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[ 0: 00] that my God is my rock in whom | take refuge, my shield and the horn of my salvation, my
stronghold.

| call to the Lord who is worthy of praise and | have been saved from my enemies. He reached
down from on high and took hold of me. He drew me out of deep waters.

He rescued me from my powerful enemy, from my foes who were too strong for me. They
confronted me in the day of my disaster, but the Lord was my support.

He brought me out into a spacious place. He rescued me because he delighted in me. The Lord
lives. Praise be to my rock. Exalted be my Saviour.

Can we all say Amen to that? Amen. Father, you can take a seat. Father, we thank you for the
privilege that it is to come to you directly.

[ 1: 13] We place our burdens, cares, worries, brokenness at the foot of the cross. Fill our hearts
once again with the love and peace that surpasses all understanding.

Thank you that you lifted us from the depths and now we soar on wings like eagles. Although we
may not always know or see your purposes, we know that you are a good, good Father.

Receive our worship this morning. Amen. We're going to start this morning off with a time of some
worship.

We're going to invite... Oh, they're already here. Hello. We're going to start with an action song.
Judy loved an action song.

Whenever | was leading an all-age service and we had action songs, Judy would always say things
like, let me need a hit more of that, please. A bit more joy, please.

[ 2: 22] Can we do that faster? So, what's going to happen this morning is we're going to sing
Wide, Long, High and Deep. And we're going to do a little bit of a charade, okay? The band will start
playing at a comfortable pace and then | will stop them.

And then we'll say, that was good, and then we're going to do it faster. Lynn is really looking forward
to this. I think it was exclusively her idea. So, may you please stand and we're going to sing Wide,
Long, High and Deep.

Okay. Wide and long and high and deep.

Wide and long and high and deep. Wide and long and high and deep. It's the love of Jesus. Wide
and long and high and deep.

Wide and long and high and deep. Wide and long and high and deep. It's the love of Jesus. But like
| said, we're now going to do it with more joy.

[ 3: 37] And we're going to do it faster. So, we need a lovely, loud volume from you lot. And good
luck. Thank you.EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEESSSSSEEEEEEEEESEEESEEEEEEEEEER
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEERE
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEERE
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEERE
mm |ove of Jesus Christ.

And we pray that we will know this love and | pray that he will go in love and | pray that he will be
filled up with the Spirit and God.

And we pray that it is the love of Jesus through them .

And | pray that you would know this love. And | pray that you would grow in love.

And | pray that you would be filled up with the spirit of God.

[ 5: 40] Wide and long and high and deep. It's the love of Jesus.

Wide and long and high and deep.
It's the love of Jesus. It's the love of Jesus. It's the love of Jesus. Amen.
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Wasn't that fun? We're going to continue in worship. Lord, Father, we thank you so much that your
love, your grace and your mercy is so unbelievably huge.

It's beyond our comprehension. And it seems to expand meeting our needs in whatever our
circumstances. Let's continue now in praise and worship.

[ 6: 50] Let's pray.

The grace of God has reached for me and pulled me from the waiting sea.
And | am saved, O the solid world, the Lord is my salvation.

| will not fear in darkness first. His strength will help me sail these walls.

I'll see the dawn of the rising sun. The Lord is my salvation.

[ 8:17] Who is like the Lord of God, sworn to save faith?

Who in love my death is made? And the victory won't. The Lord is my salvation.

My hope is filled in the light. He flows each promise of His word.

When winds are fades, | know strength will come. The Lord is my salvation.

The Lord is my salvation. Who is the Lord of God, sung to save faith?

[ 9: 25] | am saved, | know strength will come. My death is made from the victory won. The Lord is
my salvation.

In times of waste, | know strength will come. In times of waste, it's times of need.
When | know loss, when | am weak. | know His grace will renew these days.
The Lord is my salvation. Who is like the Lord of God, sung to save faith?

And with God, through the Lord of God, will not leave me in the grave.

[ 10: 52] But I will rise, you will only go. Your Lord is my salvation.

Who is like the Lord, and | will song to say, faithful in love.

My dead is made, and victory won. Your Lord is my salvation.
Glory be to God the Father. Glory be to God the Son.

Glory be to God the Spirit. The Lord is our salvation.

[ 11: 58] Glory be to God the Father. Glory be to God the Son.

