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[0:00] Let's turn back and look for a short tine at Mark chapter 8,
Mark's gospel chapter 8, and we're going to | ook again at verse 22, page
1017, Mark chapter 8 and verse 22.

And they came to Bethsaida. Bethsaida is a town, if you look at the map of the Lake of Galilee,
Bethsaida is a town at the north end of the Lake of Galilee, slightly to the east.

So just to give us a picture of where that town is in relation to Jerusalem and every other place that
we know. And they came to Bethsaida and some people brought to him a blind man and begged
him to touch him.

And he took the blind man by the hand and led him out of the village. And when he had spat on his
eyes and laid his hands on him, he asked him, do you see anything?

And he looked up and said, | see men, but they look like trees walking. Then Jesus laid his hands
on his eyes again and he opened his eyes.

[1:16] Hi s sight was restored and he saw everything clearly. And he sent
himto his hone saying, do not even enter the village. | don't need to
tell you that the story of Jesus is a story full of miracle.

And miracle is where Jesus, by his own unique power, breaks into the norms. The norms that
restrict us. And shows that he is the Lord of these things by changing them and by exercising
authority over all these areas.

And | don't need to tell you that there's a difference between a trick and a miracle. Anyone who
describes Jesus' miracles as tricks simply hasn't taken the time to examine them fully enough.
These were things that were done in front of people. They were done in public. And they were done
so that people could see. And so that by seeing, they would believe not just in how wonderful these
things were, but that they would believe that Jesus was indeed the Son of God.

But there were times when Jesus refused to do these things in public. And this was one of them. In
fact, this incident here, this miracle here is different, isn't it?

[2:45] It's different frommany of the other miracles which Jesus carried
out, if you're famliar with his I[ife. And for one thing, there were nany
bl i nd peopl e who Jesus heal ed.

There was no shortage of blind people at that time. And Jesus healed them. Normally, that healing
process would be instantaneous.

It would be the touch. Jesus would place his hand or even say the word. There was one occasion,
of course, when a man whose servant was ill, a centurion's servant was ill.

He reckoned, he worked out in his own mind that Jesus didn't even need to come to where he was.
But all he needed to do was to say the word and his servant would be healed. And that was
absolutely correct. There was no reason for Jesus to touch anyone in order for that person to be
healed.

His authority could operate in a word or even not even in a word itself. Jesus could simply will it to
happen and it would have happened. And yet, nevertheless, it's not just that Jesus is able to do
extraordinary things and to carry out extraordinary healings.

[3:59] But Jesus, one of the things about the miracles is the way in

whi ch he carries these things out. And we're not just to see how unusual
or how extraordinary Jesus' mracles are.

We are also to read the particular way in which they happened. And | want us to see that in this
passage, there are four things that are different, four unusual events, which surround the healing of
this blind man.

And even though it was a healing that took more time than other healings did, it was still a miracle.
It was still a man who went out that morning blind, unable to see anything, and who came home that
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evening with his eyes open, able to say, | was blind, but now | see.

And | hope that we'll see also that in the way that Jesus carries out these miracles, there are
lessons. Jesus is preaching to us and he's making known to us how we may be saved.

That is always the purpose of a miracle. The miracle is not just for the healing of the person who
was healed, but also to announce to us who Jesus was and how we can be right with God through
him.

[5:24] So every tine you read one of the mracles, you are hearing the
gospel. You are seeing the gospel. Jesus is announcing to you that | cane
into the world to seek and to save those who were | ost.

That's the point. Jesus did not come into the world to impress people. He didn't come into the world
ultimately to heal one or two individuals. He came so that through those works that others would
come to believe, just as | said this morning, that what John says, these things are written so that
you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in
his name.

Four things then about this miracle that | hope will give us a little bit more information about Jesus
and how we may be saved.

First of all, these are put in the form of four questions. First of all, why was it that Jesus took the
man outside of the village?

Let's read the story again. They came to Bethsaida and some people brought to Jesus a blind man
and begged him to touch him. That was their prayer. We have to believe that these people who
brought the blind man to Jesus had a faith.

[6:43] They had faith to believe that Jesus could heal the man and they
were serious about who Jesus was. But Jesus, instead of touching himin
the way that these people expected or anticipated, Jesus' touch was a
very different one fromthe one that they expected.

He did touch the man, but he took him by the hand and he led him out of the village. That's the first
guestion then.

Why was it that Jesus took the man outside of the village? And not only did he do so, not only did
he lead him out, but he led him out by personal contact.

