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[0:00] W believe. Qur God.

Awesome is here and He reigns! With power and authority! In heaven, on earth, His praise will be
heard.

Lift Him up, lift Him up, lift Him up. You are able to do all things.

You are alive and at work in me. We believe. Oh, we believe.

Our God. Awesome is here and He reigns With power and authority In heaven, on earth, His praise
will be heard.

[1:06] Lift Hmup, lift Hmup, lift Hmup. Qur God. Amesone is here
and He reigns Wth power and authority In heaven, on earth, H s praise

wi |l be heard.

Lift Him up, lift Him up. Lift Him up. Lift Him up. Oh, lift Him up.

He is worthy. Rise up, people of God. Rise up, sing of His love.

There's no other, there's no greater than our God. So rise up, people of God.

Rise up, people of God. Rise up, sing of His love. There's no other, there's no greater than our God.
[2:24] Lift Hmup, lift H mup.

desde desde desde desde desde There's no other, there's no greater Lift him up, lift him up, lift him
up Our God, awesome is he And he reigns with power and authority In heaven, on earth, his praise
will be heard Lift him up, lift him up, lift him up Our God, awesome is he And he reigns with power
and authority In heaven, on earth, his praise will be heard Lift him up, lift him up, lift him up Lift him
up, lift him up Lift him up, lift him up In your hearts Lift him up, lift him up

In your hearts Let the king of my heart Be the mountain where | run The fountain | drink from Oh, he
is my song Let the king of my heart Be the shadow where | hide The ransom for my life Oh, he is my
song You are good, good Oh, you are good, good Oh, you are good, good Oh, you are good, good
Oh, you are good, good Oh, you are good Oh, let the King of my heart be the wind inside my sails,
the anchor in the waves, oh, he is my song.

Let the King of my heart be the fire inside my face, the anchor of my days, oh, he is my song.

Oh, you are good, you're good. Oh, you are good, so good. Oh, you are good, so good. Oh, you are
good, so good.

[5:33] Oh, you are good, so good. Ch. You're never gonna |let nme down

You' re never gonna |let me down You're never gonna |let ne down You're

never gonna |let me down You're never gonna |let ne down You're never gonna
et ne down

You're never gonna let me down Your goodness never ends.

Oh, you are good, you are good, and your love endures. You are good, you are good, and your love
endures.

You are good, you are good, and your love endures today. Lord, you are good, you are good, and
your love endures.

You are good, you are good, and your love endures. You are good, you are good, and your love
endures today.

[8:01] Amen. The love unlike the world has known.

The love that left no stone untouched. The love that fought for our forgiveness.

The love that breaks the gap between us. The love that chases me down.

The love that waits for my return. The love that shows me from the very start.

The love that heals the wounds from my past. Oh, what can be more beautiful than a life laid down
for me?
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[9:11] And to this love | give ny all. Jesus, take nmy everything. The
| ove that never keeps goi ng.

The love where there is always more. The love that wipes away my everything.

The love that I've lost for my deepest fears. The love that I've lost for my deepest fears. Oh, what
can be more beautiful than a life laid down for me?

The love that I've lost for my deepest fears. Jesus, take my everything.

Take my everything. Take my everything. You can have it all.

[10:27] At the cross, you poured out perfect |Iove for us. You cane to
save. That we night know you face to face.

At the cross, you poured out perfect love for us. You came to save. That we might know you face to
face.

So | will give my every breath, my every moment. | will live for you. Oh, what can be more beautiful
than a life laid down for me?

Oh, and to this love | give my all. Jesus, take my everything.

Oh, what could be more beautiful than a life laid down for me? Oh, what can be more beautiful than
a life laid down for me?

[12:08] It's good news, isn't it? W finally reached spring. Wl conme to
you all. My name's Andrew. For anyone that doesn't know me, |'m one of
the pastors here. It's ny pleasure to welcone you today if you're here
with us in person.

Welcome if you're watching us on the live stream as well. It's great to have you with us also. Now,
last week, last Sunday, we celebrated and gave thanks for the one-year anniversary since we
moved into this transformed worship space.

And today, | thank God for the way that we've been able to use this space over the past week. On
Thursday, we held a funeral and Thanksgiving service for Joak van der Waal, our brother in Christ,
an amazing servant of God who, with his wife Joan, served here and worshipped here for many
years.

If you missed that, we did record the service. There's a YouTube link that we sent out in the This
Week sheet if you'd like to catch up on that. Do commend that to you. And on Friday evening, here
we hosted the United Youth Worship event.

And we had over 130 young people from all across the town worshipping God together and being
taught from the Bible, all led by young people from this church.

[13:21] It was an anmmzing evening. And we're going to have the
opportunity to hear a bit nore about that later on in the service. Very
interestingly, at Joak's funeral, he chose Psalm51 to be read and
preached on.

It's a famous prayer of repentance. And it begins like this. Have mercy on me, O God, according to
your unfailing love, according to your great compassion.

David, who wrote this, knew that he was broken in himself. He had nothing to bring to God that
could possibly put him right with God. But he was totally reliant on God's mercy and forgiveness.
And he went on to say this. Open my lips, Lord, and my mouth will declare your praise. You do not
delight in sacrifice, or | would bring it. You do not take pleasure in burnt offerings.

My sacrifice, O God, is a broken spirit, a broken and contrite heart you, God, will not despise. When
we come to God, we must acknowledge our broken spirits.

[14:28] That's the only way that we can conme to God and be put right with
him In his nercy, he offers us forgiveness. He offers us newlife and a
new heart through Jesus. W conme this nmorning to worship God.

God, you may not feel like worshipping where you're at right now, but would you pray with me that
God would open our lips and his spirit would pour his life into us and pour out praise for him.

Let's pray together. Lord God, we thank you that you are a God of unfailing love and compassion.
We come to you knowing that we've let you down in so many ways, and we are sorry. Thank you
that being put right with you isn't down to us doing anything.

