker, he's an able man and
he's a gifted man but he's yielded his life to sin.

There's nothing as sad as that in the world. If the Lord gives you five talents, my friend,
you'd better multiply them and you'd better not bury them in the ground. The more able the
Lord has made you, the more you had better yield yourself to his service.

Stop the lying path. Stop the covetous path and seek the true riches which is a knowledge
of God in the Lord Jesus Christ. That's what makes a person rich.

And the child of God, when he comes to Christ, knows that. And he says, | now have
found my wealth. It is to know my Lord and it is to have fellowship with him.

That is wealth and that is riches. And we would not trade that for anything that this world
can give. What will it profit us if we gain the whole world and lose our own soul?

What, my friend, will that profit you? Far better to lose the world than to gain the Lord for
that is everlasting riches, the unsearchable riches of Christ.

Now, | think it's right to say there are two things that makes this man's sin worse. First is
that he misrepresents the people of God in order to get his own way.

Now, you can say what you like sometimes about the church of Christ and about the
people of God. But those who love the Lord are the apple of his eye.

And if they are misrepresented, that is a grievous sin before God. We write in Psalm 15
that the man who loves the Lord and who dwells with him will not take up an evil report
and spread it.

The person who loves the Lord, if he hears an evil report, will keep it. He won't spread it.
This man doesn't care if he misrepresents Elisha to Naaman.

And for that matter, if he misrepresents the sons of the prophets to Naaman. Naaman
makes his way home thinking that the sons of the prophets have been given these talents
of silver and the garments.

Now, | believe that the Lord protected his own child. Naaman could have thought pretty
dimly, perhaps, of the whole thing, but God kept his heart and God watched over him. He
preserves the simple.

He preserves those who trust in him. But no credit to Gehazi for that. Gehazi looks after
number one and he doesn't care what people say about the church as a result.

No, that is grievous in the sight of the Lord. Watch how you represent God's people in the
sight of others. And then again, he uses the ministry as a cloak for his own sinful life.

Now, many as a person, to use an expression, has worn the cloth and has lived a life of
avarice, covetousness, adultery, or what have you.

But to use the ministry as a cloak for a sinful life is another sin of the deepest guy in the
sight of God. Read 2 Peter if you want to hear about that or read the epistle of Jude where
it speaks of those who prostitute the ministry or who use the name of God or the name of
the church of God in order to further their own ends.

Gehazi did that and it blackened his sin. Now, here you have a liar and a covetous person.
What comes of him?

Well, in a way, sin brings its own punishment. | want to look at this lastly, just very briefly.
He comes to the hill and he hides his money and he puts it in a place where nobody
knows about it and then he goes to Elisha.

Now, | wonder if his mind is working the way the mind of covetous, lying people work.
You're always looking for someone to find you out or someone to discover you. Did
anyone see me do that?
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Did anyone hear me? Did anyone pick up what | said today that it's not consistent with
what | said yesterday? All the time it's going and he's trying to cover his tracks. But Elisha
just turns round and everything's been shown to Elisha as if in a vision or as in a dream
he's seen it all.

Whence, Gehazi? I've been nowhere. Did not my heart go with you? The leprosy of
Naaman shall cleave to you and to your seed forever. And out he went, a leper, as white
as snow.

What does that tell us? Well, there's one or two things to notice briefly. First of all, this is
the outward man conforming now to the inward man.

First of all, Gehazi is as it were rotten on the inside but appears good on the outside. Now
the outside wears the mark of the inside.

Same as true of Naaman. His heart was made new. He became a child in God's kingdom
and the outward was conformed. He lost his leprosy.

The Gentile came in and was cleansed and the Jew went out, defiled. What a remarkable
turn around. The professing Christian was cast out and the ignorant man was received in
and blessed of the Lord.

This outward leprosy was just a sign to Gehazi and to everyone else of the inward leprosy
of his soul. He was inwardly a leper as white as snow.

