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[0:00] So the reading is in three parts. It's Ezra chapter 1 verses 1 to
8, then chapter 4 verses 1 to 5, and 4 verse 24.

In the first year of Cyrus, king of Persia, in order to fulfil the word of the Lord spoken by Jeremiah,
the Lord moved the heart of Cyrus, king of Persia, to make a proclamation throughout the realm
and also to put it in writing.

This is what Cyrus, king of Persia, says. The Lord, the God of heaven and earth, has given me all
the kingdoms of the earth, and he has appointed me to build a temple for him at Jerusalem in
Judah.

Any of his people among you may go up to Jerusalem in Judah and build the temple of the Lord, the
God of Israel, the God who is in Jerusalem, and may their God be with them.

And in any locality where survivors may now be living, the people are to provide them with silver
and gold, with goods and livestock, and with freewill offerings for the temple of God in Jerusalem.
[1:10] Then the fanmily heads of Judah and Benjami n, and the priests and
Levites, everyone whose heart God had noved, prepared to go up and build
the house of the Lord in Jerusalem

All their neighbours assisted them with articles of silver and gold, with goods and livestock, and with
valuable gifts in addition to all the freewill offerings.

Moreover, King Cyrus brought out the articles belonging to the temple of the Lord, which
Nebuchadnezzar had carried away from Jerusalem and had placed in the temple of his God. And
then chapter 4, 1-5.

When the enemies of Judah and Benjamin heard that the exiles were building a temple for the Lord,
the God of Israel, they came to Zerubbabel and to the heads of the families and said, Let us help
you build, because, like you, we seek your God and have been sacrificing to him since the time of
Esarhaddon, king of Syria, who brought us here.

But Zerubbabel, Joshua, and the rest of the heads of the families of Israel answered, You have no
part with us in building a temple to our God. We alone will build it for the Lord, the God of Israel, as
King Cyrus, the king of Persia, commanded us.

[2:38] Then the peopl es around them set out to di scourage the people of
Judah and nmake themafraid to go on building. They bribed officials to
wor k against themand frustrate their plans during the entire reign of
Cyrus, king of Persia, and down to the reign of Darius, king of Persia.

Then chapter 4, verse 24. Thus the work on the house of God in Jerusalem came to a standstill until
the second year of the reign of Darius, king of Persia. Well, it's lovely to see you all, and particularly
all the family and friends of Gus and Natasha as well.

God, it's slightly too low, Andrew. It's far too low. Let's ask God to speak to us through this unusual
word. Let's ask him to speak now.

Father, when you speak, things happen. When you spoke, the world came into being. When you
spoke, people repented and turned back to you. We pray this morning that we'd hear your voice
speaking to us and that we would have our hearts stirred and we would respond to today.

Hear our prayer in Jesus' name. Amen. Well, this is a new series for us as a church as we look at
the books of Ezra and Nehemiah. Most commentators would say these two books are one book,
and we're going to be looking at them together over the next couple of months.

[4:11] And so today, |'mkicking off and giving you a bit of a background
and al so focusing in on the inportant work that God is calling us to do,
which is to rebuild and to recogni ze that when you start rebuilding, |
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don't know if any of you have done any kind of do-it-yourself recently?

Anybody in the congregation? One or two? Anybody having trouble getting materials? One or two?
There is problems. When we try to rebuild, often we face difficulties and problems, and we'll be
finding out that that happened to the people of Israel too.

So let me just give you a bit of background. The people of Israel are languishing in exile. They've
been taken away from their nation, and they've been taken all the way across to what was Babylon,
which is about 1,700 miles from the holy city, Jerusalem.

And they're there kind of as slaves. It's a pretty bad situation. They have no power, no authority,
and there they are, killing time.

Does it sound, | mean, it's not quite the same as our situation with lockdown, but many of us have
faced a situation where where we wanted to go, we couldn't go there. We were kind of locked down
for a period, and we felt a bit helpless under the rules and regulations within this country, and that's
affected the whole world too.

[5:32] It's strange to hear sonme people sort of marooned in another
country and not being able to get back to see friends and fanmly. So
there's sone parallels and sone things we can link with, | think, in this
text.

Now, for God's people, it seemed utterly impossible they'd ever be able to get back to their home in
Israel, to Jerusalem, to the temple where they perceived and God dwelt amongst them.