It's about what you've done for us. Thank you for your forgiveness. Accept our broken hearts and
spirit. Put a new heart in us today by your Holy Spirit.
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[15:32] Open our lips for our nmouths to declare your praise. Cone Holy
Spirit. In Jesus' nane. Anen. Anen. We're going to praise God now in song
as our nusic group |lead us.

Invite you to stand if you're able as we worship him together. Father. To be praised.

To be praised. To be praised. To be praised. To be praised. To be praised. To be praised. To be
praised. To be praised. To be praised. For he is greatly to be praised.

Entering his courts with praise. For he is greatly to be praised.

What shall we do? We shall lift up a shout. What shall we do? We shall praise him. What shall we
do for our God made a way?

[16:46] We'll give himour thanksgiving. Magnify his holy nane.

For he is greatly to be praised. Magnify his holy name.

For he is greatly to be praised. What shall we do? We shall lift up a shout.

What shall we do? We shall praise him. What shall we do for our God made a way? We'll give him
our thanksgiving. What shall we do? We shall lift up a shout.

What shall we do? We shall praise him. What shall we do for our God made a way? away we're
gonna praise you lord cause you are always worthy you are worthy worthy of honor and praise you
are worthy worthy of honor and praise you are worthy we'll sing it again and again you are worthy
worthy of honor and praise you are worthy we'll sing it again and again what shall we do we shall lift
up the shouts what shall we do we shall praise him what shall we do for our god made a way we'll
give him our thanksgiving um with praise god in freedom to worship um yeah such a holy and
magnificent god um yeah i pray that you'd fill our hearts with genuine praise for you this morning
remind us of all the things that you've incredibly blessed us with and help our hearts to flow out in
praise because of that amen and all who've gone before us and all who will will sing the song of
ages to the and all who've gone before us and all who will believe will sing the song of ages to the
amen your name is the highest your name is the greatest your name stands above them all them all
all thrones and dominions all powers and positions your name it stands above them all and the
angels cry holy all creation

[21:36] Christ holy holy you are lifted high holy holy forever and if

you' ve been forgiven and if you' ve been redeened sing the song forever to
the Lanb and if you walk in freedomand if you bear Hi s nane we'll sing
the song forever to the Lanb we'll sing the song forever and the man and
the angels cry holy of creation

Christ holy you are lifted high holy holy holy holy holy forever holy forever!

Your name is the highest. Your name is the greatest. Your name stands above the Lord.

All thrones and dominions, all hearts and positions. Your name stands above the Lord.
[23:47] Your nane is the highest. Your nane is the greatest. Your nane
stands above the Lord.

Your name is the greatest. Your name is the greatest. Your name is the greatest. Your name stands
above the Lord.

Holy to the King of kings.

Holy, you will always be. Holy, holy forever.

You will always be. Holy, holy forever.

[ 25: 15] Amen. Anen. Pl ease do take a seat.

Andrew mentioned a little bit earlier about Friday night and the voices singing. We've just been
having an opportunity there singing the words, and your people sing holy.

And on Friday night we had over 160 voices alongside the leaders and the young people that were
here in our chapel, praising God and praising the King of kings and the Lord of lords.

And it was such a privilege to be a part of. And I'm going to ask any of the leaders, any of the young
people that were involved with Friday night, if you would like to come up here and share a little bit
about your experiences.

Those who were here, come on there. That would be fantastic. These United Worship evenings
have been going on for about the last 18 months.

[ 26: 25] This has been our first opportunity to lead it, to host it. And
it was such a privilege to be a part of. So what |I'mgoing to do is not,
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we' ve not got a chance for obviously everybody.

But that means | don't have to preach. But we've, anybody who would like to share your
experiences of the evening? I'm going to start at this end.

Feel free to say or pass on. If you wish. | thought it was pretty cool to see that many young people
just praising the Lord in this place, which was pretty cool. So that was, that was cool.

| thought it was very cool to hear my younger brother preach. And it was a really, really good
sermon. Yeabh, it was very challenging. It was very good. | thought it was amazing that over 130
youngsters want to give up their Friday or choose to spend their Friday evening here praising God.
| think their enthusiasm and their passion for the Lord was amazing. And it kind of, it might show us
up, us oldies, who might have lost some of our passion and our enthusiasm. But they were just
wonderful.

[27:31] Areal tonic. Sorry. | thought it was really encouraging to just
hear so many voices praising God and | ots of people lifting their hands
as well. It felt really good like being able to communicate with God and

not caring about anyone el se because everyone else was just trying to
prai se God and didn't care about anything el se.

Yeah. Yeah. The Spirit of God was definitely moving and it was just amazing being able to praise
God in that kind of environment. It's just really good seeing and praising God with other young
people.

Yeah. | had the privilege of being in the foyer, just making sure people came to the right part of the
building. But it was wonderful to see the young people really going for it and praising God.

Yeah. Yeah. It was good to see many people praising God. It was my first time doing one of these
and | really liked the worship that we were doing there.

It was just great to see some of our young people growing into more leadership roles. Do you want
to?

[28:38] Okay. Um yeah, it was, yeah, it was amazing to seeing so many
young peopl e praising God and yeah, it was just a really joyful evening.

It was great to see just so many Christian young people in Wickham all coming together and just
being free and praising God.

Yeah. Yeah. So yeah, just a massive thank you to you guys for being so incredible. Um, the, a
couple, a couple of the key leaders of United, um, kind of one of them came up to me and said it
was, it was their favorite one so far, just about it was their favorite one.

They really, really enjoyed it. And one of the things they loved the most was the fact that the
majority of it was led by our young people. Um, a lot of these United events are very leader led. Um,
a lot of them are kind of the preachers of the leaders, the, uh, the hosts of the leaders, um, a lot of
the band of the leaders of the church and that kind of stuff.

