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The Bruised Reed

Disclaimer: this is an automatically generated machine transcription - there may be small errors or
mistranscriptions. Please refer to the original audio if you are in any doubt.
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[0:00] The 23rd of May, the bruised reed. Isaiah 42, 1-3. Behold my servant, a bruised reed he
will not break. When you're walking through a field or pushing through long grass and reeds going
down to a river's edge, you don't pay much attention to whether or not you trample on the grass or
squash some of the reeds beside the stream. We may not think the grass and the reeds are
important. We just plod on. In the book of Isaiah, chapter 42 is very important because it gives us
the first of four songs about the servant of the Lord, the Old Testament's portrait of the Lord Jesus
Christ. The final song in Isaiah 53 describes in amazing detail the sufferings and death the Lord
Jesus would undergo hundreds of years later. In this first song, we're told some really encouraging
details of the character of our Lord Jesus and one of these is his empathy with those Christians who
find life hard and whose faith may be very fragile at times. The picture of the grass and the reeds
comes in here. Jesus is someone who will care for and restore a reed someone has trampled on
and bruised.

He will comfort and encourage every Christian who is in need of his help. Jesus said, those who
mourn will be comforted. He went to the home of Martha and Mary to comfort them over the death
of their brother. On another occasion he said, come to me for I am gentle and lowly in heart and you
will find rest for your souls. Matthew 11, 28 to 29. And a prayer.
Dear Lord, when my faith is weak, help me to remember that you are always caring for me. Amen.


