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The Patience Of God

Disclaimer: this is an automatically generated machine transcription - there may be small errors or
mistranscriptions. Please refer to the original audio if you are in any doubt.

Date: 15 October 2022

Preacher: Jon Watson

[0:00] The 15th of October, The Patience of God. 1 Timothy 1.16 But I received mercy for this
reason, that in me Jesus Christ might display his perfect patience.

Just imagine you are in a museum and one of the rooms is full of life-size figures of people
from all over the world and in different times. You come to one figure and it is called Paul.

What do you think the notice describing him might say? Well, here is what he wrote about
himself in verse 16. Public sinner number one.

Someone who could never have made it, apart from sheer mercy. The message. It
seemed that Paul, to begin with, was a no-hoper as far as becoming a Christian was
concerned.

But God was patient with him. Even though Paul persecuted Christians and was insolent.
He was a thoroughly nasty character, but God was patient with him.

[1:04] All that he had heard about Jesus, slowly but surely, began to seep into Paul's mind and
heart. And the mercy and grace of God brought him to put his trust for salvation in the very
Jesus whom he had been fighting against.

God had been patient with him. When Paul thought of it all, it was almost as if he gave a
leap of joy and sang out, Deep honor and bright glory to the King of all time.

One God, immortal, invisible, ever and always. Oh yes. Verse 17, the message. Perhaps
you pray for someone who seems far away from trusting in Jesus.

Don't give up praying. Be patient. God is patient. He was patient with Paul. And maybe he
was with us too. Keep on praying.

God hears us. And a prayer. Dear Lord, thank you for your patience with me. Help me to
have the same. Amen. Amen.


