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Cooking The Books

Disclaimer: this is an automatically generated machine transcription - there may be small errors or
mistranscriptions. Please refer to the original audio if you are in any doubt.

Date: 03 October 2022

Preacher: Jon Watson

[0:00] The 3rd of October, Cooking the Books Jesus said, If you are a crook in small things,
you'll be a crook in big things. Luke 16.10, The Message There's a lot of dishonest people
around, from multi-millionaires to small-time crooks who survive on their wits.

In Luke 16, Jesus told a parable about a man who entrusted his whole business to a man
who turned out to be a crook. Luke 16.10, When he was found out, the manager cooked
the books in order to make things look better, and so that when he was out of a job, he
would get help from the people whose debts he had canceled.

Jesus often pointed out the dangers that money can cause, especially when people put
money before God. We read that the Pharisees loved money. It would have been better if
they had loved God instead.

So Jesus told this fact of life. If you are a crook in small things, you'll be a crook in big
things. And no one will trust you. But if you are honest in small things, then you will be
trusted with big things.

This is especially true when it comes to serving God and telling people about the true
riches of the gospel. Sometimes people don't tell the whole truth of God's word. They don't
like to tell people about sin and the consequences of sin, God's eternal judgment.

[1:18] There are times when telling the truth about these things can cause offense. But God
wants us to be faithful to him and his word. Let's not be crooks.

A prayer. Dear Lord, help me to be faithful to you and to tell people about the truth of the
gospel, even if people take offense. Amen. Amen.

Amen.