Glory be to God the Spirit. The Lord is our salvation.

Glory be to God the Son. The Lord is our salvation. The Lord is our salvation.

TheR EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEESEEEEEEEEEEESESESSEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEER
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEENEEEN
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEENEEEN
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEENEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE Who
wrote the laws of space and time And fashioned those to his design The one whom angel hosts
with it Hark the stars like chandeliers Numbered every grain of sand Knows the heart of every man
He is king forever

He is king forever He is king forever On our fortress and our strength The rock on which we can
depend But just in his majesty His power and authority Untraken by the schemes of man Never
changing praise | am Kingdoms rise and kingdoms fall He is faithful through it all Crown him king
forever

[ 14: 38] Crown him king forever Crown him king forever Come on Come on | think of immortal
flesh Forsaken by a traitor's kiss The curse of sin and centuries Witness the lonely prince of peace
Lifted high the sinless man Crucified the spotless man Buried by the sons of man Buried by the
sons of man Rested by the father's man Reign as king forever

Reign as king forever Reign as king forever The eternal God of grace We crown you in the highest
praise Heaven shouts and saints adore Your holy, holy, holy Lord What joy in everlasting life All is
love and faith in sight Justice rolls and freezes rise At the name of Jesus Christ King of kings
forever King of kings forever

King of kings forever All is love and faith in sight Hallelujah | had a few words to say at this point But
now words escape me Can people please help me out From where you're stood Can you just raise
a few quick words Of praise and adoration to our father Amen Amen Amen Amen Amen Amen
thank you for our children. We thank you for the joy and the blessing and delight that they bring.
We thank you for their leaders. Thank you for their groups and the people that will be showing them
you. Lord, Father, | pray that this morning the words spoken, the fellowship had, and the games
played, and the fun experience would all point to you. Amen.
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Right, children, off you go. Amen. Last week, we began our new series in the book of Hosea. | must
admit, it's not really a book | have turned to particularly often.

[ 19: 24] | probably read it once, and | challenged myself to read the Bible in one year, and after
that, that was probably it. | wonder, who's been challenged by the life of Hosea already?

So often | read passages like that in Hosea, and | sort of see it as purely a metaphor, which | know
in a lot of ways it is.

But | always forget sometimes there was a real person at the center of this in the life of Hosea,
called by God to share a difficult message, but also living a very difficult home life.

| doubt | would have the strength to be called to do what God called him to do. Hosea arrives at a
time of a divided kingdom.

Enemies are approaching on both the northern half of the kingdom and the southern half of the
kingdom. We've got Israel and we've got Judah. And he speaks to a people who have repeatedly
turned from God with a message that is on the one hand quite blunt, but on the other hand points to
a final redemption.

[ 20: 30] Now as we listen to the passage this morning and as Andrew brings the word to us, |
challenge you to listen out to the parallels in Hosea's life, and to that of God's people and maybe
our own lives, and to where it is all eventually pointing.

I'm going to invite David now, or someone who's going to be... Yes, he is. David. Lovely. Good. He's
been bringing a reading, and then we'll have our prayers of intercessions. Thank you.

I will punish her for the days she burned incense to the bars. She decked herself with rings and
jewellery and went after her lovers.

But me she forgot, declares the Lord. Therefore, | am now going to allure her. | will lead her into the
wilderness and speak tenderly to her. There | will give her back her vineyards.

| will make the valley of Accor a door of hope. There she will respond, as in the days of her youth,
as in the day she came up out of Egypt. In that day, declares the Lord, you will call me my husband.
[ 22: 09] You will no longer call me my master. | will remove the name of the Baals from her lips.
No longer will their names be invoked. In that day, | will make a covenant for them, with the beasts
of the field, the birds in the sky, and the creatures that move along the ground.

Bow and sword and battle, | will abolish from the land, so that all may lie down in safety. I will
betroth you to me forever. | will betroth you in righteousness and justice, in love and compassion.
I will betroth you in faithfulness, and you will acknowledge the Lord. In that day, | will respond,
declares the Lord. | will respond to the skies, and they will respond to the earth.

And the earth will respond to the grain, the new wine, and the olive oil. And they will respond to
Jezreel. | will plant her for myself in the land. | will show my love to the one | called, not my loved
one.

| will say to those called people, not my people. You are my people. And they will say, you are my
God. Then the Lord said to me, Go, show your love to your wife again, though she is loved by
another man and is an adulteress.