Uh, but here even Ben came down back from uni for the weekend and we've got a privilege of him
being here on Sunday as well, which is fantastic. Uh, just to come to be a part of that Friday. We
had Sam preaching, we had Serena and Bethany doing testimonies, um, Toby jumped in right at
the, right at the depth to, uh, to kind of, um, to, to do the Bible reading for us.

[29:59] We had Aivia |leading, we had Daniel on the tech. W said, um
our ammzi ng youth band doing the thing and our |eaders just stepping in,
in so many incredi ble ways. So, um it was such a privil ege.

| was, | was stood at the back for a lot of the night with proud dad vibes. | really had, um, uh, it was
just such a wonderful thing to see. And, and to see this space, we've just been celebrating, um, this
last week of the space being, uh, um, available to us to worship and just seeing so many young
people packing this place and praising God was such a privilege to see.

So thank you so much for being a part of it. And thank you so much for all your hard work. | think
you should give him another clap. As you've, as you've been able to see on, on the screen behind,
it was, uh, an amazing, uh, event and, uh, in early May, early May bank holiday, uh, United also
hosts a weekend that we've been a part of.

Um, and so we're going to show a little video of that to remind us what happened last year. Um, just
to kind of whet your appetite for, for being a part of that, because we know there are maybe some
young people here or young people that you're connected with that might want to be a part of that
weekend.
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And we're going to be sending out some, uh, some more flyers about that, some more information
about that to get signed up for that weekend. Um, but we also need you as well. Um, what we're
going to be doing this year is every church is going to be looking after a part of, uh, the weekend.
[31:29] Un and UBC, we're going to be |ooking after lunch on, uh, the
Saturday. We're going to be kind of volunteering to kind of support that,
get it set up, um packed down and served, et cetera.

So we need you guys to be a part of that as well. So if any of you are available over that weekend,
uh, we need some adult volunteers to be a part of that weekend and supporting, uh, what our young
people are doing and where they are that weekend.

So yeah, if you are available, I'll try and get some more information about the needs, um, out next
week. Um, but yeah, make yourself known and we'll get you signed up, but let's see what happened
last year.

Thank you. Thank you.

Highlight of my time. Alright, you can all walk with me then. You know, honestly, uh, as the main
character of this camp, | would have to say the highlight of my time was probably the worship.
Honestly, just seeing so many young people like participate so seriously in the worship really just
really encouraged me.

[32:55] And | think we all should probably like Iink together nore often
and really just encourage each other with our faith. Being able to praise
CGod and pray with my friend. | felt the spirit of God on my birthday,

whi ch was Sat ur day.

And | started crying and my, uh, my new pastor or my leader prayed for me and | felt so good.
Can you tell me what the highlight of your weekend has been? Probably me doing the splits
because Samuel sent me. | was playing football and then he went this week and | went up. So
yeah. All your back flip.

Uh, the worship has been pretty awesome, yeah. | think there's someone asking me for his back.
Hey. If you know, you know. Hey. Hey.

Hey. Hey. Hey. Hey. Hey. Hey. Hey. Hey. Hey. Hey.

[33:50] Hey. Hey. Hey. Hey. Hey. Hey. Hey. Hey.

Hey. | really enjoyed the song just good that was so much fun great great it was already already
been the football team what's the highlight?

I have to be like actually making friends here like | didn't know how she did I didn't know how she
did | didn't know how she did that's amazing thank you so much | definitely recommend it to other
people going because it's amazing there's loads of activities it's all just really fun what is it?
highlight this weekend young people and kinder of God through the Holy Spirit pricelessammmmm
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEERE
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEERE
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEERE
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEER

| am free, | am free. You take me up, you turn me around, you raise my feet on solid ground. | thank
the master, | thank the savior.

[36:12] | because you killed ny heart, you changed nmy nane, forever free
I'"mnot the same. | thank the master, | thank the savior, | thank God.

Are you excited? I'm so excited about what God is doing through young people in this church and
across the town. He's on the move and please pray into that and think, could you be a part of that?
Andy's mentioned opportunities, we have opportunities to serve on our youth team here at Union.
So yeah, please pray about that and continue to hold this ministry in your prayers. We're going to
praise God again now, using our whole bodies.

This is an action song, it's a well-known one, so no excuse. I'm going to sing my lighthouse. Thank
you, Bethany, Serena, for leading us in the actions. Let's praise God together. Please stand and
join in the actions.

Let's praise God together. Let's praise God together. Let's praise God together. Let's praise God
together. Let's praise God together. Let's praise God together. Let's praise God together. Let's
praise God together. Let's praise God together. Let's praise God together. Let's praise God
together.
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[37:17] Let's praise God together. Let's praise God together. Let's

prai se God together. Let's praise God together. Let's praise God
together. Let's praise God together. Let's praise God together. Let's
prai se God together. My troubles, Lord You are the peace In ny troubl es,
Lord In the silence You won't let go In the precious The truth will fall
Lord, where love WIIl be me through You are the peace In ny troubles,
Lord You are the peace In ny troubles, Lord My |ighthouse My |ighthouse
Shining in darkness | will follow you My Iighthouse My |ighthouse | will
trust and promise You will carry nme Take ne short Take nme short

Take me short Oh, oh, oh, oh Take me short | will be watched Morrowing Give me warm In my eyes
and see My God's love Will lead me through You are the peace In my trouble You are the peace In
my trouble Si High lighthouse Highlight House, shining in the darkness, | will follow you all.
Highlight House, Highlight House, | will trust the promise, you will never be saved to show. Oh,
sanctus show.

High before us, you're the brightest, you will lead us through the storm.

Fire before us, you're the brightest, you will lead us through the storm.

[40:00] My lighthouse, ny |ighthouse, shining in darkness, | will follow
you. My |ighthouse, nmy lighthouse, | will trust and pronise, you wll

foll ow ne.