So for them, it was a very, very sad time. In fact, when they thought about Jerusalem, when they
thought about the temple, they would weep because they could remember what it used to be like.
And now they were with this foreign nation in Babylon, persecuted and slaves.

And in this sermon series we're going to be looking at in Ezra and Nehemiah, we're going to see
that God starts a work of rebuilding. And he does it in three stages.

And | want you to notice the broad spread of what's happening. The first thing that they do, so going
on to the next slide there, is that God says, you're going to rebuild the temple. The first thing, the
first act, is to rebuild the place of worship.

[6:41] That's where everything needs to begin, in the place of worship.
For us, as we seek to rebuild after all that we've gone through, this is
the priority for us, to worship God.

Very often we put everything before that. Arrangements, family, friends, work, everything else goes
first. And then we squeeze God in at the end. But this was the call of God.

You're to rebuild the temple, the place where you gather to worship. The second step was to rebuild
the people. They listened to the word of God for the first time for many years. And they heard what
God had said and realized they needed to repent and turn away from the way they've got into the
habit of living.

And finally, they were to rebuild the walls around Jerusalem to offer it as a place of protection for all
those who would seek to find protection within it. So they're the three phases of the rebuilding for
the people of Israel as they come out of Babylon.

Now, | want to read to you the very first verse, which you may have missed as it was read, and it's
hard to kind of tune yourself in to this King Cyrus and so on. Let me read it to you, and then [I'll
highlight what it means and how profound this verse is.

[7:55] It says this in verse 1. In the very first year of Cyrus, king of
Persia, this is a new nation. Babyl on has been overthrown, and Persia is
now ruling.

Cyrus, king of Persia, in order to fulfill the word of the Lord to Jeremiah, a prophet of Israel. So a
foreign king is going to say something to fulfill what God has said many years before through the
prophet Jeremiah.

He says, the Lord moved in the heart of Cyrus. This would be a little bit like saying, the Lord moved
in the heart of the Taliban. It would be that crazy to think that God might do that.

But God is moving in this foreign king, king's heart, and he makes a proclamation to the entire
realm. Persia, the Persian Mede Empire is now ruling, and they control the world.

And God Almighty is speaking into the heart of this king. Now, Daniel reveals to us, in Daniel 5,
another book in the Bible, it reveals the overthrow of the Babylonian Empire that had taken Israel
into exile and put in place this Persian Mede Empire in their place.
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[9:09] And now God is nmoving in the heart of this king of Persia known as
Cyrus. And Jereni ah, the prophet who prophesied that sonething was goi ng
to happen that was going to change everything, said this.

And you don't have this in your text. So let me just read this from Jeremiah 29, verse 10. This is
what the Lord says. This was a prophecy before all these things happened.

When 70 years are completed for Babylon, | will make you and fulfill my gracious promise to bring
you back to the place of Jerusalem.

So what Jeremiah is saying, you're going to have to wait 70 years in exile, but then I'm going to
bring you back. And now Cyrus, this foreign king, is being used of God to bring the people back to
the place of worship.

Now, Cyrus isn't just moved in his heart. He doesn't just have a warm, fuzzy feeling. He actually
does something. He makes a proclamation. And this is the proclamation he made. Now, imagine if
you were stuck in this Persian empire and God spoke through a foreign king, a pagan king, with
these words.

[10: 20] How woul d you feel ? This is what Cyrus, king of Persia, says. The
Lord, the God of heaven, has given ne all the kingdons of the earth. He
recogni zes that it's the Lord who's given himthose ki ngdons.

And he has appointed me to build a temple for him at Jerusalem in Judah. Any one of his people
among you is to be let go to Jerusalem in Judah and to build the temple of the Lord.

And the people in any place where survivors may now be living are to provide you with silver and
gold, goods and livestock, and with freewill offerings for the temple of God in Jerusalem.

This is like, you know, you've got the tickets. Your lottery has just been delivered. This is the totally
unexpected thing that has come your way. Suddenly, you're allowed to leave a foreign nation, go
back to your own nation, and you are going to be given gifts and money to be able to rebuild.

Can you imagine how wonderful that must have been for the people of Israel? Absolutely glorious. |
wonder if we've really caught it. Cyrus is letting God's exiled people go to worship God.

