
Downloaded from https://yetanothersermon.host - 2025-12-19 20:28:20

Get Your Own Miracles

Disclaimer: this is an automatically generated machine transcription - there may be small errors or
mistranscriptions. Please refer to the original audio if you are in any doubt.

Date: 23 August 2016

[0:00] I am honored to have Brother Jim. Dr. Jim Roberts, would you come on, Brother Jim? He
is, this is one of my friends, probably one of my best friends ever in my life. He's my daddy
in the Lord.

You know, he's older than me. I love that. And we actually vacation together and have fun.
And I love him. I love the way God's used him. I love the way God's using him now.

And honestly, I think you're meeting a hero, so I hope you'll listen as he preaches. Thank
you, preacher. Thank you. Turn with me to Judges chapter 6 tonight. Robert asked me
what I was going to preach.

I said, Rahab or Gideon. He said, how about Rahab? But I'm just going to be Gideon. I'm
sorry. Sorry, Robert. I'll do it next time. About six months ago, I got to studying Hebrews
11 and looking at the guys and the ladies that were in it.

And I studied about Abraham and Moses and some of these other guys and got to Gideon
and Rahab. And I found out a lot. Those folks are just about like us.

[0:57] I mean, not that we're at the stage of Abraham, Moses, the way God used them. But
personality-wise, there were some rough guys and some messed up guys in Hebrews
chapter 11.

And one of them is Gideon. But I really like this guy because you get down to verse 13, 14
toward the end. There's some really great verses. And I like him because of his honesty.

This guy didn't beat around a bush. God calls him to do something. He says, wait a
minute, wait a minute. Let's start reading in verse 1. And it says, Verse 1 is the reason.

But sin got them in a mess. They blame the Midianites. But it ain't them. It's Israel. Verse 1
says that. Verse 3 says, And so it was. Israel had sown that the Midianites came up.

And the Amalekites, children of Israel, even they came up against them. They kept
against them. Destroyed the increase of the earth. And you get down to verse 7. And
they're hiding.

[2:19] They're scared. They're petrified. Because they plant stuff. It comes up. Out of the
mountains comes these Midianites. And they steal it. And Israel is starving to death.

They've got no will to fight. Not at all. But you look at verse 6. Verse 7. And it came to
pass. Now listen. It came to pass when children of Israel cried unto the Lord.

Because of the Midianites. It ain't the Midianites fault. It's sin in Israel's heart. I find that
pretty much the same way with me.

Either I'm sinning. Or I'm not doing what I ought to do. And I look at God. And say God
wants a problem. And God's looking back. And saying you're the problem. That's what
verse 7 is saying.

They're blaming one thing. But it's really them. I love verse 8. Verse 8 is great. And it
came to pass when children of Israel cried unto the Lord because of the Midianites.

[3:20] Look at verse 8. Then the Lord sent a prophet. The last thing they wanted to see was a
preacher. You'll never convince me that when they prayed to God.

God these Midianites are destroying us. We're scared. Do something. The last thing they
wanted was a prophet. But see what you want. I didn't plan on even being here tonight.
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I was going to come this morning. I was going home. Because I was tired. Jet light killing
me. And Betty got on her knees over there and begged us to stay. Sometimes my plans
ain't God's plans.

Most of the time what I'm after God's not. That's this crowd. So a preacher shows up.
They don't want him. But there he is. I'm knocked on a bunch of doors in Six Mile in
Pickens County.

And I've seen people open the doors thinking somebody was there. And it was a stinking
preacher. And he'd look. And you could almost see their eyes go. Oh Lord.

[4:19] It's the preacher. Because most preachers do exactly what this prophet did. Look at verse
8. Then the Lord sent a prophet to the children of Israel. Which said unto thee, Thus saith
the Lord of Israel.

Just like Brother Gardner said this morning. The prophet showed up. He said, fellas. This
ain't me talking. God told me show up. This is what God said. Said unto them, Thus saith
the Lord God of Israel.

I brought you up from Egypt. And brought you forth out of the house of bondage. Prophet
shows up. He says, fellas. Israel. I just saved your soul. I brought you out of bondage.