Say to the shore, say to the shore, say to the shore, say to the shore.

Amen. Thank you. Praise God. Do please sit down. Thank you.

Thank you. And then, very excitingly, Holiday Club.

The booking is now open and it's already a third full. So this is our Holiday Club. It's for primary-age
children. It's from the 8th to 10th of April in the second week of the Easter holidays.

[41:52] And it's so much fun. So if you have a primary age child or if you
know one, then do pl ease take a postcard. They're at each entrance and
sign up on the website.

You won't be disappointed. It will be fantastic. But do please sign up quickly because the places are
filling up very, very quickly. So | do commend that to you. Now, we encourage those who worship
with us regularly to give as part of their worship and to give regularly so that we can continue to
grow the work that God has given us to do with youth and children and in the community and so
many other areas.

There are multiple ways that you can do this. There's a cash box that you'll see just on the ramp on
my left, on your right, as you walk through to the welcome area. We have a card reader in the
welcome area if you want to make a one-off donation.

You can go to our giving page and there's various ways that you can give online. Let's pause and
pray as we reflect on what we give to God this week.

Dear God, we are thankful for what the giving of the church family has enabled us to do for you this
week. And we acknowledge that you call us to use what we have, including our wealth, to serve
you.

[43:09] As we commit our giving to you this week, please nake us truly
grateful. And may our generosity natch what a generous God you are. |In
Jesus' nane, anen.

Now, I'm going to say a prayer for our children and young people and their leaders before they go to
their groups. Just a reminder, if you haven't registered your child yet, please take them through to
the lovely people at the registration desk in the welcome area.

They'll get them registered and show you where to go and answer any questions that you may have
about that. Let's pray for them now. Father God, we thank you for our children, for our young
people. We thank you so much for what we've heard about the youth event on Friday and what's
coming up for the youth as well.

We thank you that you're on the move among our children and young people. We pray for your
blessing on them and their leaders as they spend time in their groups now. | pray that you'll draw
them closer to you. In Jesus' name, amen.

Amen. Okay, children, young people and leaders, this is your opportunity to go and we'll see you
later on. Amen. Amen.
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[44:41] Thank you.

So my privilege to lead you in that. So let's pray together. We thank you, Lord, for this precious
opportunity to share together on this Sunday. We are in awe of your amazing love and faithfulness
and give you praise for the beautiful world that you've created, particularly on this first day of spring.
We're so grateful, Lord, for your favor on us and seek your vision and blessing during these spring
months and beyond. And we do pray for the children, the young people and their teachers as they
go to their groups this morning.

We give thanks for the United Worship event on Friday with 130 plus young people from across our
area meeting here at UBC. And we pray for the preparation for United Weekend in early May that
we heard about earlier.

And plans for other events during the summer, the wet warrior camp and teen camps and other
activities that our young people will be involved in. But, Lord, we do want to pray, too, for those in
our fellowship who are unwell and have recently been bereaved and those recovering from recent
stays in hospital.

[46:12] And we particularly pray for the famly of Joop van der Waal .
Thank you for the wonderful service here this week. And we just pray for
the famly and those who know and | ove Joop.

Thank you for his wonderful life well lived. And we thank you that he's now at peace with you, Lord.
And we thank you so much. And we want to pray into events this week.

We pray for the Job Club meeting here on Wednesday and continue the Alpha Course. We pray for
your blessing on those events. Lord, we thank you for what we're seeing of you doing already, but
we want to see more, more of you.

And we pray, too, for wisdom for the leaders as we meet on Thursday evening for deacons and
elders meeting. Pray that you give us wisdom as we plan and look ahead. And, yeah, we thank you
for all those who are serving in this way.

And, Lord, we want to pray for our mission partners, Mark and Andrea Hodgkin, featured in this
week's broadcast magazine. We pray particularly for Mark as he awaits medical treatment before
returning to Bardai in northern Chad.

[47:17] But, Lord, many of us, our minds will be turned to our world,
which is so unstable with violence and warfare. And we pray for world

| eaders that they woul d know suprenme wi sdom and seek peace.

But we pray particularly for those that we know and that we're aware of who their heritage is in Iran.
And for many, their family is still there or they know folk who are in Iran and other parts of the
Middle East, which is so uncertain and unstable at this time.

And we just pray for a peace, Lord, for their individual lives but also for their families. And pray for
protection. And, yeah, help us as a fellowship here and for those that we meet to be wise and gentle
in the things that we say and do.

Help us to be your hands and feet at this time. And, Lord, we do seek you for the healing and
transformation of High Wycombe, our nation and the wider world.

And remain open to the leading of your Holy Spirit and follow his prompting. And we pray for us to
increase our trust and dependence upon your word and its truth and lean less on our own
understanding.

[48: 25] W pray for Andy as he preaches this norning and for our life
groups as we follow up on your word and teaching. And as Andy | ust

prayed, we pray for wisdomin the use of our noney, our hones, our wealth
and material goods individually, as a church and as a nation, and for us
as we listen and respond to your word.

We pray that we would be obedient to your command. In John 13, 34, it says, Love one another as |
have loved you, so you must love one another. By this, everyone will know that you are my
disciples if you love one another.

We bring all these prayers to you, our Lord and Saviour. Amen. Amen. Thank you so much,
Anthony, for leading us in prayer.

Now as we prepare to hear from God's word, we're going to sing again. As the musicians lead us,
we're going to sing, You Were the Word at the Beginning. What a beautiful name. Please would you
stand, if you're able, as we sing together.
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Amen. You were the Word at the Beginning.
[49:46] One with God, the Lord Mdst Hi gh. Wat a beautiful nane.

What a beautiful name it is. What a beautiful name it is. The name of Jesus Christ, my King.
What a beautiful name it is. Nothing compares to this. What a beautiful name it is.

The name of Jesus. Jesus Christ, my King.