[11: 32] Does it rem nd you of Pharaoh when he said to the peopl e of

| srael who had been enslaved in Egypt, he said, let ny people go. He
said, go, just go. Go back to your nation.

| can't have you here anymore. So it's like a second exodus occurring. And he's giving the full
weight of his authority to make this happen.

And not only that, but Cyrus is calling upon the nations where the Jews have now settled in their
various places, and he's saying, you're to give gold and silver. You're to give all the money
necessary for this to happen.

A free will offering is also given by the Jewish people. And in verse 7, we discover that King Cyrus
digs out all the articles from the temple, and 5,400 articles of gold and silver are delivered in order
to rebuild the temple.

What seemed utterly impossible is made possible by God. Now, | wonder what you think is utterly
impossible at the moment, where you're sort of feeling totally, | don't know how we're going to
rebuild.

[12: 36] What seens inpossi ble? Maybe it's getting through this pandeni c,
whi ch seens to still be around us. Maybe it's sonething el se. Perhaps
there's an issue in your fanmily, with relationships. Were is it where
you feel sonething is utterly inpossible?

Well, wait upon the Lord. Call upon him. See what voice he brings and what statement he calls. And
he can move people's hearts, even the most unlikely heart, the heart of this king, King Cyrus.

How wonderful. And the invitation is open to us too at the moment. Perhaps God's calling us to
rebuild. | think it's a time where we are looking to rebuild.

Companies are rebuilding. And they're trying to. Our transport system is being a bit rebuilt. And |
think God is calling us as a church to look at rebuilding.

Rebuilding in worship. Rebuilding in mission. And rebuilding in our community as a fellowship. |
wonder what he might be calling you to do.

[13:42] What one thing he nmight be calling you to do in that rebuilding
exerci se. Then going on to the next slide. It all starts wth worship.
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Remember, the temple was the first thing that was rebuilt. And it's the same with us. We're to give a
priority to worship. To gathering together.

And to lifting up the name of the Lord. To listen to his word. And to respond to him. Now it's been
good to do that online. But it's fantastic to do that as we gather together.

As we have done today. So well done everyone for coming out today. To determine in your heart
that you want to glorify God. You want to edify and build up your brothers and sisters.

And you want to listen to what the Lord is saying to you today. And that's going to require us to be
built together. In worship and in service. And it's wonderful to see all those folk willing to look after
our children.

[14:42] And to train themup in the know edge and | ove of God. It's going
to involve all of us having a part to play. | wonder what your part is to
play here in this church.

Let's follow the advice of the writer to the Hebrews. When he says let us consider how we may spur
one another on towards love and good deeds. Maybe the Lord's calling you to spur others on to
love and good deeds.

What could you do this week to show your love of God? How could you act this week? As some.
And then it says but let us not give up meeting together. As some are in the habit of doing.

It's bad to get into bad habits isn't it? Do you ever find that? Maybe during this pandemic anybody
found they've got into a few bad habits? I'm sure many of us have. Well this is a time to rebuild. To
get into good habits.

And to put those bad habits aside. And to encourage one another as the day when Jesus will come
again is approaching. So let's give a priority.

[15:39] Just like the tenple was the priority in the rebuilding back in
Ezra's day. Let's give a priority for our gathered worship as we are
doing this norning. And then going on.

The rather shocking thing that happens in chapter four is the opposition comes. And it's a bit sad
really that there they are trying to rebuild the temple.

They've got all the money being given to them to rebuild the temple. And then you get a whole stack
of opposition. Have any of you found that when you're trying to construct something people kind of
point out all the problems?

And where you're going wrong? And perhaps you should do it this way? And it can become really
depressing. And | think for us as well as we look to start rebuilding. You know you may say well I'm
not really sure about that.

| search as a name really. You might get a better name than that Andrew. You see the kind of
thing? We get silly kind of stuff coming out. And it's not helpful to encourage other people.
[16:40] W& want to encourage them W don't want to be part of the
opposition do we? And here we find that despite all this energy and
effort. Al these people noving 1700 miles. Taking all the itens for the
rebui | di ng.

There was opposition coming. And | want you to notice where the opposition came and where it
was targeted. In verses one and two. The opposition is first of all targeted at the leadership.

So you have these people saying we want to help. But in fact they're enemies of God. They're not
trying to help. They're trying to disrupt the rebuilding. So if you go back. One. They're trying to
disrupt that rebuilding.