He didn't want to hear that. All they want to do is God get rid of these stinking Midianites.
We're scared of them. They're killing us. They're starving us to death. Get rid of them.

But the preacher. The prophet. Is going to show up. And say, God has been real good to
you. And all you can think about.

[5:17] Is I'm hiding in a cave. Got nothing to eat. And the Midianites are still there. The worst day
you've ever had. As a child of God. Is better than the best day you had.

For you got saved. You know what I'm talking about? That's what the prophet just told
them. Look at verse 9. And I delivered you. Out of the hand of the Egyptians. Out of the
hand of all that oppressed you.

And drove them out from before you. And gave you their land. He says, Israel. God has
been good to you. Some days I honestly.

I think God likes me. And loves me more than anybody in the world. I think some days.
That I'm God's special child. I really do. God's been so good to me.

It's almost like living in a dream. Almost. That's what he's saying. In verse 8. He's saying,
Israel. God has been so good to you. He brought that of bondage.

[6:14] He redeemed you. He saved you. He did that to you. And he did that to me. So you go on
to verse 10. And I said unto you. I am the Lord your God. Fear not.

The gods and the Amorites. He said, I told you. Don't be scared of this crowd. I'm God. I
can take care of you. He said, don't be afraid that I'm right. In whom hands you dwell.

Look at the butt. Look at the rest of it. But you have not obeyed my voice. He said, it's not
the Midianites. They're not the reason. It's you.

You have not obeyed my voice. It's real simple. And I've read the Bible through one or two
times. It's real simple. God says, do this.

That gives me two options. I do it. I don't. There's not three. There's only two. I follow God.
I obey God. Or I don't. And when I don't, I always suffer.

[7:10] And I can blame everything else. But it's usually me that didn't do it. Verse 11 and verse
12. An angel shows up. Verse 12 says, angel of the Lord appeared unto him as Gideon
and said unto him.

The Lord is with thee, thou mighty man of valor. Gideon is scared to death. He's hiding
stuff from the Midianites and the Amorite.
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He's not brave at all. Remember the gardeners talking yesterday about being in the
military. And I served four years. Served here in Vietnam. He asked me if I was scared.

I said I woke up scared. Spent the day scared. And went to bed scared. I never got used
to people shooting at me. Never got used to rockets. Blowing stuff up. Killing people.

I never got used to it. I scared absolutely to death every day. That's Gideon. But look at
verse 13. Look at this.

[8:08] He said the Lord's with thee, the mighty man of valor. You see Gideon sees the present.
God sees the future. God sees the future. They show some pictures of our boy, Jim.

And every time I look at it, he's serving God. I begin to weep. Because in my heart, I
remember the past. And I look at him now.

And I'm thinking, wow. I have got a gigantic God. I have got a God that can do anything
with anybody. You say, do you know that? Because God's proved it.

I know it. So Gideon, mighty vile of valor. Look at verse 13. I love his honesty. I love this
man's honesty. If we could be that honest. And Gideon said unto him, oh my Lord, if the
Lord be with us, why then is all this befalling us?

That's honest. He says, God, if you're with us, why in the world am I in this mess? Why am
I here? Pretty honest, isn't it? I remember when God started in my heart about serving
God.

[9:15] I'm thinking, Lord, help. I can't do that. I can't do that. I can't preach. I can't do any of that
stuff. That's Gideon. He says, if God's with us, why don't we end it? But look at the rest of
it.

Why then is all this befalling us? And he says, and where be all his miracles which our
father told us of? He said, my dad grew up telling me all this stuff that God's done.

I heard my granddaddy tell me all kind of stuff. I mean, he was the kindest, most gentle,
sweetest man I've ever met. My mother said she had never seen her dad upset or mad
one time.

Man, I can't say that. My wife can't say it and my youngins can't either. We called him
Papa. Papa never got upset. He was kind and gentle all the time.

Told me all kind of stuff. I got to Bible college. Dr. Seidler, a missionary in Brazil named
Jimmy Rose, he told all these stories. And I think, man, I've heard all these stories, all this
stuff.