What a wonderful name it is. What a wonderful name it is. The name of Jesus Christ, my King.
[51:19] What a wonderful nane it is. Nothing conpares to this. Wat a
wonderful nane it is.

The name of Jesus. What a wonderful name it is. The name of Jesus Christ, my King. The name of
Jesus Christ, my King.

The name of Jesus Christ, my King. guitar solo guitar solo

Now and forever, God, you raise Yours is the kingdom Yours is the glory Yours is the name Above
all names What a powerful name it is What a powerful name it is The name of Jesus Christ my dear
What a powerful name it is Nothing can stand with this What a powerful name it is The name of
Jesus Cause you and the rival You and the weak Now and forever, God, you raise Yours is the
kingdom

Yours is the glory Yours is the name What a powerful name What a powerful name it is What a
powerful name it is The name of Jesus Christ my dear What a powerful name it is Nothing can
stand against What a powerful name it is The name of Jesus What a powerful name it is The name
of Jesus What a powerful name it is The name of Jesus Amen Do you please sit down for our Bible
reading?

[54:48] This norning's Bible reading is from Ronans Chapter 8 Verses 18
to 39 If you want it in the pew Bibles That's on page 1135 | consi der that
our present sufferings Are not worth conmparing Wth the glory that wll

be revealed in us For the creation waits in eager expectation For the
children of God to be reveal ed For the creation was subjected to
frustration Not by its own choice But by the will of one who subjected it
In hope that the creation itself WIIl be liberated fromits bondage to
decay And brought into the freedomand glory O the children of God W
know t hat the whol e creation Has been groaning As in the pains of
childbirth Right up to the present tinme

Not only so But we ourselves Who have the first fruits of the Spirit Grown inwardly As we wait
eagerly for our adoption to sonship And the redemption of our bodies For in this hope we were
saved But hope that is seen Is no hope at all Who hopes for what they already have?

But if we hope for what we do not yet have We wait for it patiently In the same way The Spirit helps
us in our weakness We do not know what we ought to pray for But the Spirit himself intercedes for
us Through wordless groans And he who searches our hearts Knows the mind of the Spirit
Because the Spirit intercedes for God's people In accordance with the will of God And we know that
in all things God works for the good of those who love him Who have been called according to his
purpose For those God foreknew He also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son That
he might be the firstborn among many brothers and sisters And those he predestined He also called
Those he called He also justified Those he justified He also glorified What then shall we say In
response to these things?

If God is for us Who can be against us? He who did not spare his own Son But gave him up for us
all How will he not also Along with him Graciously give us all things?

Who will bring any charge Against those whom God has chosen? It is God who justifies Who then is
the one who condemns?

[57:35] No one Christ Jesus who died More than that Who was raised to

life Is at the right hand of God And is also interceding for us Wo shall
separate us fromthe love of Christ?

Shall trouble or hardship Or persecution Or famine or nakedness Or danger or sword? As it is
written For your sake We face death All day long We are considered As sheep to be slaughtered
No In all these things We are more than conquerors Through him who loved us For | am convinced
That neither death Nor life Neither angels Nor demons Neither the present Nor the future Nor any
powers Neither height Nor depth Nor anything else In all creation Will be able to separate us From
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the love of God That is in Christ Jesus Our Lord This is the word of the Lord Thanks so much Thank
you Let's pray together Father as we come Before you this morning God | pray

That you will speak That you will meet us Right where we are Right in this place And that you will
minister To our hearts To our lives Of the hope That only you can bring In your name We pray
Amen Good morning Again And so Yeah for those Who do not know Who | am My name is Andy
I'm one of the The team here At Union And | was working out The other day That on Wednesday It
will be A year Since | first Set foot In the hub And | began My interview process To be where | am
Right now And a lot Has happened In that year A lot of which | am very very thankful To God for
Now this week We're taking a break From our current Sermon series In 1 Corinthians And instead
We've got a chance To tackle

Another big question The questions Of life That we've been Having a little bit Of a look at And this
morning We're probably Looking at one Of the biggies One of the real Real big ones Probably one
That pretty much Every human being Either has Or will Ask at some time In their life So as we begin
To come to This big question This morning | want to ask you As in some Moment of your life When
something Happened Something painful Something unfair Something you would Have never
chosen And have you found Yourself asking The question Perhaps quietly Perhaps angrily Perhaps
just for The kind of weary Dazed confusion Why?

Why did that happen? Where are you God? And if you're there God Why didn't you stop it? Maybe
that question Has haunted you For years Maybe it's brought You here today Maybe it's why You
turned your back On your Christian faith For a time Maybe it's a question That stores you From
even Starting That journey Why does God Allow our suffering?

[ 61: 20] Because sooner or later Suffering finds Every single One of us
We're not Inmune to it For sone of us This is sinply A philosophical
Question for the norning But for others It's painfully Personal A

di agnosis You didn't expect A relationship That coll apsed Anxi ety That
won't lift Gief That feels like It swall ows you Wol e Every single Day
And when that happens The question Stops being theoretical And instead It
beconmes a cry God Where are you In all of this?