[ 23: 27] Love her as the Lord loves the Israelites, though they turned to other gods and loved the
sacred raisin cakes. So | bought her for 15 shekels of silver and about a homer and a lethic of
barley.

Then I told her, you are to live with me for many days. You must not be a prostitute or be intimate
with any man, and | will behave the same way to you. The Israelites will live for many days without
king or prince, without sacrifice or sacred stones, without ephod or household gods.

Afterwards, the Israelites will return and seek the Lord their God and David their king. They will
come trembling to the Lord and to his blessings in the last days.

Amen. We're now just going to have a time of prayer.

So let us pray. Dear Lord God, we praise you that you are love. We praise you that you are our
creator, our sustainer, our father.

[ 24: 58] Father, we praise you that you are all-knowing, all-powerful, in control of this world and
every power around and beyond it.

We praise you, Lord, that your will is being done in both earth and heaven. And we thank you,
Father, that your love for us is so immense that you sacrificed your dear son so that we would have
the opportunity to become your sons and daughters.
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and live with the certain hope of eternal life with you. So forgive us, Lord, that we have so often
failed to accept the love you offer and live obedient to your commands and direction for our lives.
Forgive us, Lord, for our repeated disbelief, inaction, and disobediences. Forgive us, Lord, for not
living in the freedom and fullness offered by your grace and love.

O Lord, help us to allow your spirit to convict, transform, and direct our lives day by day. We thank
you, Lord, for your word so freely available to us in our Bibles.

[ 26: 12] Lord, give us a desire to open your word daily and use it, Lord, to change us. And we
thank you, Lord, that you delight in listening and speaking to us.

Help us grow ever more reliant on prayer to bring us into a closer relationship with you. For, Lord,
we know that we are not promised an easy life on earth.

we are facing daily troubles, persecution, stress, illness, sorrow, grief, and pain. And you call us,
Lord, to endure these, focusing on the eternal hope we have in you.

So, particularly again today, Lord, we lift Roger, Amy, and Joanne, and we pray for your continuing
comfort, love, and hope to sustain them in the days to come.

And in the next few quiet minutes, we also, Lord, lay upon you those that you have laid upon our
hearts to pray for because there are many who are struggling.

[ 27: 31] thank you, Lord, that you hear our prayers.

Thank you, Lord, that you are sovereign. Thank you, Lord, that your will will be done. And thank
you, Lord, for your immense redeeming love for us.

Amen. Amen. Pray for Andrew as he brings his word to us.

Father, we thank you for Andrew. We thank you for the way that you've guided him and his
preparations towards this morning. Father, | pray as he opens up your word to us that your Holy
Spirit would speak through him that he would be a channel of the message that you want us to
hear.

Amen. Amen. Thank you so much, Ollie. Well, good morning, everyone. It's been great to worship
with you this morning and to continue to worship together.

[ 28: 42] It's been a big week here at Uni Baptist Church. In the midst of our sadness and our grief
at the loss of Judy, I'm thankful for the way the church has really come together in supporting each
other and particularly loving Roger and his family at this time.

| think there was a real sense of God's presence at the committal and Thanksgiving services that
we held on Friday and I'm really thankful that through our grief what was shared at those messages
sent the message to many, many people that if you enjoyed being with Judy, you're going to love
Jesus.

It was also a really encouraging time we had yesterday meeting with the life group leaders for
training and catching up with them. That was really encouraging to hear all that God is doing
through our life groups.

For the next few weeks, we're going to be having a slightly different format to our life group Bible
studies. Rather than following the sermon series, they'll be focused on disciple making. So look out
for something a little bit different in your life groups this week and we look forward to that.

So today we're looking at Hosea chapter 2 and 3. These chapters present in parallel Hosea's
message to Goma, Hosea's marriage to Goma and God's covenant relationship to his people.

[ 30: 00] Now actually, through the Old Testament, the language of marriage is used a lot to
describe the relationship between God and his people. For example, in Isaiah 54 verse 5, God is
described as husband of Israel.

For your maker is your husband. It says, the Lord Almighty is his name. The Holy One of Israel is
your Redeemer. He is called the God of all the earth. Now the Bible, when you think about it, starts
with a wedding and it ends with a wedding and marriage is a really important theme running all the
way through.

