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The 14th of October, the wrong kind of criticism. Then Jesus addressed them, Let me ask
you something, what kind of action suits the Sabbath best?

Doing good or doing evil? Helping people or leaving them helpless? Luke 6, 9, the
message. Some people are constantly criticizing others.

Sadly, this can be particularly true within church circles. People can nitpick and be critical,
often over very unimportant things, perhaps just because a person is doing things
differently.

There are arguments over different translations of the Bible, taking out the pews in a
church, the color of paint for the building, the hymns we sing or new versions of the
Psalms. Church people can get steamed up about lots of things.

Religious people in Jesus' time were just the same, and they hounded Jesus from place to
place because he would not give in to their prejudices or to their false ideas of what God
was like or what God's Word really said.

The result of all this was that these critical people missed the blessedness of Jesus'
company and the real fellowship of the apostles. Their criticism became so bad that in the
end they had Jesus crucified.

And of course, their criticism destroyed themselves as well. Jesus, at one stage, called
them children of their father, the devil. John 8, 44 Now we can point out the nastiness of
these enemies of Jesus, but what about our own hearts?

Is there a spirit of bitterness or criticism in us that is really the opposite of what Jesus
wants to see in us? He wants to see true grace and love and understanding.
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