And today | want to explore That question Honestly Not with cliches Not with easy answers But with
humility And above all Hope Because the Christian faith Perhaps surprisingly To those outside of it
Is actually full Of raw honesty When it comes To this whole area Of suffering We only have to check
out The pages Of the Bible To see that Very Very clearly The book of Psalms Reads at times Like a
cry of desperation The prophet Jeremiah Argued directly With God About it Job A man described
As blameless Lost everything And spent most Of his book Demanding answers From heaven And
then in the New Testament When Jesus arrives At the tomb Of his friend Lazarus And he sees
Lazarus His sister Weeping The shortest Verse In the entire Bible Tells us this

That Jesus Wept Not Jesus Immediately Explained Why Lazarus Had died Not Jesus Reminded
them That this was All part Of the plan All along He wept He entered The grief He let It matter And
these Are just a few Examples In scripture So this morning | want to say To anyone here Who is
hurting Your tears And your questions Are not A sign That faith Is absent They may They may be
The most Honest And real Thing In the room And they Belong Here So when we Actually begin To
break down The question | think there Are a few Different kinds Of suffering That we're Really
asking About And they need A different Conversation The suffering Caused by Human beings We
have war We have cruelty We have abuse Neglect Injustice To name a few And then there Is what
we Often call

Natural Suffering Disease Disaster Accidents The losses That seem To come From nowhere
Starting with The first kind When human Beings Cause harm Most thoughtful People Whether you
Have a faith Or not Accept things Along the lines Of that in Order for love To be real It must be
Freely chosen A world In which people Were programmed To be kind Incapable Of harm Made To
love Would simply Be a world Full of puppets And robots But surely God could still Stop it Override
it Step in Right The Christian Understanding is That God Gave humanity Real freedom Not a
loophole Or a design Floor But as the Very thing That makes Love possible In the first Place We're
made In the image Of God A God Who is love And as Beings With the Capacity To love We must
Have free Will To choose To love Otherwise It's not Love Is it The heartbreak Is that This very
Freedom And free Will To choose To love Can also Choose hate And evil Which can Produce
Genuine Suffering God God Doesn't Override It Because Overriding Freedom And free Will Would
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dissolve That humanity That has been Made That doesn't Make this Kind of Suffering Any less
Devastating But it Does place The origin In a different Place Than the Divine!

[ 65: 35] But what About the Second Kind The cancer That arrives Wt hout
war ni ng The earthquake That wi ped Qut a Community The child Bored into
Terrible Illness This Is harder And this Murning W' re not Pretending
That it Isn't And | Think the Honest Answer |s W don't Have A neat And
tidy Answer For why God Pernits This kind OF Suffering At times Even In a
Fallen World We could Link a Large Part of It To the Fallen Nature O
Humanity And Qur Inperfect Wrld W al so Know That soneti nes He does
Answer Qur Prayers But then Sonetines It seens Like he Doesn't And we End
up Being left Wth half Answers And even More Questions If only W could
Put God Into a Box And it Wuld all Then nake Sense But the Reality Is if
we Do that He ceases To beconme God So we're Left with The questions And
the Need to Trust In a God W know

Is good He's Proved It time And time Again Hilary Scott From the Band Lady Annabella Wrote a
Song a Few years Ago Describing Some of The pain That she Had And the Grief That she Was
struggling With something And the Song echoes These thoughts That we've Just been Thinking
About She sings With these Very raw And powerful Words | know You're Good But this Don't feel
Good Right now | know You think Of things | could Never Think about It's Hard to Count it All joy
Distracted By the Noise Just trying To make Sense Of all Your Promises Sometimes I've got To
stop Remember That you're God And | Am not So Thy Will Be Done The good News is That God
Doesn't leave It there With our Questions And the Trusting Despite Moments We just Can't Fathom
But wish We could And here Is where

We find Something Surprising The Christian Faith Might not Offer us A neat And tidy Complete
Philosophical Escape From certain Types Of suffering But what It does Offer though Is something
Much More Radical It offers Us a God Who Entered It The big Claim From Christianity Here is That
we Don't Have a God Who Watches From a Safe Distance And has A spreadsheet To explain
Everything One day The big Claim Is that God The creator Of the Universe Became Human
Stepped Into Our World Was Born Into Poverty Lived Amongst The Marginalized Was Betrayed
Abandoned Tortured And killed And then On that Cross Jesus Cried Out What Many Of us Have
Also Felt My God My God Why Have You Forsaken Me Let Sit With You For A Moment The Man
On the Cross That We See Here Is

Not Distant From Human Suffering He Is Right Bang In The Center Of It To And To! To! To! To! To!
Tolikk just close, but he understands because he's been there. Imagine holding a 10 kg weight.
For a few minutes, it's fine. Even longer, maybe. Hold it for 10 hours or more, and it feels
impossible. It becomes agony. Pain doesn't just hurt. It wears us down at times. God never says,
it's not that bad. He says, | see it. | understand it. | enter into it.

[69:46] Christianity doesn't give us an arnthair theory of suffering. It
gives us a God with scars. Qur passage this norning from Ronans 8 is one
of those scriptures that gives the clearest and ki ndest wi ndow into God's
heart for sufferers. And in verse 18, we read that suffering is real but
not final. Paul doesn't dismss pain. After all, he's a man who really
knows what it's like to suffer. But you see, notice here that he calls it
present sufferings. Scripture validates our tears, but it also tells us
that it's not the whole story. There is a future glory that will eclipse
every single sorrow. |f you've ever seen a painting in dull light, it

| ooks kind of flat. But as soon as the gallery lights are turned on, the
colors blaze with depth. Suffering can di mour vision too.

Paul lifts the lights of glory here. The coming world where every broken thing is mended, every tear
wiped away. And our resurrected bodies are free from decay. He isn't saying suffering is small, but
he's saying that glory is infinitely larger. It's okay though to say that this hurts. Because faith doesn't
deny pain. Faith defies despair by looking to the promised future. Paul then goes on to describe
three groans. As I've got older, | think God is equipping me more and more with spiritual gifts in this
whole area of groaning. Creation groans, it says in verse 22. The world is beautiful yet broken.
Earthquakes, cancers, conflicts. Creation is off key, longing to be set right. We groan, as it says in
verse 23. We long for redemption, especially the redemption of our bodies. We feel it literally in our
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bones. This is not how it's meant to be. And hope groans, verses 24 and 25. Christian hope is not a
fragile wish. It's confidence anchored in God's promises. We wait, not passively, but expectantly.

I mean, imagine a skilled pianist at a piano playing, but imagine also that that piano is slightly out of
tune. The melody is kind of recognizable, but the sound makes you wince. That's our world.
Beautiful, yes, but misaligned. The promise? One day that divine tuner will set all things right.