But before we get too deep exploring the idea that God is a husband, we need to cover some
basics. Now, I'm very aware that some of us here will have not had a good experience of what a
husband is.

But | want to remind ourselves of what husbands are supposed to be according to God's design. So
a key verse for us when we look at this right at the beginning of the Bible in Genesis is Genesis
1.27.

Downloaded from https://yetanothersermon.host - 2026-05-23 10:00:53



It says, So God created mankind in his own image. In the image of God, he created them. Male and
female, he created them. Now the object here is clearly plural.

[ 31: 09] God created both man and woman in his image. They're both made in the image of God.
They are equal in their being. We cannot say that one is more important than the other.

And then this verse in chapter 1 is elaborated in chapter 2, which goes into more detail about the
creation of men and women. So if we look at Genesis 2 verse 18, it says, The Lord God said, It is
not good for the man to be alone.

| will make a helper suitable for him. Now there is a difficulty here with the way this is translated into
English and the connotations it gives us. Because when | hear the word helper, it often has
connotations of somebody on a level below.

The helper being subordinate to the master. But that's not the meaning of this word in scripture. The
Hebrew word that's translated here, the Hebrew word that's translated suitable means like him.

It means matching him, corresponding to him. And the word helper, the original word in Hebrew is a
word that occurs nine times in the Old Testament. It's used twice here referring to Eve in Genesis.

[ 32: 14] In other times it's used of God being the helper of his people. So we can throw away any
ideas of this helper being lower. The person is important and indispensable in the same way that
God is to his people.

Now moving on to Genesis 2 verse 22 it says, Then the Lord God made a woman from the rib he
had taken out of the man and he brought her to the man. Now it's very interesting here that the
bone was taken from Adam's side.

It wasn't taken from Adam's head which might imply that Adam was to dominate over Eve, man
dominate over the woman. It wasn't taken from Adam's foot which might indicate that the man was
to be subordinate to the woman but from the side which I think indicates beautifully that the man
and the woman the husband and the wife are to complement each other to work side by side to
stand side by side.

In verse 23 man said she should be called woman for she was taken out of man. Now | just want to
pick up on the Hebrew words here because we're going to find them useful later when we look at
Hosea.

The word for husband here is ish the Hebrew word ish and the word for wife or woman is ish shah.
Now in Genesis 2 verse 24 the next verse we have what's known as the marriage mandate.

[ 33: 32] That is why a man leaves his father and mother and is united to his wife and they become
one flesh. So the mandate is one man joined to one woman united as one flesh.

That's what we understand as the biblical definition of marriage. So imagine as God says this to
Adam and Adam says to God what's a father and mother? And God says well go ahead you'll find
out.

So we see that men and women are created equal in status. They're both made in the image of
God but they're made to complement one another. And | believe that the Bible shows us that men
and women have different roles in marriage.

In a nutshell that's God's intention for marriage and how he intended it to be. But unfortunately sin
entered the world and the reality of marriage in the broken world was somewhat different from what
God had intended.

After Adam and Eve had sinned there was a curse on their relationship. So Genesis 3 verse 16
Your desire will be for your husband and he will rule over you.

[ 34: 37] Now here the word desire is not a very positive word it implies longing and craving and
ungodly lust for power and control. And the rule of the husband is also not a very positive word it
implies the husband dominating and wielding power over his wife.

In other words the result of the fall is conflict between the sexes. Now this verse has been
misquoted many times as a justification for husbands to mistreat their wives and for wives to not
love and respect their husbands.

But you've got to look at the context here. This is not prescriptive it's descriptive. This is not God's
design for how it's supposed to be. This describes the outcome of mankind's sin in our
relationships.

And the pattern throughout history is that men have often not fulfilled their roles of being husbands
who lovingly serve their wives protecting and providing for them. And us men tend to end up going
for two extremes.
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One is to hold back and not provide or protect being a bit of a passive wimp. The other is to go to
the other extreme and to dominate or lord it over our wives. But in order to understand God's
intentions for his relationships with us we need to hold on to his intentions for husband Ish to
provide loving leadership to serve provide and protect our wives.

[ 36: 03] So we see throughout the Bible and through the history of Israel that God is a husband
Ish to his people in the sense of being a loving leader serving providing and protecting.