And then again it tells us this that one day that will be visible to everybody everywhere.
One day. Now as | said some men's sins are visible beforehand others afterwards.

You might escape out of this world with people thinking what a great man or what a great
woman you were. But a day of reckoning comes when the books are opened and the book
of life. And in the books the deeds are revealed and every soul is summoned one after
another into the presence of the Lord in front of a public gallery.

It is the day of judgment when souls are brought out of hell and souls are brought out of
heaven and they all assemble before the judgment seat of God visibly and openly and
God pronounces a swift judgment upon all.

Then the leprosy is seen and the leprosy is exposed. It is as though on that day God's law
will say where did you come from? What was your life like?

And there is no hiding place then. The word in 2 Corinthians 5 verse 10 tells us that the
inside is going to be exposed in the out. It is a picture of ripping something up so that the
inside is made evident.

That is the day of judgment. The outside is torn aside and out comes the inward parts.
Here is the heart. This is what the man was like. And there is nothing there but filth and
squalor.

A leper in covetousness and in lying. One day that will all be seen. One day the truth will
be told and the judgment will be meted out.

And just as you were a leper so you will be a leper forever. And you'll be marked as that.
You'll be cast into hell with your leprosy consuming you.

Consuming you openly, visibly and outwardly. There's no hiding place in hell. There's no
veneer to draw over your life in hell. It is just revealed sin, loathsomeness and corruption.

And not only that but Gehazi is given a solemn reminder that his sins have a powerful
influence on his children. Because the leprosy of Naaman shall cleave to you and to your
seed forever.

Ah my friend, if you persist in going your own way, go your own way.
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But are you going to bring your children with you? Are you teaching them your own
covetousness? Are you teaching them how to lie? Are you teaching them how to live
carelessly or recklessly?

Is it not a fearful thought that your leprosy will cleave to your own seed forever? For the
Lord visits the iniquities of the fathers upon the children and to the third and fourth
generation.

The fact of the matter is you never sin on your own. No man is an island. And especially
the effects and the consequences of your ungodly life will be seen in the life of your
children.

Noticably so except the Lord has mercy upon them. how you should train your children to
live godly lives. Put your children to the word.

Put them to family worship. Teach them amusements and pastimes that don't degrade the
scriptures or trivialize the name of God. Show them how to live life to the full.

To enjoy the creation of God. But in their hearts to remember that for all these things God
will bring them into judgment. Rejoice so young man in thy youth and follow the ways of
thine heart.

But know that for all these things God shall bring thee into judgment. All thy works and all
thy ways. Don't let your leprosy cleave to your seed.

Is he seeing the bottle? Is he seeing a shoddy lifestyle? A near religious walk? Don't let
your leprosy cleave to your seed.

And | wonder if in the last place that there's an element of prophecy here. And | just want
to close with that. Because Christ says in his own ministry that many lepers were
cleansed he says in the days of Naaman.

There were many lepers in Israel in the days of Naaman but not one was cleansed except
Naaman the Syrian. And Christ there is saying that he uses it in the context of unbelievers
from the Gentile world coming in when the Jews themselves are still disbelieving.

| wonder if there's a prophecy in all this that the Jews had everything but they became
lepers white as snow. Whereas the Gentiles in darkness have come to a knowledge of the
Lord Jesus Christ in great numbers.

Look at the children of Abraham today. What are they? Well they're like Yehazi lepers
white as snow. But praise the Lord that the day will come when that leprosy will be
removed and they will press into the kingdom of heaven.

Do that my friend also. Let us pray. O Lord teach us thy ways and may we not love the
world and may we not have covetous hearts or keep us from that covetousness which is
idolatry.

And even if we acquire the things of this world may we not set our hearts upon them and
may we never put them before the needs of others and before the cause of Christ itself.

Let us give our portion and our tithe to thyself and may nothing come before that for
Christ's sake. Amen.
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