And | want to suggest to you today that there is a very important reason why he did so. We'll see it a
little bit later on in the reason why he told him not to go again into the village.

But the reason is two things coupled together. First of all, Jesus did not come into the world to be a
celebrity. There was no shortage of people who followed Jesus just to see one more miracle.
[7:55] And it seenmed that the nore they saw, the nore they wanted to see.
They coul dn't get enough of seeing nmiracle, strange thing, marvel after
marvel. But it did absolutely nothing to change themor to draw themto
Jesus.

Even those who, it appears, started out following Jesus, many of them went back. Because the
challenge of following Jesus was just too great.

And there were others, hundreds of people, who would make a point of going to be where Jesus
was, to watch what he did and wanting to see one more miracle.

And yet it did nothing to change them. And Jesus knew this. But he was concerned more about the
personal needs of this man than he was about how many people he could impress or astonish with
his power.

Instead of doing this publicly, as he could have easily done, he took the man by the hand and he led
him outside of the village. Because it was more important for the man to see the nature and the
character and experience the personal care and compassion of Jesus.

[9:13] For Jesus, it was just as inportant for himto show, to
denonstrate, the love of God in Christ personally to this man. There's
anot her instance very simlar to that.

And that's when Jesus went with Jairus. Remember how Jairus met with the Lord? His daughter
was dangerously ill on the point of death. Twelve years old.

He came and he begged Jesus to come and to heal her. And Jesus started on the road. Now Jesus
knew all along how dangerously ill the girl was.
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And he could have there and then said the word. She would have been healed. And yet, even
knowing that within moments she was dying, he went with the man because there was something
important in him going with Jairus.

In his accompanying Jairus, he showed his own personal care and interest, the grace of God in the
gospel. You see, because to God we are not just numbers.

[10:18] We're not just statistics. We're not just barcodes. In so nmany
areas of life, is it not true that we're just a nunmber held on sone
conputer or some record sonmewhere?

That's not the way it is with God at all. David recognized God's individual personal care when he
said, Lord, you have searched me and known me. You know my sitting down and my rising up.
Even my thoughts are known to you. And it's important for us tonight to stop for a moment and to
remember that each one of us is an individual person in the sight and in the eyes of God.

And God has not written us off. You know, society can write people off. It's even possible for you to
write yourself off. Some people actually hate themselves.

And because they hate themselves, they think that God must hate them too. They begin by saying,
I think so little of myself. | think I'm nothing.

[11:19] | have absolutely... You know, to nme it's awful to think. But
it's true. There are sone people in the world who utterly hate

t hensel ves. | don't know why. | guess by a process in which they've gone
t hrough sonme awful experiences.

Maybe in their childhood or in their upbringing. Maybe they've been rejected by family or spouse or
someone they thought that loved them and turned out not to love them at all. There are experiences
which people go through and they end up hating themselves.

| think it's the saddest possible thing when you come across a person that hates themselves.
Because they come to the conclusion that God must hate them as well. And what this passage
shows us, that here is a person who could have just been another statistic.

Who could have just been another record. Just been another astonishment to the crowd. And Jesus
could have just touched them there and then. But he chose not to. Because Jesus cares for this
person.

And he loves this person. And he brings him away from the crowd. To whom he... See, once the
crowd had seen Jesus healing this man. They would have forgotten all about him.

[12: 31] They woul d have turned their attention on to someone el se.

Because that's all they were interested in. All they were interested in
is the marvel and the drama of a miracle. But Jesus was interested in the
person.

And that's why this, as well as every other miracle, relates to where we stand before God. And what
our view is of God. And we have to begin by recognizing that God does not hate us.

The Bible never says, whatever you think of yourself, God does not hate you. God has made you
for himself. His interest and his concern and his compassion is towards you.

Whatever has happened and whatever has taken place in your life. God thinks more of you,
perhaps, than you even think of yourself. Isn't that amazing?

That's what the Bible says. What does it say? It says, God so loved the world. Ah, yes. But you say,
you don't know what's happened in my life. | don't know, but God does.

[13: 34] And Jesus cane to be where people were who were hurting. Luke
chapter 15, he was surrounded by those who other people had no tine for
what soever.

The sinners, the tax collectors, the scum of the earth. People who other people hated and who
hated themselves. God's not like that.

Lord, you have searched me and known me. You know my sitting down and rising up. Why is it that
God has searched his unknownness? Because God has a saving concern for you as an individual.
Just as he had for this person. The question is, are we prepared to accept, by faith, the love of God
in Jesus Christ?