God's love for his people was the pattern for Ish for what every husband should be. But how did
Israel respond to God the loving husband? Well after God brought out Israel from slavery in Egypt
they arrived at Sinai the mountain in the desert and God established the law with his people who
were led by Moses and this was like God confirming his covenant with his people and in many ways
it was like a marriage ceremony with Moses as the minister officiating.

So in Exodus 20 verse 2 God says | am the Lord your God who brought you out of Egypt out of the
land of slavery. So at the start of the ceremony God reminds his bride what he has done for her and
then God tells his people how they are to live as his holy people within that covenant starting with
the ten commandments and then on to the other laws in Exodus 22 and 23 21 to 23 and it's very
significant that the first and second of the ten commandments are about not having any other gods
and not making idols and after reading the law which was like the vows of a wedding ceremony in
Exodus 24 verse 3 when Moses went and told the people all the words and laws they responded
with one voice everything the Lord has said we will do.

So this is like the people saying | do in the marriage vows they're making their covenant but
unfortunately they didn't keep their vows because after that Moses went up the mountain for 40
days to get the stone tablets and the instructions for the ark of the covenant and he left Aaron and
her in charge down at the bottom but while Moses was away the people started to get a bit bored
they got a bit fed up so they melted down their gold and they made a calf an image of a calf and
they worshipped that for bringing them out of Egypt this is just days after making that special
covenant when God said | am the God who brought you up out of Egypt and here they are blatantly
violating the first and second commandment to not have any other gods and to not make idols their
violation isn't even subtle Israel breaks the covenant she's just signed even before the honeymoon
is over she is unfaithful to her husband she has committed idolatry which when you think about it is
spiritual adultery now sadly that wasn't the only time it happened actually a lot of the Old
Testament describes Israel leaving her loving serving husband and committing adultery by making
or worshipping other gods now related to all this there's something very interesting that happens
with the vocabulary that's used in the Old Testament because in Genesis when it talks about
marriage and the relationship between Adam and Eve the word for husband is ish as we saw but
Baal the name of the pagan God is also used in the Old Testament to mean husband because
when the Israelites started worshipping Baal they exchanged the Hebrew word ish which means a
loving serving husband for the Canaanite word for husband Baal which implies a tyrannical brutal
owner so actually in 90% of the Old Testament the word for husband is actually Baal not ish which it
is in Genesis now unfortunately the practice of idolatry influenced the Israelites understanding and
treatment of women worship of Baal was very closely related to prostitution and sexual abuse in
which women were often treated as mere sex objects for the

[ 39: 53] lIsraelites their exchange of their creator God for the pagan deity Baal led to the exchange
of women as an equal person made in the image of God to women being considered the property of
man so Israel became just like all the pagan nations around them and women in particular were
depreciated in their being and in their function they exchanged ish for Baal and perhaps here is the
root of chauvinism machismo sexism misogyny and domestic abuse which is such a problem all
over the world today but within this grim reality God raised up Hosea the prophet and Hosea spoke
to a society in which the biblical concept of hushanding has been deformed from a loving serving
faithful headship to a tyrannical dominating adulterous ownership remember from last week God
told Hosea to marry a promiscuous woman named

Goma and after getting married Goma gives birth to three children but she is unfaithful to Hosea
and leaves him now if you can turn with me to Hosea chapter 2 the bible reading that David read to
us it's on page 902 sorry page 901 we'll look at the start of Hosea chapter 2 in Hosea chapter 2
verse 2 Hosea speaks again of his wife Goma but these are also words of God to his faithless wife
Israel so the two relationships go in in parallel Hosea with Goma and God with Israel so Hosea
chapter 2 verse 2 rebuke your mother rebuke her for she is not my wife and | am not her husband
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let her remove the adulterous look from her face and the unfaithfulness from between her breasts
and if you continue to read from verse 2 to verse 13 Hosea and God speak as one about the
faithlessness of their wives and the judgment coming upon them in verses 5 to 13 we see the
tragedy of Israel firstly God wants her to be his husband he wants to be her husband but she is like
a prostitute going after other gods secondly all she has she has received from her true husband but
she thinks she's getting it from the