[ 72: 36] Because our suffering exists in a broken world, as we've said,

not the world that God created. And in verses 20 to 22, we hear that
creation was subjected to frustration. Watch the news for five mnutes.

Scroll social media for 10, if you dare. Look honestly into your own hearts for 30 seconds.
Something's wrong. The Bible says the same thing. And in the book of Genesis, the world begins
good, beautiful, ordered, flourishing. Suffering isn't original. It isn't God's design. But humanity turns
from God, and that turning fractures everything. Relationships, creation, even our own inner lives.
And it's a bit like when we hold up that cracked mirror. It still reflects the image, but it's distorted.
This is our world today, still reflecting beauty, still reflecting God, but it's fractured.

And scripture gives us this realistic worldview of what is happening. The world is broken. People are
broken. Systems are broken. Even creation, as we've said, is groaning. Suffering is not God's plan.
It is a symptom of the world needing that redemption, needing that restoration. And in verses 28 to
30, we then read that God works all things for good. And we know that in all things, God works for
the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose. It's a well-quoted
verse of encouragement, isn't it?

It's not a promise that everything that happens is good. It's a promise that God works in everything,
even the hard and the unfair, even the hard and the unfair, for the ultimate good of his people.

[ 74: 28] Which we can understand to a point, can't we? As we know he has a
bi gger perspective and can bring about good fromthe pain and the
suffering that we endure. And after a period of tine, we can have

hi ndsi ght and | ook back on situations that we've gone through. And we can
see that God has brought good about. But tell that to soneone in the
mdst of a hellish reality. To sinply say, just see God's perspective. O
you'll understand in the end, doesn't quite cut it, does it? The NIV
footnotes give a hel pful translation alternative that | think hel ps us
here. It not only translates well fromthe original |anguage the Bible

| anguage the Bible was witten in, but it also fits nobre consistently
with what the rest of Scripture teaches. It says this, in all things, God
wor ks together with those who I ove himto bring about what is good.
Understood this way, this verse is not saying that all things that happen
are good. If only we could see thema certain way or from CGod's

per spective, nmany of the things that happen to people are horrible,

pai nful, frustrating, and often it feels meaningless. The Bible tells us
that there are many things in this world that grieve and anger God.
Therefore, we're not to sit passively by whilst God does his thing,

hopi ng that one day he nmight be able to turn around the situation. God
instead calls us to work in partnership with him responding to suffering
and pain in a way that can ultimately bring good to others and to the
worl d around us. W can't change what ni ght happen to us, but we can,
with God's hel p and power, bring about real change in this broken world.
W may never get over the pain we've experienced in our lives, but we can
still bring about good in this world by bringing hope, by touching |ives,
and by bringing about that change and restoration despite ourselves. What
ultimately is that good? Confornmity to Christ, as we see in verse 29.
God's agenda is not just to walk with us, it's to nake us |ike Jesus,

full of love, courage, holiness, and hope. God has entered our suffering
in Jesus. At the cross, God suffers for us and with us.

The worst evil, the crucifixion of the innocent son of God became the greatest good, our salvation.
The cross is not an explanation for every pain, but it is evidence that God can be trusted in every
pain.
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Death could not hold you. The veil tore before you. You silenced the boast of sin and grave. We've
just sung the words. God also meets us in suffering. We are never alone. The Spirit helps us in our
weakness, we're told, in verse 26. We read of two astonishing promises here as well. The Spirit
prays for us when we don't know what to pray, and Christ intercedes for us at the Father's side. We
are loved by a God who prays for us, who stands with us, who holds us, who carries us. A child
stumbling on a rocky path doesn't just need to understand geology. He just needs his Father's
arms. God doesn't always give explanations, but he always gives himself. As Christians, we don't
walk around suffering, but we go through it with the one who has already walked the worst of roads
for us. And we also learn that nothing can separate us from Christ's love. As we focus in on verses
31 to 39, Paul piles in the questions here. If God is for us, who can be against us? Who will bring
any charge? Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? He lists the fiercest of enemies, trouble,
hardship, persecution, famine, nakedness, danger, sword. And then he declares, in all these things,
we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. Not because we're strong, but because
his love will not let go.

Many of you know that I'm a big Liverpool football fan, and I'm about to have the booze, I'm pretty
sure. And the well-known anthem is, You'll Never Walk Alone. It's a song that speaks of hope as we
go through the storm together. And | hope that there will be an end to the storm. So, walk on. How
can you know this love of God? How can we know he is close through it? How can we know this
hope through the storm?

Again, we look to the cross. He who did not spare his own son, but gave him up for us all. We read
in verse 32. And also in that very, very well-known verse, John 3, 16, we hear of a God who so
loved the world that he smiled. No, he didn't. That he kind of said, oh, it'd be okay. No, he didn't.
[80:14] W see the words for God so |oved the world that he gave. God has
given his greatest gift for every single one of us. He won't abandon us
in our present pain.

The cross says your suffering will not have the last word. Christ will. At the end of the storm, there's
a golden sky. Your grip may weaken, but his never will. And then we read that God's story ends, not
with suffering, but with glory. Verse 18, the glory that will be revealed. And verse 21, freedom from
decay. The Bible does not end with medical charts. Tombstones are heartbreak.

It ends with no more death, no more tears, no more pain, no more brokenness, a new creation and
resurrection life. That doesn't just mend the world, it remakes it. Christianity offers hope, not just for
coping with suffering, but for a future where suffering is defeated forever.

Where are you, God? Why do you allow suffering? We may not receive the full explanation that we
want for every aspect that we go through in our lives with a neat and concise, pretty bow around fit,
this side of eternity. But Christianity offers three anchors for us. This world is broken, but not
abandoned. God does not stand distant. He suffers with us. Pain is real, but it is not, | repeat, not
final.

