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A Tough Call

Disclaimer: this is an automatically generated machine transcription - there may be small errors or
mistranscriptions. Please refer to the original audio if you are in any doubt.

Date: 07 July 2022

Preacher: Miriam Montgomery

[0:00] The 7th of July. A tough call. The passage is Luke chapter 6, verses 27 to 28. Jesus said,
Our Lord Jesus Christ himself showed us how this command should be put into action.

Jesus wept over the refusal of the people of Jerusalem to believe his message. Just as
they had refused to believe God's messengers, the prophets, in the past. Indeed, they
killed several of them, just as they were going to do to Christ himself.

Yet he loved them and prayed for them, even on the cross. The followers of Jesus had to
learn just how hard it was to love their enemies as they went out to preach the gospel.

Many of the apostles were killed. Paul suffered beatings, stoning and ultimately a cruel
death. This has been a pattern throughout history. It is no different today for many of
God's people.

The world hates them and abuses them. Jesus did have harsh words for those who
blasphemed against God, but he did not let hatred eat into his own heart.

[1:18] That's a very important thing to remember. Hatred destroys us if we give way to it. When
people despise you for being a Christian and living in a Christian way, pray for them, love
them in spite of what they think of you.

This is the kind of life you've been invited into. The kind of life Christ lived. 1 Peter 2.21
The message And a prayer Dear Lord Jesus, I confess that I find it hard to love those who
despise you and despise me as your follower.

Give me the grace to love and pray for them. Amen. Amen. Thank you.