So just be aware of that. That our leadership are likely to get some opposition as we look to rebuild.
So look to encourage your deacons and elders and hardworking pastors.

Do encourage them. Because they will be difficulties as we start rebuilding. It is difficult isn't it
rebuilding? It's tough. And then secondly what will happen is that.

[17:36] As happened in those days. People will sow discouragenent. And
fear. So if you start hearing people saying discouragi ng words and
fearful words. You know try not to listen in to those.

That's normal during a rebuilding. But just be aware that opposition often comes. And then in
Haggai tells us a little bit more about some of the things that were happening at this time.

And in Haggai 1, 2 and 3. What it says there. The prophet says. God's been listening. And he's
listening. And he's saying. | hear that people are saying it's not the right time for rebuilding.
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Yeah. It's too soon. Too soon to rebuild. And then God says to the people who are saying this. He
said. But I've noticed you've been doing a lot of work on your own house. Haven't you? I've seen
the extension.

I've seen the decorating going on. Can you see the point? So what Haggai says is. Those who often
sound like they're saying wise words. It's too soon. We shouldn't do this.

[18:36] You know. W ought to wait. Often what they're doing is making
sure that they're okay. But they're not investing in the kingdom of God
and his purposes. So let's watch out for that in our own hearts.

We want to be wise. But be careful with fine sounding words. And then finally we discover in verse
5. That there are councillors trying to frustrate what's going on.

Deliberately trying to stop the building going on. And the rather sad thing as you read on in the text.
Is that frustration that occurs right through two different kings reigns.

Lasts for 10 years. And it delays the rebuilding for 10 years. So opposition really does have an
impact. So we've got to be ready for it in our workplaces.

As we look to rebuild it within our families. And yes definitely within the church. On to the next slide.
How do we respond to the opposition? How do we respond when we're trying to rebuild.

[19:35] Trying to get things going again within our famlies. Wthin the
church. Wthin our community. W need to recogni se who the true eneny of
the disruption is.

And the Bible says that we don't fight against physical people. We fight against principalities and
powers of this dark world. Ultimately against Satan who seeks to destroy.

And so we need to recognise the enemy. And not think it's that person. We need to recognise that
there are spiritual forces at work. And a wonderful thing is. Even when we face opposition.

God uses it for our good. Which is amazing really. That he can take something bad. And make it
good. And if you look at Romans chapter 5 verse 3.

It says this. We know that sufferings and trials produce perseverance. Perseverance produces
character. Character hope. And hope does not disappoint us.

[ 20: 34] So even when we face struggles in the rebuilding. You'll

di scover. That it actually still works to God's purposes. H s word will
be fulfilled. H s purposes will cone about.

And then rebuilding begins with worship. Which we've mentioned. | think | probably need to say that
again. And rebuilding involves us together. Working together. Taking our part.

Making our contribution. So what could that be for you. As you look to rebuild. In this next season.
Let's turn to God in prayer. And ask him to help us.

As we come. And seek to serve him. And to worship him. Let's pray. Dear Lord Jesus.

We want to thank you. That you left your home in heaven. And came to this broken, hurting and
dangerous world. To do a work of rebuilding. Of transformation. Of renewal. We thank you.

[21: 34] That you cane not to be served. But to serve. And to |lay down

your life for us. Thank you. That zeal for your house. Absorbed you.

And you said you wanted your house. To be a house of prayer and worship. May we too have zeal.
For gathered worship. As we are this morning. We marvel that despite.

Being sent by your father. You face such awful persecution Jesus. Yet you continue to stand firm.
To your call. And in so doing. You won a great salvation for us.

And made a way. For us. To have that ultimate exodus. That is to come. To the new heaven. And
the new earth. We invite you to move in our hearts.

As you did in King Cyrus. And to stir us. To join again. With our brothers and sisters. In your
mission. To rebuild a hurting broken world. Help us to start. With meeting together.

[22:29] In worship. And as your hands and feet. In this world. Pour out
your gifts upon us. As you call us to serve. In new mnistries. Make us
bold. To respond to your call.

Equip us for the rebuilding. And help us to persevere. When opposition comes. Lord Jesus. Thank
you for the privilege. You give us. To be involved in your work. May the beauty of the Lord.

Be upon each one of us. Establish the work of your hands. Dear Lord. And all God's people said.
Amen.
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