Baals and thirdly God is angry with this behaviour and it deserves to be punished now just like in
chapter 1 that we saw last week we painted a grim picture but there is a ray of hope and God tells
Hosea in chapter 3 verse 1 go show your love to your wife again though she is loved by another
man and is an adulteress love her as the Lord loves the Israelites though they turn to other gods
this is an amazing picture of God's love Hosea is to love his wife even though she is prostituting
herself Hosea is to love this prostitute as God loves the Israelites how does God demonstrate such
love well the answer is found in chapter 2 verse 14 to 23 this is a passage that John Piper calls one
of the most beautiful love songs in the Bible so verse 14 of chapter 2 therefore | am now going to
allure her | will lead her into the wilderness and speak tenderly to her there | will give her back her
vineyards and will make the value of a door of hope there she will respond as in the days of her
youth as in the days she came up out of

Egypt so as Hosea caught Scoma this demonstrates God's tender treatment of his people it says
he's going to woo her tenderly he takes his wife back to the place where they first fell in love now if
you're in or have been in a long term relationship you may well remember with affection the place
that you fell in love in my case it was the geography corridor at Bishop Rheindorf school in Guildford
sadly it no longer exists God God and his people had entered a covenant relationship at Sinai in the
wilderness that's what it's referring to here this was not only the place where God's covenant
relationship with Israel had begun it was also the place where he so clearly and obviously provided
for his people during that time in the wilderness but | want us to look at verse 16 which is
particularly significant given what we've been discovering about the vocabulary of husband in the
Old Testament so verse 16 in that day declares the Lord you will call me my husband you will no
longer call me my master now if you've got very good eyesight you'll notice that on verse 16 there's
a footnote in our

Bibles a little d and at the bottom it says Hebrew Baal so what it's saying is that in that day you will
call me my husband the word there is ish you will no longer call me my master which is Baal you will
call me ish you will no longer call me Baal so remember in Hebrew the original word for husband is
ish the word for master is Baal from the Canaanite language the name of God will be restored he
will once again be called ish God says you will call me ish not Baal and in the wider sense God is
saying when | complete my restoration marriage will be between ish and ish between a loving
protecting providing serving husband and his perfect counterpart both of them made in the image of
God now in verse 19 and 20 God is going to renew his wife's betrothal and consummate the
marriage again in purity and it says there three times

[ 45: 53] I'll betroth you I'll betroth you I'll betroth you this is used for emphasis in the original
Hebrew script they didn't have bold text they didn't underline things they didn't have italics so to
emphasize things it would be repeated so he's emphasizing | will betroth you God is saying we'll go
back to the days of our engagement we will start over and the most daring statement of all is the
last one in verse 20 and you shall acknowledge the Lord as it's translated here it's the Hebrew word
for know which is used in many other places in Genesis 4 verse 1 it's the same word where it says
Adam knew Eve his wife and she conceived and bore Cain you can see it's a very intimate kind of
knowledge it's talking about that to which sexual physical intimacy points a deep relationship with
God in which we know God and which we are known by God secondly even though Israel is a
prostitute

God will restore her to a state of innocence how does God redeem his bride who has sold herself to
prostitution well in chapter 3 verse 2 it says how Hosea buys back his wife so | bought her for 15
shekels of silver and about a homer and a lethek of barley a price is paid by the loving husband to
redeem his wife from another man it's not clear whether he was buying her back from a pimp or a
slave owner but this was very costly for Hosea clearly he didn't have enough cash to complete the
transaction so he paid the balance out of his harvest now when you think about what God asked
Hosea to do here as Ollie picked up on earlier you get a glimpse into what God's love for us in our
wretchedness is like she had been faithless all along and finally she had gone off with another man
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Hosea could have had her stoned under the law just like we but to be even willing to pay her new
significant other to pay him to get her back and