[10:17] But what about me? That's what he's saying. He said, I've heard all these. Where are all
these miracles? Where are they at? I've heard it. Where are they? Every time I read that
verse, you know what I think of?

Get your own miracle. Get your own. But the gardener's got a bunch of stories. I've got
some. You got to get your own. That's Gideon. He said, what are all these miracles?

I've heard it. I've heard it. I've heard it. But to see it, you got to take a step. You got to get
on a plane Tuesday and go to Peru. Amen? Amen. You got to stand up somewhere like
Timmy and Greg.

I like Greg. He's going to India next year. I can't talk Timmy into going. I can bribe him, but
I'm not rich enough. He said, if you buy me a ticket, I'll go. I ain't doing that.

Greg didn't ask me. I'm not going to do it anyway. He's going to India to stay for a while.
Where are the miracles? He said, notice what else he says.

[11:17] Did not the Lord bring us up from Egypt? But now the Lord hath forsaken us and deliver
us in the hand of the Midianites. He said, God didn't do that. It's their sin that did it.
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Look at what else. I'm hurry. I'll be done in about five minutes. I promise. And he said unto
him, O Lord, O my Lord, wherewith shall I save Israel? O my family is poor in Manasseh,
and I am the least in my father's house.

He said, I can't do this. But you get to verse 25 through the end of chapter 6. And he tells
Gideon to do. Look at verse 25. He came to pass the same night that the Lord said unto
him, Take thy father's young bullet, even the second bullet of seven years old, and throw
down the altar of Baal at the father hath, and cut down the grove.

He gives him a job to do. And Gideon does it. That's a simple job. Very simple. Turn it
down and build it. That's it.

But he can do that. God is saying, I want you to deliver Israel. I'm going to teach you and
school you one simple lesson at a time. That's what God wants to do with us.

[12:27] If God can use Gideon, and we know he did, God can use you. I look at Tim. I look at
Greg. All these young guys. And I'm most envious of their life that's ahead of them.

20, 30, 40 years from now, they come back, and they've done something for God. But
they had to step. They had to take that first step and say, God, okay. Okay.

I remember when we was fixing to leave Mile Creek. And, man, I'd go to bed and think,
God, Lee. God, I'm 65 years old. And you're telling me to go to India? That's the craziest
thing I've ever heard of in my life.

I can't do that at all. But just one step at a time. And we've already picked out a village for
the first church. I already picked it out.

I don't mean diddly to y'all, but it in my heart starts pumping now. Just thinking about it. I
already picked out a village for an old man like me to train, help Jim, train that little
85-pound guy, Utham.

[13:29] That talks 95 miles an hour. I've never heard anybody talk that fast. And I know North
Carolina evangelists that can't talk his fast. He does. Put him in that village.

About 5,000, 6,000 people. And watch him grow that thing and train men. You can make
all the money in the world. I could care less. You can get so famous at Old Mama.

We'll know who you are. I'd rather do that than anything this world's got. He said, where's
the miracle at? But after chapter 7, Gideon don't have to say that anymore.

Because he saw a few destroy and kill 132,000. That's my God. I can tell you that. That's
Kyle and Anna's God. They're not going by themselves.

There's a God in heaven that made them and called them and groomed them and bred
them and grew them. They'll go down there and that God is with them. And I challenge
you tonight.

[14:27] Don't ever look at God and say, where's all these miracles at? Where is all that? God is
with you just like everybody else. And God can use you. And he will use you.

All you've got to do is say, okay, God, that simple job, that simple task, I got it. You help
me and we'll do the next one and we'll do the next one. Father, we love you. Thank you for
your mercy and your grace.

Thank you, Lord, for the opportunity to open up the word of God. God, we really thank you
for Kyle and Hannah. Pray, God, you'd touch their heart. Help them.

Pray for Timmy and Greg. God, I pray you'd use them, these other men. Father, I pray
you'd use them mightily to just start churches, train men all over this world. Bless Vision.

God, bless Brother Gardner. God, I pray you'd use them, give them 35, 40 more years to
train men and help men get to do what God's called them to do. And we'll love you and
thank you for all you've done.

[15:24] In the works of your name we pray. Amen.


