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A Great Shoulder To Lean On

Disclaimer: this is an automatically generated machine transcription - there may be small errors or
mistranscriptions. Please refer to the original audio if you are in any doubt.

Date: 16 July 2022

Preacher: Miriam Montgomery

[0:00] The 16th of July, a great shoulder to lean on. Our passage is 2 Corinthians 1 verse 3.
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and the
God of all comfort.

We all need someone we can go to in our times of distress, whether this may be physical
suffering and illness, discouragement at work, or perhaps the loss of someone we love.

We all need a shoulder to lean on, indeed to cry on. We need someone we can trust,
someone who cares for us, who will comfort and encourage us in those dark times.

Paul had to contend with more problems than most of us will ever face, and he knew the
value of trusted friends who could share his burdens. He knew one friend above all others
who cared, comforted and encouraged him.

That friend was God, the Father of mercies and the God of all comfort. Nine times in a
very few verses Paul speaks about comfort. God comforting us, and we in turn comforting
one another in the name of the Lord Jesus.

[1:11] The word comfort itself is a many-sided word. It not only acts like a friendly arm put round
us in a warm embrace to share our sorrow and pain. It is a word to help us pick ourselves
up and get going again when we have been floored by life's hard knocks.

Paul experienced such help from God, and used this to assure others God will do the
same for them. And now he is urging us both to put our trust in God when we are feeling
low, and then to share the good Lord's comfort and encouragement with our friends.

And a prayer. Thank you, Lord, that you are the God of all comfort. Amen.