God was saying to Hosea get her back whatever it costs get her back and this is a picture of the
way God pays the price to buy back his people from prostitution to redeem them to redeem us to
bring us back to himself that price is the blood of his son Jesus and that transaction will be brought
to complete fulfilment when Jesus the bridegroom returns for his bride so in summary God the
loving husband sacrificially redeems and restores his unfaithful wife and this is the gospel as
revealed in the Old Testament this is the meaning of Christmas interpreted seven centuries before
Christ appeared God comes to woo us tenderly to himself he promises us hope and safety he starts
over with any who will come back to him and he offers us the most intimate and pleasure filled
relationship possible so what does this mean for all of us is as we look back over the journey of the
Israelite people it's easy for us to think well idol worship prostitution we're never going to do that but
the point is that the Israelites just got involved in the stuff that was totally normal for the surrounding
society and culture so for us we may not cast down our jewelry to make golden cows or to offer
sacrifices to pagan fertility gods but like the Israelites do we sometimes get a bit fed up of waiting
for God and try to do things our own way and do we sometimes get involved in the stuff which is
totally normal for the surrounding society but actually goes against our worship of God and in a way
do we worship the gods of the society around us that doesn't know our God you know | think
materialism can do we love money more than we should or perhaps our career and even for those
of us involved in Christian ministry | think success can easily become an idol do we want to be seen
as being successful in our ministry more than we love

God idolatry is adultery when it comes to our relationship with God but the other application here is
the pattern for marriage that we are presented with here and how we are to treat the opposite sex
are we following the pattern of the world around us in how we act as husbands and wives and men
and women rather than following God's pattern for ish and ish shah husbands do we love and
sacrificially serve our wives like God loves his people or do we actually try to shirk our
responsibilities wives do we love and serve our husbands in the way that God would want us to or
do we try to control and manipulate our husbands if we've been following the pattern of the world
around us rather than living according to God's ways then we need to repent but we have great
hope in the promises of God that through the price he paid he can restore!

[ 51: 26] us no matter how far we've gone he welcomes us back and gives us a new start a fresh
start what wonderful news that is through the price Jesus has paid to redeem us he can restore us
in our relationship with him and he can restore us in our relationships with each other let's pray
together father father god we thank you for your word to us as we've read this we acknowledge that
we have been led away from you by the culture around us we've not loved you with our whole lives
we've been unfaithful to you we've not followed your pattern for how men and women are to relate
to one another as people created equally in your image and according to the patterns for
relationships that you've given us but lord we thank you thank you for the message of

Hosea thank you that you don't treat us as we deserve thank you that you paid the price to redeem
us when we look at what Hosea went through with Goma we just think how painful must that have
been and we recognize that you went through that pain for us to redeem us and you did that out of
your love for us we're so thankful to you amen thank you Andrew today | think we need to hear
once again this truth that there is a redeemer he heard us he saw us even before we knew that we
were lost and stepped into history and gave himself for us one of my favorite passages that
resonate with us more than others comes from

Romans and it says while we were still sinners Christ paid the price for us and | love it so much we
had it at our wedding it seemed irrelevant for a wedding service | just wanted to have it in there
because why not it was my choice our choice sorry our choice as | was preparing what to say at this
point and thinking about the passage that we were looking at | got the sense that it was resonating
really deeply with me and | needed prayer for it and | thought if that's happening with me as I'm
preparing with a notepad and pen | can imagine it's true for a lot of us this morning if this message
has resonated with you and for whom | believe this message is a deep one and needed one that is
you we would love to pray for you this morning God wants to meet with you really really wants to
meet with you he hears your cries and has a love so deep and profound it's a love that expands
exponentially to accommodate whatever need there is if God has spoken to you today
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| would like to invite you to do something really brave and to come forward | believe the live stream
camera will probably be pointing in this direction and we'll have a space here if you'd like to come
for some prayer we'd be honoured to pray with you I'd like to invite members of the prayer team if
they're able to I've asked a couple of people but if there are more and there's a need for more we'll
just fill that need and we'll have more people praying let's pray Father we thank you that despite
everything that we have done and all the ways that we've walked away from you you have pursued
us relentlessly we thank you for the love and the grace born out on the cross we thank you that
throughout our history there's this pointing reminders that you are the redeemer we pray this
morning as we worship you that you would meet us speak to us your spirit minister to us we pray
there's a line from a casting crown song that says you're not alone

I'm on the throne stop holding on and just be held let us stand and we're going to come to a time of
prayer and worship and if you would like to be brave | invite you to come forward there'll be people
who will be delighted to pray with you just here let's standmm Son Precious Lamb Of God Messiah
[ 57: 05] Oh Thank you Oh my Father For giving Us your Son And Leaning Your Spirit The work
On earth Is done Jesus Precious Lamb Is here Made Above All Days Precious Lamb Of God
Messiah All

And Thank you, O my Father, for giving us your soul.