And at the center of it all stands Jesus Christ, not explaining the way suffering, but bearing it,
transforming it, and promising that one day it will end. If you know what this God of love looks like,
look at Jesus. And what do we see? We see a man who weeps at a graveside, a man who touches
lepers, a man who confronts injustice, a man who suffers betrayal, a man who is executed though
innocent.

[82:42] Christianity's answer to suffering is not a sinple theory, it's
the cross. And if God can bring redenption out of the cross, then
suffering is not beyond his ability to transform That doesn't mnean that
every tragedy has that tidy explanation, but it nmeans that suffering does
not have the last word. And if you're in pain today, sit with that

guesti on of where are you God, and be pointed to a God who draws near to

t he broken hearted. And sonetines in the darkest of nights, that nearness
i s enough. Let's pray.

Father, as we come before you, Father, as we reflect on these words, as we tackle this enormous
guestion that we face in our lives, Father, | pray that we can come before you honestly.

If today we're battling depression or grieving someone that we love, or quietly we're just exhausted,
if we're angry at God, let's have that opportunity today to pray those tears.

And have the Spirit intercede for us. Let's anchor our hope in that future glory. Let's lean into each
other as family.
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We don't suffer alone. We carry one another's burdens. And let's participate in God's goodness.
[84:33] Even a small act, a prayer, neal, a note, a visit, becones a
thread of grace God uses in soneone's story.

Let's fix our eyes on the cross daily. The cross is God's pledge. | love you. | am with you.

| will finish what | started. Father, for those in the thick of pain, hold them. For those who are numb
this morning, bring your warmth, | pray.

For those who cannot pray, carry them. Reminders that your cross shows us your love. The Spirit
shows us your presence. And the resurrection shows our future.

Help us to say with Paul this morning that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither
the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation
will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

[85:47] Aren. We're going to respond now in these incredi ble words of the
song, Living Hope.

A song that again speaks of a God who steps into our world, steps into our circumstances to bring
us that living hope. So as we sing this, let's be reminded of that this morning.

Let's stand together. Amen. Amen. How great the chasm that lay between us, how high the
mountain | could not climb, In desperation, | turned to heaven And spoke your name Into the night
Then through the darkness Your loving kindness Toil through the shadows

Of my soul The work is finished The end is written Jesus Christ, my living hope Who could imagine
So great a mercy What heart can | love Such boundless grace The God of ages Set down from
glory To earn my sin To earn my sin And bear my shame The cross has spoken | am forgiven The
King of kings

Calls me a time Beautiful Savior | am yours forever Jesus Christ, my living hope Hallelujah Praise
the one who set me free Hallelujah Death has lost his grip on me You have broken every chain That
salvation in your name That salvation in your name Jesus Christ, my living hope Hallelujah
Hallelujah Praise the one who set me free Hallelujah Death has lost his grip on me

[89:18] You have broken every chain That salvation in your name Jesus
Christ, my living hope Jesus Christ, nmy living hope Then cane the norning
That seal ed the prom se Your deadly body Began to breathe Qut of the
silence Qut of the silence The roaring lion Deep-led the grave Deep-led
the grave Has no flame on me Then came the norning That seal ed the

prom se Your very body Your very body Your very body Began to breathe Qut
of the silence The roaring lion He fled away

He fled away Has no flame on me Jesus, your living hope Jesus is the victory And hallelujah Praise
the one who set me free free. Hallelujah.

Death has lost his grip on me. You have broken every chain. There's salvation in your name. Jesus
Christ finally behold.

Hallelujah. Praise the one who set me free. Hallelujah. Death has lost its grip on me.

You have broken every chain. There's salvation in your name. Jesus Christ my living home.
[91:33] Jesus Christ ny living hone. Oh God you are ny |living hone.

Let's just pause and reflect on that hope that we've been reminded of as and his preach.

That, despite the reality of pain and suffering that we all go through at some point, and some of us
are very much going through that right now, that we have a hope that God can use our present
suffering according to his purposes.

We may not understand now, but also that God has a plan and there is an end.

And because of Jesus, we can look forward to the end point, our eternal future with you where there
is no more pain and no more suffering.

[93: 01] And every tear will be w ped away. And everything bad will becone
untrue. We thank you for that prom se, Lord.

Draw us closer and closer to your presence so that we would know not necessarily the answers to
the difficult questions because we know we have to trust that to you who are sovereign over
everything.

but that we would know that you are good and that you are with us in our suffering. I'm going to say
a final prayer of blessing before we finish.
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Father God, we thank you for your promise that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons,
neither the present nor the future nor any powers, neither height nor depth nor anything else in
creation will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Bless us by your spirit with an assurance of that truth through every situation we face in Jesus'
name. Amen.

[94:27] Do please sit down. As we finish up, thank you for joining us
today. 1'd just like to offer you an opportunity to pray with soneone.

Andy's message and what we've been reflecting on may have kind of just stirred up thoughts,
feelings, emotions and I'm grateful that we've been reminded that being in God's presence, being in
church, being in this family is not a place where we just kind of pretend like everything's okay but
we can be real about pain and suffering and we can bring that to God who draws near to the broken
heart and as we close the service now there's an opportunity Anthony and Miriam are going to be
available.

They're going to be on my right on the back left by the first pillar here that's on the back left of the
chapel. They're able to pray with anyone who'd like to just pray through or talk through anything that
you're going through right now.

If you are sitting in that area if you'd like to pray please stay there if not if you can move to another
place come and get tea and coffee that'd be great just to create a bit of space so please do head to
that area and they would love to pray with you.

Anyone else with a lanyard like this or a praying hands bag we'd also love to pray with you as we
have coffee. So coffee and tea will be in the welcome area and through the back that way as well.
[95:50] If you've got children please collect your children first and
then come and join us for refreshments. God bl ess you and we hope to see
you this evening. Take care. God bless you. God bl ess you. God bl ess you.

I God bless you.
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