That's the first thing. Why did Jesus take the man outside of the village? And | believe we can learn
a lot about the character of Jesus. Then the second question is this.
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[14:38] Wiy did Jesus spit in the man's eyes? It's quite incredible,
isn'"t it? That the very Jesus, who was able to raise soneone fromthe
dead just by a word, It appears he had to do sonething very different to
open the eyes of this man.

Something physical. Not just a word, but physical. Now there are all kinds of suggestions and
opinions as to why this could possibly be. Some people believe it's a symbolic transfer of something
from Jesus to the man.

Some people actually believe that there is medicinal substance in spit. | don't know. I'm not a
doctor. | don't know anything about it. But some people believe that this was accentuated in the
miracle itself by Jesus.

One thing is that we know that Jesus knew what he was doing. And this is one of those places that
calls for faith. To believe that Jesus not only was able to do what he set out to do, But that he knew
every moment what he was doing.

Jesus spat in the man's eyes for reasons known only to himself. There are many areas in the
gospel where we have to come and we have to fall at the feet of God.

[15:59] And we have to say, | don't know, but you do. And you know, there
are nmany people who use that as an excuse for not believing. They say,
because | don't understand, because there's a question here that nobody
can answer, |'mnot going to believe.

Are you really going to stake your life and your eternity on one or two things that you don't know?
Or are you not prepared to say, well, God is God.

He's bound to know. He knows what's best. Faith is what places myself in his hands, knowing that
he knows what is best.

A third question is this. Why did the healing take two attempts? That's what it appears to be on the
first place, doesn't it? He spat on his eyes and laid his hands on him.

In verse 23. And he asked him, do you see anything? It's quite strange, isn't it? Is that what the
confidence of Jesus amounts to?

[17:06] That this Jesus, who's able to raise people fromthe dead, seens
at first sight to have difficulty in opening a man's eyes.

Verse 24. And he looked up and he said, | see men, but they look like trees walking. Then Jesus
laid his hands on his eyes again. And he opened his eyes and his sight was restored and he saw
everything clearly.

Not only does it appear that Jesus is not confident about what he's doing, but it appears that he
needed to have two attempts before he was successful in the miracle.

That's not what it was at all. That's only one way of reading it. That's only when we read it as a
skeptic. And | don't understand how we can't read the Bible as it is.

And read it in the light of everything else that's gone before and that goes afterwards. It's quite a
legitimate question to ask, why did the healing take two attempts? But they weren't two attempts.
[18:10] They were two stages. And | want to suggest to you that the
reason that Jesus took those two stages was not because he was unable to
conplete it in one go.

It was because he was deliberate in his two stages. And the deliberateness was to get a message
across to unbelieving disciples.

See, when you read this passage in the light of the passage that's gone before it, | believe a lot of
understanding comes to light. What happens in the passage before? Well, Jesus speaks to his
disciples.

And he says this. Jesus, aware of this, he said to them, Why are you discussing the fact that you
have no bread? Verse 17. Do you not yet perceive or understand?

Are your hearts hardened? Verse 18. Look at what he says. Having eyes you do not see. And
having ears you do not hear.

[19: 09] And do you not renenber when | broke the five |oaves and the five
t housand? How nany baskets full of broken pieces did you take up? Now,
the situation was this. The disciples were growing in their understanding
of who Jesus was and their own relationship to him
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Same as we must grow in our understanding. And it's like | said this morning. Perhaps there are
some of you, even here today, and you feel that you feel such a difficulty in believing that you don't
know how to proceed.

And | believe that you're not alone in that at all. | believe that many of us have come to know
gradually who the Savior is and how we may come to know him by faith.

There are very few people in the world that start off being a total unbeliever, and that by the end of
the day, in a moment in time, they are believing in Jesus. | believe that the more common process
is a process in which a person begins to change.

By the power of God, he begins to change. And very often that change is gradual. It sometimes
takes years for a person to understand stage after stage.

[20:26] And | believe that this is exactly a picture of the way that it
is for many people as they cone to understand the gospel in Jesus Christ.

Maybe there's someone here this evening, and you're at the very beginning of your understanding
of Jesus. Maybe you don't understand a huge amount.

The important thing above everything else is not to stop. It's to keep going, it's to keep asking the
Lord to open your eyes. To open your eyes more and more to see him and to understand him and
to perceive him and to appreciate him and to see what he has done for us.

| believe this is a parable. A parable that is acted out. Not because Jesus was unable to heal the
man instantly. He was able. He did it deliberately in order to encourage the disciples who were
themselves having difficulty in their own understanding of Jesus.

