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Traditions

Disclaimer: this is an automatically generated machine transcription - there may be small errors or
mistranscriptions. Please refer to the original audio if you are in any doubt.

Date: 18 May 2022

Preacher: Rowan Corrigan

[0:01] The 18th of May, Traditions. Mark 7 verse 8. Jesus said, You leave the commandment of
God and hold to the tradition of men.

But we have always done it this way. That is a common reply when someone suggests we
do things a bit differently, whether it's in church, at work or at home. Of course, there are
usually good reasons why people did the things the way they did. The great reformer John
Calvin wore a hat in church because it was drafty and there were pigeons in the building.
That didn't start a tradition, but many other things that well-known and loved church
leaders have done have come to be the way that everyone does them, and so trying to
change this can cause trouble. Jesus found this to be true when he and his disciples did
things differently from the way the religious leaders of his time did them. And these
leaders made their traditions, however good they may have been when they were started,
to be more important than the teaching of the word of God itself. This danger is still with
us.

Sometimes the way we do things was started long ago and for a good reason, but it may
no longer be necessary in our day. We must never allow tradition to get in the way of the
word of God, but at the same time we must not trample tradition under our feet simply
because it is old. We have to be sensitive to those who have always done things this way,
and we need to have a good reason for changing things.

And a prayer. Dear Lord, help me to see how best we can worship you in our situation
now. Amen.