And giving your spirit to the Lord God of the Son.

When | stand in glory, | will see His taste.

Let us serve my King forever in that holy place.

[ 59: 07] Thank you, O my Father, for giving us your soul.

And giving your spirit to the Lord God of the Son.

O Lord, my rock and my redeemer.

Greatest treasure of my longing soul. My God, like you, there is no other.

True delight is found in your heart. Your grace so well to deep to further.

[ 60: 30] Your love exceeds the heavens reach. Your truth, the fount of perfect wisdom.

My highest good and my own indeed. O Lord, my rock and my redeemer.
Andthem-E-E-E-E-E-E-E-E-H-H-H-H-H-EESSSSSSESEEEEEEEEEEESEEEEEEEEEEER
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEERE
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEERE
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEER My heart when
tides of sorrow rise My joy when trials are abounding Your faithfulness, my refuge in the night O
Lord, my walk and | redeemed

Gracious Savior, have my relived love My gifts and cross that | should be In my places you suffered
and died Heroes, the raven death of conquered You brought my bonds of sin and shame Heroes,
the raven death of conquered You brought my sins of sin and shame You brought my rock and my
redeemer May all my days bring glory to your name

May all my days bring glory to your name Yeah, God, | know that often | mess up and | put other
idols before you But God, | just want to thank you that you came and you died for us And you paid
that pricely cost so that we could be in relationship with you Help us to know that Yeah, just new
and alive this morning Amen Amen Amen How great the chasm that lay between us How high the
mountain | could not find

[ 64: 16] In desperation | turned to heaven And spread your name into the night And through the
darkness Your loving kindness So through the shadows of my soul The work is finished The end is
written Jesus Christ Jesus Christ My living love Who could imagine So crazy and messy What heart
could find In such dumb space The God of the darkness

The God of ages Step down from glory To bear my sin And bear my shame The cross has spoken |
am forgiven The King of His Calls me Jesus Praise the Savior | am your forever Jesus Christ My
living love And hallelujah Praise the one who set me free Praise the one who set me free Hallelujah
Hallelujah Hallelujah Death has lost its grip on me You have broken And we take The salvation

In your name Jesus Christ My living love And hallelujah Praise the one who set me free Praise the
one who set me free Hallelujah Hallelujah Death has lost its grip on me You have broken every
chain There's salvation in your name Jesus Christ My living love Then came the morning That
sealed the promise Your buried body Began to breathe Out of the silence The roaring lion Declared
the grave
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Has no grave O came on me Then came the morning Then came the morning That sealed the
promise Your buried body It began to breathe The house of the silence The roaring lion The roaring
lion Take the one who set me free Oh, Jesus' source is the victory Hallelujah Praise the one who
set me free Hallelujah Hallelujah Death, thy sauce, it's good for me You have broken every chain
There's salvation in your name

Jesus Christ, my living hope Hallelujah There's no one who set me free Hallelujah There's no one
who set me free You have broken every chain There's salvation in your name Jesus Christ, my
living hope Jesus Christ, my living hope Oh God, you are my living hope Hallelujah Amen Please
take a seat | wonder if you felt the presence of God here this morning

[ 69: 28] The team that walk around with praying hands badges We'd love to pray with you, to
meet with you in your needs To sit with you quietly To pray for your situations And to lift prayers and
praise to our Father Before we go, there's a message | was meant to give at the beginning |
completely forgot, | do apologise There's something, | want to figure out on the screen if that's
possible I'll give it a moment, maybe not I'll do the blessing and then we'll see You may find it
helpful to lift your hands out But just Now go In the name And that deep knowledge of Christ May he
fill you with such light That you shine like a neon sign Amen Amen If there is a message

| don't know if it is | believe there was a Someone will correct me in all the details here But | believe
the Halliday's are involved Sunday the 7th 5pm for tea and then an evening service 5pm for tea and
then an evening service Missionaries in France Sorry?

Missionaries in France Yeah Missionaries in France | believe the tea will be In this building Where
food is easily accessible Bless you Have a wonderful week And please join us for fellowship Tea
and coffee and biscuits Thank you Thank you Thank you Thank you Thank you Thank you Thank
you Thank you Thank you Thank you Thank you Thank you
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