To encourage them to keep on looking to him. To keep on asking. And sometimes you have to
come to the Lord and you have to ask him to simply show you.

[21:42] To make hinmself known to you. To reveal hinself to you. Fourth
guestion and | ast question. Is why did Jesus tell the nan not to go back
to the village?

Once his sight was restored. Once his eyes were opened. Once he saw everything clearly in verse
25. Jesus' last words to the man were equally strange.

Saying do not even enter the village. Do not even enter the village. | wonder how our world would
respond to Jesus if he were to come into the world today in the same way as he came into the world
in those days.

| believe that he would attract massive attention. Just as he attracted massive attention in those
days. | believe that all the media attention would be upon him.

He would be invited to chat shows everywhere. He would be in all the newspapers. The
newspapers would all be reporting on one other miracle that Jesus had done. And that his fame
would go all over the world.

[22:51] And that's the way it was then. They didn't have the media. They
didn't have the technol ogy that we have. But they still had the
attention. And they had the hysteria.

And it was easy. It was all too easy. To follow the crowd. If the crowd decided they were going to be
amazed at Jesus. Then so be it.

It was easy to be part of that crowd. And to go with them. And to watch what was happening. But
that's not faith. In fact there can be a sinfulness about giving Jesus media attention.

Without giving him our heart. Maybe you would be amongst that crowd. Maybe you would be paying
just as much attention. Maybe you would be switching on the TV.

Every time Jesus was on. To see what next he had to say. And to watch what next he had to do.
And maybe you would think that by so doing you were following Jesus.

[23:53] But that's not what it is to follow Jesus. Just the sane as it's
not about coming to church. And it's not about being religious either.
It's about coming to know Jesus personally.

As our own saviour. And coming to trust in him. As our own Lord. And for Jesus | believe. That
sending this man back to his village.

Would be one more amazement for them. And one more reason for them to be astonished.

At his power. And at his person. But astonishment. Is not faith. Besides there was another reason.
And the other reason was.
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That Bethsaida. Had already seen. Enough of Jesus miracles. And they had refused. To believe. |
read that passage in Matthew chapter 11.

[24:56] Which is a very solemm passage. We to you. Chorazin. That was
another city. We to you. Bethsaida. For if the m ghty works.

Done in you. Had been done in Tyre and Sidon. They would have repented long ago. In sackcloth.
And ashes. Jesus. As | said. At the very beginning.

Came into the world. To demonstrate. By his own power. His own person. And who he was. But
there comes a time. Where. God says.

That's enough. I'm not going to show you. Anything else. If you haven't believed. Now. After all I've
shown you. You're not going to believe.

If | show you more. There's a very. Solemn element. To this passage. In which God speaks. |
believe. To us. This evening.

[25:53] Particularly. Those of us. Wo have grown up. Wth the gospel.
And you know. Perfectly well. How God. Has reveal ed hinmself. To this

wor |l d. You know.

Perfectly well. That. The step. Needs to be taken. By you. That God. Invites you. Tonight. To come.
And trust in him. And to believe in him.

He has given you. Every proof. Every evidence. Every reason. Even to the point. Where many of
you. Tonight. Say. | believe the Bible. | believe.

Everything about Jesus. | believe he was the son of God. | believe he died. As the sacrifice for sins.
| believe he rose again. And yet. | do not. Follow. Jesus.

There comes a point. Where God says. No more evidence. No more demonstration. There's only.
[26:48] A warning. We to you Bethsaida. For if the mighty works. Done in
you. Had been done. In Tyre and Sidon. They woul d have repented. Long

ago.

In sackcloth. And ashes. Surely tonight. After all. We have seen. Of the gospel. And after all. You
understand. Of the gospel.

Surely. Surely. It's time. Once and for all. To recognize. That Jesus. Is Lord. To accept him. As
Lord.

And Savior. To turn away. From all. The badness. And the wrongdoing. And the sinfulness. In your
life. And to follow him. And follow him.

Alone. Before. It is too late. Let's pray. Our Father in heaven.

[27:44] We ask. Tonight. That you will give us. That faith. That will
cone to Jesus. And that will trust. In him As our Savior. And as our
Lord.

And we give thanks. Oh Lord. For one more opportunity. Of hearing your word. And. Every time we
hear it. We see a fresh demonstration. Of the power. And the.

Purpose of Jesus. In coming into the world. But it is. A message also. It is a warning. Itis an
invitation. For every one of us. To come.

As we are. To the Lord. Oh Lord. May we do so. And may we discover. What he can do for us. And
what he has already done for us. On the cross. In Jesus name.

Amen.
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